
From the President 
 
Dear First Lutheran members and friends, with Pastor Keith on vacation this week I’m taking 
this opportunity to share with you these updates. 
 
You already know that in September the Call Committee unanimously recommended Pastor 
Samantha Pfalzgraf as their candidate for pastor.  At its September meeting the congregation 
council voted unanimously to accept this recommendation.  Pastor Sami, as she has told me we 
may address her, will be visiting St. Joseph October 15-17 to aid in her discernment about St. 
Joseph as a place to live and First Lutheran as a congregation she would be open to serving if 
called.  In addition to touring various parts of our city, she will be meeting with call committee, 
congregation council and staff, and will introduce herself during worship on the 17th and a 
“meet and greet opportunity” in the fellowship hall following worship.   
 
These meetings will aid us in our discernment as well about our readiness to call Pastor Sami as 
our next pastor.  If there is mutual openness to proceed, the congregation council’s next step 
will be to schedule a special congregation meeting, probably in mid-November, for the purpose 
of formally voting to extend a letter of call and approve an initial compensation package. 
 
Last spring, the congregation council announced “Pay Down the Debt” fundraisers in the spring 
and fall to reduce our mortgage principal.  Because the spring event successfully accomplished 
the total goal established for both fundraisers, the congregation council voted to not hold a fall 
fundraiser for this project.  The council will include “Pay Down the Debt” opportunities in our 
2022 pledge drive and will plan for another focused fundraiser next year as well.  I will have 
more to report on this as the council further develops these plans. 
 
Early in September Pastor Keith and Kristy Langdon met with all our families who have children 
of Sunday School and confirmation age.  Following that meeting, Sarah and Tim Sedlacek 
hosted these families for a cookout and further conversation.  All were ready for us to resume 
youth educational offerings and eager to plan as well for how our children can be involved in 
worship and other activities. A group of parents has established a rotation for teaching Sunday 
School.  Kylee Meehan, who served on staff at Camp Tomashinga this summer, has stepped 
forward to assist in this ministry.  We are delighted to have her involved. 
 
Lastly, the executive committee continues to monitor our community’s COVID infection rate in 
order to make adjustments as indicated to our protocols for worship and other gatherings.  We 
will announce adjustments in advance of their being made.  As you are aware from prayer 
requests, we do continue to have members and relatives of members who become infected, 
some requiring hospitalization.  Even with this, we are encouraged that our community’s 
overall infection and hospitalization rates continue to decline.  The availability of booster shots 
further help in managing this virus.   
 
Now to roll this all up into a focus for our prayers:  Please pray for: 

• Pastor Sami and our congregation in our journeys of discernment,  



• the congregation council as it plans for 2022,  

• our youth, their families, Pastor Keith and Kylee as youth education and activities 
resume 

• and our congregation and community as we continue this long journey with COVID 
 
May God guide and bless us in all these ventures. 
 
 


