
June 30, 2021 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

There is some great progress coming from FLC’s Call Committee.  Following is an update from 

committee chair Nancy Lewis: 

I am happy to report that the Call Committee has completed the initial draft of the entire 

Ministry Site Profile.  One of the last parts we completed was the "Mutual Expectations" 

section that will become part of the actual call agreement document.  We focused on the five 

expectations for our new pastor to focus attention on during the first year.  These are based 

on the "Five Top Ministry Tasks" that were identified on the congregational surveys and 

were also discussed in the recent Town Hall meetings.  Additionally, it includes five ways the 

congregation will support and encourage the newly called pastor. 

  

On Thursday, July 1, we will review the whole document to see how all 13 pages fit 

together.  We will be looking for consistency in style and message, repetition, as well as 

general proofreading for spelling and grammar.  When we complete our review, it will be 

ready to submit to our Church Council for their review and approval.  Our goal was to be at 

this point by the end of June, so we are on target with our work.  Once there is Council 

approval, the MSP will be submitted to the Central States Synod for their approval and the 

process to begin the actual search for candidates will begin. 

  

Thank you for your continued prayers and support, 

Nancy Lewis, Call Committee Chair 

  

Many thanks to you, Nancy, for this report and to the entire Call Committee (David Bezona, 

Laurel Goforth, Sylvester Heeler, Stephen Schmidt and Joy Winters) for your great work on the 

congregation’s behalf. 

  

The Congregation Council continues to authorize the resumption of worship activities that were 

halted or modified because of COVID-19.  These include: 

•      Beginning this Sunday, July 4, fellowship time after worship will resume in the 

Chapel and distance seating in the sanctuary will discontinue.  If you continue to want a 

little space around you while seated for worship, the side sections of pews usually can 

accommodate this. 
•      Beginning Sunday, July 11, we will resume collecting the offering during worship by 

passing the plates.  We will also collect a noisy offering for the first time in a long time 

on the 11th, so please bring your change! 
•      Beginning Sunday, July 18, we will resume communion distribution at the 

communion rail.  There will continue to be communion packets available for those who 

are not comfortable coming forward to receive the elements. 
  

The church office will be closed on Monday, July 5 for the Independence Day holiday. 

  

A reminder that beginning next Sunday, July 11, I will begin a six-session Bible study following 

worship focused on what we learn from the Bible regarding human sexuality and in particular, 



non-heterosexual orientation.  These will begin at approximately 10:15 a.m. in the Fellowship 

and run for about an hour to an hour and a half each.  Sessions will be held on July 11, 18 & 25 

and August 8, 15 & 22.  All are welcome to participate. 

  

Larry Reder is progressing well in his recuperation following triple by-pass surgery last 

Thursday.  His doctors are very pleased with the way the surgery went and how the recuperation 

is going, but Larry continues to be in a good deal of discomfort and the recovery is slow 

going.  He will most likely remain in the hospital at least through the end of the week.  Larry, we 

give thanks for the success of your surgery and pray for patience and continued healing.  Lord, in 

your mercy … 

  

Sonny Thompson is now home following back surgery at Overland Park Regional hospital last 

week.  Sonny’s surgery was pretty extensive, with rods and pins needing to be inserted to 

provide support to the spine.  Jane reports that Sonny is doing all right but remains in a good deal 

of pain which makes sleeping at night difficult.  He is now able to walk around the house, but 

such movement is tough and exhausting.  Sonny, we give thanks that you successfully came 

through your surgery and pray for God’s Spirit to bring you strength and relief to the pain you 

suffer.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Let us continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our prayers: those who 

are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give healing to the 

afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are administered, we pray for 

their success.  As many COVID-related restrictions are lifted, we pray for consideration to be 

given to all people and for compassion and good sense to prevail.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

May the peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 

Pastor Keith Hohly 

Transitional Minister 
First Lutheran Church ELCA 

302 S. 10th St., St. Joseph, MO 64501 

816-232-8378 

816-232-8383 fax 

flcsj302@gmail.com 

http://flcsj.org/ 
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