
September 29, 2021 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

I write to you a little earlier than most Wednesdays because of my Achilles tendon repair that is 

scheduled for 12:50 this afternoon.  Later today, Deb or I will let Jim Pierce and Kris Langdon 

know how things went for me and they can pass along the information.  I have really appreciated 

all the prayers and good wishes you have been offering for both me and Deb.  Deb has her final 

follow up with the podiatrist on Thursday, so hopefully she will be boot free after 

tomorrow!  We don’t know if we will see you on Sunday as I am not sure how mobile I will be 

by then.  Jim Pierce has agreed to step in to lead worship on Sunday if needed.  Thank you so 

much, Jim, for being available.  Just so you know, I have every intention of being a good patient 

and will follow the instructions of my surgeon.  We’ll just need to see how things progress. 

  

Speaking of progress, do remember that our call process is progressing.  On Sunday, October 17, 

the candidate recommended by our Call Committee and approved by our Council for our 

consideration as First Lutheran’s next pastor will be in town to see the church, the city, and 

conduct an informal “meet and greet” with the congregation.  Pastor Sami Pfalzgraf will worship 

with us that morning and then will be in the Fellowship Hall after worship to speak to us and be 

available for informal conversation.  This is indeed and exciting development and we pray for 

safe travels for Pastor Sami.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

I have few reminders for those who are putting together Christmas boxes for the Samaritan’s 

Purse/Operation Christmas Child project.  Please return your filled boxes to the church anytime 

between November 1st and 10th so Carolyn Pearl can deliver them to the collection location on 

November 15th.  Please carefully follow the instructions on the brochure that came with the box 

you were given, particularly the $9.00 that is needed for postage and handling.  Carolyn also asks 

that, as you fill your box with the requested items, you pray for the child you are helping.  She 

further encourages you to write a note to the child and maybe even include a picture of yourself 

in the box as the children really treasure personal items like these.  Thank you, Carolyn, for 

overseeing our efforts in this program and thank you to everyone who is filling a box for a child. 

  

Jack Pearl is scheduled for minor outpatient surgery tomorrow and Mosaic Life Care.  This is a 

procedure that was previously scheduled but had to be postponed.  Jack, we pray that you will be 

able to have this surgery successfully completed tomorrow and that your recovery will be quick 

and full.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

We’ve heard from Carol Wilson’s daughter, Marla Doty, that Carol passed out and fell on 

Monday.  After being admitted to Mosaic Life Care, it was discovered Carol has both COVID 

and pneumonia.  Carol, we are deeply saddened to learn of all this and certainly our prayers are 

with you.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Let us continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our prayers: those who 

are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give healing to the 

afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are administered, we pray for 



their success.  As we experience surges in cases in our area, we pray for consideration to be 

given to all people and for compassion and good sense to prevail.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

May the peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 
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