
August 18, 2021 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

I begin by repeating the announcement made last Friday by council president Jim Pierce that we 

are changing our worship time to 9:30 a.m. on Sunday.  The council voted last Thursday to make 

this change and Jim did a fine job of explaining the reason for the change in his email to us.  I’ll 

not repeat Jim’s remarks to you here, but if you missed his Friday email, I encourage you to read 

it.  If you need it resent to you let me know and I will do so. 

  

Another item the council addressed at its meeting was a request for First Lutheran to sponsor a 

table at the St. Joseph Youth Alliance’s Superstars for Kids 2021.  This annual fundraising 

banquet recognizes those who give of their time and talents to improve the lives of the children 

of this community.  The council approved sponsoring a table for 8 in First Lutheran’s name.  If 

you would like to attend the event and sit at the congregation’s table, contact Kristy Langdon at 

(816) 262-7587.  The event is scheduled for Tuesday, November 9th, at Stoney Creek Hotel. 

Dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m.  Will Stuck will be the guest speaker. 

  

Earlier this summer, First Lutheran received a gift of $5,000 from the estate of Norma 

Tolo.  Although the gift was unrestricted, one of Norma’s children offered that he would be 

pleased if the gift was used for the program ministry of the congregation and even suggested the 

South Sudanese worshiping community.  The council decided to communicate to the family in a 

thank you letter that this amount will be spent later and held in reserve until the new pastor 

arrives. 

  

Speaking of the arrival of the new pastor, I have this report to pass along to you from the Call 

Committee: 

Update from the Call Committee 

  

There is excitement on the Call Committee and a lot has happened in the past two 

weeks.  Rev. Dave Whetter in the synod office and Rev. Susan Langhauser, our advisor in this 

process, have been working hard for First Lutheran Church.  We have received three profiles 

from them that they feel have the potential to be a good fit to be our new pastor.  All three fit 

well with the gifts for ministry that we identified that we need in the profile of our 

congregation.  The committee is preparing to interview these three candidates via 

Zoom.   The whole committee will participate in asking a set of questions that we prepared. I 

want to caution the reader that though it is possible that we will ultimately recommend one of 

these candidates to our Congregation Council, it may not happen.  A candidate may seem 

"perfect" on paper but may not be so "perfect" as they present themself in an interview.  We 

are praying that the Holy Spirit will guide this discernment process and lead us to the one 

God has chosen to be our next pastor.   

  

We continue to ask for your prayers, 

Nancy Lewis 

Call Committee Chairwoman 

  



In other “new pastor” news, last Sunday, All Saints Lutheran Church in Blue Springs, MO voted 

unanimously to call Sarah Pierce as their pastor.  Sarah, we are so happy for you and so thankful 

for this news.  May God richly bless you and the All Saints congregation in your ministry 

together.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Now that Sarah has received this call, she is fully eligible for ordination and has elected to be 

ordained here at First Lutheran on Saturday, September 25, 2021, in the early afternoon.  More 

details will be forthcoming as plans are finalized, but Sarah, we are so happy and honored that 

you have asked to be ordained in your home congregation and we look forward to celebrating 

this day with you and your family. 

  

I am pleased to pass along this message from Carol Bunge: 

I would like to thank the members of the congregation for their generous support of the back-

to-school shoe drive.  I came to church with 32 pairs of shoes, and with extra donations from 

last Sunday I was able to get 4 more pairs of shoes.  Nancy and I noticed that even on the 

sale rack most shoes were $50!!  I think we paid $5 more a pair of shoes than we did last 

year.  We bought more shoes for $30 than $20 – 25.  Thanks so much for your help in getting 

school children shoes! 

  

In other Carol Bunge news, many thanks to you, Carol, for being one of six women who 

represented the Central States Synod at the National Women of the ELCA Assembly held earlier 

this month for three afternoons via Zoom.  Carol reports that holding the assembly via Zoom 

brought some disappointment and frustration as time constraints allowed only business meetings 

to be held and some technical glitches made even this difficult at times.  What were dearly 

missed were the Bible studies and social events that usually go along with in person 

assemblies.  Again, thank you Carol for attending the assembly and helping First Lutheran stay 

connected to the wider church. 

  

First Lutheran received the following note last week: 

First Lutheran, 

Thank you for your help in getting me to D.C.  I had a lot of fun meeting new people and 

some cool things like George Washington’s house at Mount Vernon.  I really appreciate your 

help. 

