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You can now email Pastor Sami directly while she’s at church:
Her new mail address is: pastorflcsj@gmail.com
Annual Church Meeting will be: January 30th immediately
following worship.
Snow date will be: February 6th immediately following worship.
Please plan to be there! We need you!

Support First Lutheran While Shopping On Amazon
AmazonSmile is separate from Amazon's main site, however, it offers the same items, prices, and benefits as
Amazon.com, but with one distinct difference. When you shop on smileamazon.com, the retailer's Foundation contributes 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the charity of your choice, which we hope is First
Lutheran Church. There is no cost to us or to you and 100% of the donation generated from eligible purchases goes to First Lutheran. So here's what you do.
Go to smileamazon.com.
In the search bar, type First Lutheran St. Joseph and press the search button.
You will see First Lutheran Church St. Joseph Protestant and to the right there is a button that says Select. Go ahead and press select.
Now, instead of going to amazon.com to make your purchases, make sure to go to smileamazon.com and
you will raise money for First Lutheran. Thank you!

Farewell to Pastor Keith and Debra...
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Special thanks to all the people who contributed
photos! Thank you all very much!

We have

forever!

Message from the Altar Guild
2022 is off to a busy start with the farewell for Pastor Keith, the welcome
for Pastor Sami, and Pastor Sami's installation. The time of transition is
over and our new pastor is here. We are eager to see where Pastor Sami
will lead us and how the Altar Guild can help her carry out her plans. We
got a preview at our January meeting and it will be interesting as we work
together to make worship meaningful for everyone.
The Altar Guild, Misty Coyle, the Heelers, Nancy Lewis, and the Newmans
sponsored the altar flowers for the month of January. We appreciate and
thank them for adding to the beauty of the sanctuary. I am pleased to
report that all of the February Sundays are reserved.

Remember, we do not have altar flowers during Lent which starts on March
2 and ends on Easter Sunday on April 17. There are plenty of openings for
flowers from April 17 through the end of July. You may sign up on the chart
outside the sanctuary or you may call Janice Harmsen (816-390-3980) or
Nancy Lewis (573-691-2970) to sign up and/or give your flower dedications
so they can be put in the announcements each week. The payment of $40.00
is appreciated before your flowers are on the altar. Please make your check
payable to "Altar Guild" and give it to Pam Farrell, treasurer .
Lastly, if you recently took home altar flowers in a wide-mouth glass vase from
church, please remember to return them to the chapel kitchen for reuse.
Thank you.

Shelby Coyle’s Confirmation...Congratulations, Shelby!
Photo courtesy of Nancy Lewis.
Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Ecclesiastes 9:7 Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry
heart; for God has already accepted your works.
Psalm 144:15 Happy are the people whose God is the LORD!

Psalm 16:11 You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

News from the First Lutheran Church Foundation
The year 2021 marks the 28th year since the Foundation was established. During this period a total
of $261,083.80 has been gifted to the community and First Lutheran Church while maintaining the
original donation value.
A total of $178,000 has been gifted from the Matthiesen Fund to aid hunger especially St. Joseph, MO. First
Lutheran Church has been a recipient of approximately $28,000 of this gift. This has been used to help the
mission of First Lutheran Church through programs such as the Samaritan fund, First Lutheran Food Pantry
and First Lutheran Church to assist in the purchase of food to serve at the Open Door Food Kitchen. This year
the Church Council identified 6 local agencies to receive gifts from the Matthiesen Fund. They included The
Salvation Army, Patee Park Baptist Church Food Kitchen, the Open Door Food Kitchen, Food For Kids, the
Nutrition Center and First Lutheran Church Food Assistant program.
The remaining $83,083.80 has been gifted from the General Fund directly to First Lutheran Church to help
fund various projects over this time period. Some of these projects include the Part time Youth Minister, architect assessment for the new building, reroofing the main building, the sound system, projector and screen,
Paying down the Mortgage and most recently a computer and accessories for Pastor Sami and the microphone
and wiring project. The Foundation assisted in financing the cost of these projects identified and approved by
the Church Council. These projects are to help meet the vision/mission objectives of the congregation.
In 2021 the Foundation received $800.00 in donations to the general fund of the Foundation. If you would
like to make a donation to the Foundation please contact the Church office or a Foundation Board Member.
All Donations are tax deductable. Thank you for your support!
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