
 

 

 Sunday, October 24, 2021 
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Reflections by Juel Pierce 
 

 
 

First Reading                                                             Jeremiah 31:7-9 

         
This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and 
its homecoming from exile in Babylon, but also of the northern 
kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its restoration. The northern 
tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a 
century before Jeremiah prophesied. 
 
 7Thus says the LORD: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Text Questions 
 

Why does God, speaking through Jeremiah, exhort the people to 
sing and shout for gladness for Jacob?  (verse 7)  Who is Jacob?  
(see Genesis 32:22-28)  This is Jeremiah’s word from God about 
those who have lived in exile.  What is God’s promise to them?  
(verse 8)  What will happen to those who cannot make the trip 
because of physical infirmities, whether long-lasting or of limited 
duration?  How will God lead them back?  (verse 9)  Why does God 
treat them the way God has promised?  Another translation says 
that God has become a mother and father to Israel.  How might 
the image of God’s love being both that of a mother and a father 
expand your idea of God’s love for you? 
 
 

Psalm 126 
 

Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5) 
 
      1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great 
things for them.” 
 3The LORD has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb. 
 5Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
  
  



 

 

Text Questions 
 
This is such a lovely psalm!  How does the psalmist depict those 
whom God has led back from exile?  (verse 1)  From “like those 
who dream” to “our mouth filled with laughter and our tongue 
with shouts of joy” is a movement from wonder to gladness of 
what has been accomplished.  What do other nations say about 
Israel when they see this?  (verse 2)  The people who have 
returned from exile affirm what the nations are saying.  (verse 3)  
And, then, we hear the verses that long for what has happened 
and not quite yet happened.  (verse 4)  For what does the psalmist 
pray?  Have you ever “sowed with tears,” which I take to mean 
done something you are sure will not turn out well, and then 
“reap[ed] with songs of joy”?  (verse 5)  When have you 
experienced the joy of being well-loved by God?  (verse 6) 
 
 
Second Reading                                                          Hebrews 7:23-28      
 
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served 
only until their death. In contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, 
sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not terminate his 
priestly service, but through his death he has interceded for our 
sins. 
 

23The former priests were many in number, because they 
were prevented by death from continuing in office; 24but he 
holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save those 
who approach God through him, since he always lives to make 
intercession for them. 
  26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, 
holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and 
exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he 



 

 

has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own 
sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all 
when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests 
those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, 
which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been 
made perfect forever. 

 
Text Questions 
 
Why does the author of Hebrews say there were so many priests in 
former times?  (verse 23)  What happened to them?  How is it that 
Jesus continues to be a priest forever?  (verse 24)  What is the 
advantage of having a priest who continues forever?  (verse 25)  
How does Jesus save all of us who approach God through him?  
(verse 25)  Have you ever thought of Jesus continually praying for 
you?  How else is Jesus different from the former priests?  (verse 
26)  What did they need to do that he does not need to do?  (verse 
27)  When did Jesus offer himself?  How does the author of 
Hebrews say that the former high priests were appointed?  (verse 
28)  An alternate translation of verse 28 says instead of “the oath” 
“the promises of God.”  That helps me understand this verse.  So 
how was Jesus appointed high priest? What makes him the perfect 
high priest?   
 
 
Gospel                                                                               Mark 10:46-52 

 
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see 
again. Recognizing Jesus’ identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to 
call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark. 
 

46As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving 
Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting 
by the roadside. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of 



 

 

Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, 
but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they 
called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is 
calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 
came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want 
me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, 
let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has 
made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and 
followed him on the way. 

 
Text Questions 
 

For the context of our text, remember that Jesus has just told his 
disciples that to be great they must be servant of all.  (see Mark 
10:42-45)  Who does Jesus meet when he is leaving Jericho?    
(verse 46) I think that this story is an example that Mark gives of 
someone who no one would consider to be “first,” but who gets 
who Jesus is.  What makes Bartimaeus stand out in the crowd?  Is 
it that he is blind and a beggar? What does he want from Jesus?  
(verse 47)  What do the crowd and the disciples try to do?  (verse 
48) Did they shut him up?  How did Batimaeus respond to their 
shushing him?  This story reminds me of the story of the children 
who came to Jesus to be blessed.  (See Mark 10:13-16)  How did 
Jesus respond to Bartimaeus’s request?  (verse 49)  Suddenly the 
crowd and the disciples see Bartimaeus and his request differently.  
What do they say to Bartimaeus?  Is Bartimaeus shy?  What does 
he do?  (verse 50)  What does Jesus ask Bartimaeus?  (verse 51)  
What does Bartimaeus tell Jesus?  What does Jesus do?  (verse 52)  
How does Bartimaeus respond?  Imagine that Jesus is asking you, 
“What do you want me to do for you?”  What would you say to 
Jesus?  There have been times when I might have said, “nothing, 
Jesus, I’m fine.”  But no matter when, that would have been a lie, 



 

 

probably to make myself look good in my own eyes.  This story 
encourages us to be self-aware and bold when we speak to Jesus.  
So, ask yourself, “what do I want Jesus to do for me?”  You might 
surprise yourself! 
 