– Jordyn Jonas 

Jordan, as said in an earlier letter, we are so proud you were given the well-deserved honor of 

being selected to attend the Junior National Young Leader’s Conference and we are so glad you 

had such a good experience.  You are very welcome for the small part we could play in helping 

you attend. 

  

Estaban Pena continues to be treated for MRSA at Mosaic Life Care.  He says he is feeling very 

good, his legs are healing nicely, and his depression is 100% gone!  His doctors and hoping to 

release him from the hospital this Friday.  Estaban, we are sorry you’ve had such a long hospital 

stay but do rejoice in the progress being made.  May God’s healing Spirit continue to be with 

you in your recovery.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  



We rejoice that Laurel Goforth, Irene Wall and Daniel Wall were all back in church this past 

Sunday.  Laurel continues to recover from eye surgery and both Irene and Daniel are continuing 

to gain strength after having COVID.  May God’s healing Spirit continue to be with each of you 

in these days.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Laurel Goforth will be having out-patient surgery this coming Friday morning, August 6th, to 

repair a hole in her retina.  Rehabilitation from this surgery includes Laurel having to lie or sit 

with her head facing the floor for three days!  Laurel, we certainly pray for the success of this 

surgery and for patience and strength during the recuperation.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

I will be conducting the final session this coming Sunday in the sanctuary regarding what we 

understand God saying to us about human sexuality.  The notes from last Sunday’s session are 

attached to the end of this letter. 

  

Let us continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our prayers: those who 

are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give healing to the 

afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are administered, we pray for 

their success.  As we experience surges in cases in our area, we pray for consideration to be 

given to all people and for compassion and good sense to prevail.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

May the peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 

  

  

  

Session Five – A Different Approach 

  
I.  Intro 

•      According to the understanding of the natural world in the Bible: 
o   The only kind of “natural” sex is sex for procreation 

o   Any other kind of sex is “unnatural” 
▪  This is the basis for some faith groups banning contraception 
▪  This doesn’t say anything about homosexuality as an orientation, 
only as a sexual act, namely, it is unnatural because it cannot result in 
procreation. 

•      So, if we’re wanting to know what God might be saying to us about homosexuality, 
the Bible is not going to be very helpful because it only addresses homogenitality (same 
sex genital sex), not homosexuality (same sex sexual orientation) 

  

II.  A Different Approach 

•      In describing such things as the nature of God, God’s feelings and disposition to us, 
the kingdom of God and the way God wants us to live with each other, Jesus more often 
turns to the natural world around him and uses stories from everyday life (parables) to 
make his point rather than quoting Scripture 

•      Examples: 



o   “Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than 
they?” Matthew 6:26 
o   “Why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they 

grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 
not clothed like one of these.” Matthew 6:28f 
o   “Listen, a sower went out to sow …” (Parable of the Sower/Soils) 
o   “There was a man who had two sons …” (The Prodigal Son) 
o   “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 

banquet for his son …”  Matthew 22:2ff 
o   “But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 
blind.” Luke 14:13 

•      So, from the world around you, what do you find God telling you about 
homosexuality? 

  

III.  Further Questions to Consider 

•      Who are the people who come to your mind when you think of those who are LGBT, 
and how did you come to know they are LGBT?  Think about family members, friends, 
coworkers, neighbors, people in the news, etc. 

•      What have these people taught you about the struggles that are faced by those who 
are LGBT, both in the church and in the world? 

•      What have these people taught you about the joys that those who are LGBT 
celebrate, both in the church and the world? 

•      How have your views about LGBT folk changed over time?  What, if anything, caused 
you to change? 

•      How would you react personally if … 
o   an LGBT couple attended worship together?  (Hugged and/or kissed at the 
Peace?) 
o   an LGBT couple provided flowers for their anniversary? 
o   an LGBT couple presented their child for baptism? 
o   an LGBT couple had their photos together in a church photo directory? 

o   an LGBT couple came to the pastor to preside at their marriage service? 
o   an LGBT couple wanted to have their wedding service in First Lutheran’s 
sanctuary? 
o   an LGBT person was nominated to serve on the council? 

o   an LGBT person served as an usher, a lector, a communion server, or assisting 

minister? 
o   an LGBT person served as a Sunday School, Confirmation or VBS teacher or 
youth group leader? 

•      Imagine an LGBT person asked you, “How welcome and accepted would I be at First 
Lutheran Church?”  What would you tell them? 

Pastor Keith Hohly 

Transitional Minister 
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