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Grace and peace to you this day in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
The gospel story that is before us this day is about mission.  Jesus gathers together his twelve disciples and 
gives them a purpose – charges them with a task.  They are to go out in pairs and – empowered with the 
authority he gives them – they are to witness to what Jesus is initiating: the kingdom of God – the way of peace.  
They are to announce that the kingdom of God is near.  They are to cure the sick and bring peace to the places 
they go.  They are to be God’s agents in the world – the people through whom God works out God’s purposes.  
It is, therefore, not only a story about mission, it is also a story about authority and power – God’s authority and 
God’s power – as it is given to and lives among human beings.  It is about how the kingdom of God is 
experienced in this world – where it is found and how it comes about. 
 
As we hear this story told, one of the questions it engenders is “How are we like those twelve?”  What is our 
purpose?  What is our mission?  Is God working out God’s purposes for the world through us, and, if so, how?  
What is the authority and power we have been given?  Where is God’s kingdom to be found among us? 
 
Well over one hundred years ago now, statesman and historian Albert Beveridge of Indiana gave a speech on 
the floor of the United States Senate.  Part of what Senator Beveridge said was this:  

God has not been preparing the English-speaking and Teutonic peoples for thousands of years for nothing 
but vain and idle self-contemplation and self-admiration.  No.  He made us master organizers of the world 
to establish system where chaos reigned.  He has given us the spirit of progress to overwhelm the forces of 
reaction throughout the earth.  He has made us adept at government that we may administer government 
among savage and senile peoples.  Were it not for such a force as this the world would relapse into 
barbarism and night.  And of all our race He has marked the American people as His chosen nation to 
finally lead in the redemption of the world. 

 
That we gather this day on the Fourth of July – a day which celebrates this nation of ours – led me to recall 
these words of Albert Beveridge.  But not only this day as a holiday, but these days and the political climate we 
experience led me to think of them, too.  We may not hear it expressed as directly and overtly as Beveridge did 
a century ago, but the belief that we have a God-given mission in this world is very much active among us.  We 
hear it echoed in phrases like “saving the world for democracy.”  We are especially susceptible to claiming 
God’s purposes for ourselves when facing an enemy that claims the very same thing for themselves. 
 
But as much as I love this land, and as grateful as I am to be living in a free and democratic society, I do not 
believe we are God’s chosen nation.  I do not believe this because of the way I see us using power.  I do not 
believe this because of the self-interest I see that motivates so much of what we say and do.  We simply cannot, 
with any degree of honesty and integrity, divide our world into good and evil nations.  There is good and evil 
within every nation, ours included.  The kingdom of God can be found active and alive within the nations of our 
world, but not as the nations of our world. 
 
Much the same could be said about the church as we experience it.  There are those who claim the church as 
God’s kingdom among us and there is a lot of talk of kingdom building within the church.  But, too often this 
“kingdom building” is all about numbers of members, and about declining denominations seeking to be viable 
again.  And when I see Christians spying on other Christians to see if they’re breaking the law or not, I say this 
is not the kingdom of God.  And when I see politicians being denied the sacrament because bishops do not 
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agree with their politics, I say this is not the kingdom of God.  I say this because of the way I see power being 
used.  I say this because of the self-interest I see that motivates so much of what is said and done.  The kingdom 
of God can be found active and alive within the church of our day, but not simply because it is the church. 
 
In the end I think the real issue is power and about what motivates us to do the things we do.  We do have a 
mission.  We do have a purpose.  This purpose and mission is to be God’s people, to be God’s representatives in 
this world – to be agents of God’s kingdom in every place and town where Jesus himself would go.  We are to 
be people who proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to those we meet.  We are to announce that the kingdom of 
God is near, and we are to cure the sick and bring peace to the places we go.  But what is most important in all 
of this is for us to live into this purpose and mission, as Jesus himself lived into his, and as Jesus himself would 
today.  In other words, we should use power as Jesus himself used power and we should be motivated as Jesus 
himself was motivated. 
 
Both the power which Jesus exerted and the motivation which led him to exert it had a single source: Love.  
Love was and is his power.  Love was and is his motivation.  The power of his love disarmed all the other 
powers he faced in the world.  Love was his motivation to live and die for the world – to live and die for us.  It 
is through the power and motivation of love that we see demons cast out, the sick being healed, the dead called 
to life, the estranged being reconciled, and community being created.  It is through the power and motivation of 
love that we find the kingdom of God among us. 
 
There is an old story that comes out of our tradition about two people who loved each other very much.  These 
two were rather simple folk, and one day one of them said to the other, “You know, we’ve never had an 
argument.  Let’s argue with each other as other people do.” 
  
“Okay,” said the second person, “but, how do you have an argument?” 
  
“It’s very simple,” said the first.  “I take a brick and say, ‘It’s mine,’ and then you say, ‘No, it’s mine,’ and then 
we have an argument.” 
  
So, they sat down, and one of them took a brick and said, “This brick is mine.” 
  
The second person looked at the first one and said, “Well, if it’s yours, then take it.” 
  
And so, the story goes, they could not have an argument. 
 
So much of what we experience around us is motivated by fear and hate, self-interest and distrust.  The world 
around us lives with a sense of scarcity – that there is not enough for all – that we, ourselves, will never be 
enough.  It is through the power and motivation of love that fear and hate, self-interest and distrust and the 
mistaken sense of scarcity are disarmed.  It is through the power and motivation of love that we find the 
kingdom of God among us.  This is the purpose God gives us in this world: to be motivated and empowered by 
love, and then do those things that love does. 


