
July 21, 2021 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

At the top of my list of things to share with you this Wednesday is the following report from Call 

Committee chair Nancy Lewis: 

From the Call Committee: 

The Call Committee has completed the written phase of our work.  The Congregation 

Council will review and consider the Ministry Site Profile and the Seven Reflections when 

they meet on July 22.  When the Council approves the documents they will be sent to synod 

for approval and publication for potential candidates.   

The Call Committee would like to thank Pastor Keith for being our advisor during the 

writing process.  It was so good to be able to ask him questions and get his pastoral point-of-

view.  As we move to the interview process with potential candidates, our new advisor 

appointed by the synod is Pastor Susan Langhauser, Pastor of Advent Lutheran Church in 

Olathe, KS.   She will help us prepare to interview candidates and answer questions we may 

have.  The committee will begin working with her in August. 

May the Holy Spirit continue to guide our work to find a new pastor for First Lutheran. 

Nancy Lewis 

Call Committee Chair 

  

Thanks, Nancy, for this report and continued thanks to the entire Call Committee (David Bezona, 

Laurel Goforth, Sylvester Heeler, Stephen Schmidt and Joy Winters) for your strong work on the 

congregation’s behalf. 

  

We have received a request from Sheila Gilbert that is rather time sensitive.  Sheila is looking to 

provide underwear for the young men of the neighborhood near the church.  Specifically, Sheila 

is wanting to collect boxer style shorts in men’s sizes large, extra-large and 2X.  This request is 

time sensitive as she wants to distribute these items a week from this coming Friday, which will 

be July 30.  Consequently, we will only be collecting these items between now and the middle of 

next week.  There will be collection bins set up by the office and in the sanctuary.  If you would 

like to contribute to this collection but are not able to purchase the shorts themselves, Carol 

Bunge has agreed to accept cash donations and will purchase the shorts for us.  Cash donations 

may be given to Carol this Sunday or they may be dropped off to the church office between now 

and next Wednesday.  Thanks, Carol, for helping to coordinate our contribution efforts. 

  

Second quarter financial statements that were not picked up in church this past Sunday were 

mailed out the other day.  Thank you so much to Joy Winters and Nila Schneider for processing 

these.  If you have any questions regarding your statement you may contact Joy on her cell 

phone, 816-262-3455, or call her at the church office on Friday mornings. 

  

It was my privilege to represent First Lutheran at the annual meeting of St. Joseph’s Youth 

Alliance last Thursday.  All of us in attendance were delightfully entertained by a hip-hop dance 

performance provided by Brooke Coyle.  Great job, Brooke, and thank you so much!  We also 

elected Jeff Langdon treasurer of the board and Pastor Roger Lenander to honorary board 



status.  Roger was also presented with a well-deserved plaque recognizing his service as board 

chair for the past three years.  Thank you both for your service to the community through the 

Youth Alliance and especially to you, Roger, for your leadership in this organization. 

  

The Sunday morning Bible study continues focused on what God might be saying to us about 

homosexuality through Scripture.  I am attaching my notes from the second session at the end of 

this email. 

  

Larry Reder keeps improving in his recuperation from heart surgery.  Larry reports he walked 

1.2 miles this morning, has lost 11 pounds since coming home and will begin rehab therapy at 

the hospital on Monday.  This is good news all around Larry for which we give thanks to God as 

we continue to pray for progress in your recovery.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Janice Harmsen’s eyesight continues to improve from having cataract surgery, although there is 

some swelling that remains.  Most likely, however, this will not prevent her from having cataract 

surgery on her other eye next Monday.  Our prayers are with you, Janice, both for full 

recuperation from your first surgery and for success in the second.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Jim Roever was in the hospital once last week and then again on Sunday morning with kidney 

stones.  The good news is that all the stones seem to be gone and Jim is no longer experiencing 

the intense pain that goes with having them.  He does remain weak from the ordeal so, Jim, we 

give thanks that the worst seems to be behind you and pray for God’s Spirit to bring you strength 

and full recuperation. 

  

Brenda Bass’ mother, Velma, was admitted to Providence Hospital’s ICU on Tuesday morning 

where it was discovered she had two nearly complete blockages around her heart.  Stents were 

inserted later in the day and she remains in the IC unit.  Brenda, we give thanks these blockages 

were discovered when they were and pray specifically for healing for your mother but also for 

God to watch over your whole family.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Beginning next Wednesday, July 28, I will be taking a week of vacation, so there will not be a 

Wednesday letter from me next week.  My son, Ben, and I will be traveling back to Ohio to 

participate in a golf tournament my family sponsors.  Fourteen years ago, one of our cousins died 

while she was a freshman at Ohio State from injuries sustained in an automobile accident.  A 

scholarship to OSU for kids from northwest Ohio has been established in her memory and the 

golf tournament funds the scholarship.  Thank you, Jim Pierce, for filling the pulpit while I am 

away. 

  

Let us continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our prayers: those who 

are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give healing to the 

afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are administered, we pray for 

their success.  As we experience surges in cases in our area, we pray for consideration to be 

given to all people and for compassion and good sense to prevail.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

May the peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 



  

Session Two 

  
Sodom and Gomorrah – Genesis 19:1-29 

  
I. Context 

A.  The Sanctity of Hospitality 

“Entertainment of a stranger (sojourner) as a guest was recognized as a sacred duty 
throughout the Mediterranean world, and more heartily and stringently kept than many 
a written law.  While the word does not appear in the Old Testament, the custom is 
evidenced, particularly in the patriarch/matriarchal stories …” 

– The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 

  
Luke 11:5-8 
5And Jesus said to his disciples, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine 
has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' 7And he answers from within, 'Do not 
bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I 
cannot get up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give 
him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up 
and give him whatever he needs." 

  
Hebrews 13:2 
2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 
  

B. Context of the Story 

•      Story comes out of the Patriarchal/Matriarchal section of Genesis 

•      Abraham & Sarah are in the southern part of Canaan (near the Dead Sea) 

•      Abraham’s nephew, Lot, and his family are with them 

•      The land can no longer support both families, so Lot took his family to the plain 
of the Jordan River (which included the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah) while 
Abraham and Sarah settled in Canaan 

•      Abraham is promised an heir, but has no children with Sarah, so he has son 
Ishmael with Sarah’s maid, Hagar 

•      Abraham and Sarah are visited by three strangers by the oaks of Mamre and 
provide them lavish hospitality.  The strangers (who end up being the LORD and two 
angels) promise Abraham and Sarah will have a son and confide to Abraham they 
are about to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah because “great is the outcry 
against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin.”  (Genesis 18:20) 

•      Abraham tries to talk God out of destroying the cities, who promises not to carry 
out the destruction if at least 10 righteous people are found there.  Abraham and 
the LORD part ways and the two angels go on to Sodom., 



  
II.  The Story 
1The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of Sodom. 
When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2He 
said, "Please, my lords, turn aside to your servant's house and spend the night, and wash your 
feet; then you can rise early and go on your way." They said, "No; we will spend the night in the 
square." 3But he urged them strongly; so they turned aside to him and entered his house; and 
he made them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4But before they lay down, 
the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man, 
surrounded the house; 5and they called to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? 
Bring them out to us, so that we may know them." 6Lot went out of the door to the men, shut 
the door after him, 7and said, "I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 8Look, I have two 
daughters who have not known a man; let me bring them out to you, and do to them as you 
please; only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of my roof." 9But 
they replied, "Stand back!" And they said, "This fellow came here as an alien, and he would play 
the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them." Then they pressed hard against 
the man Lot, and came near the door to break it down. 10But the men inside reached out their 
hands and brought Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. 11And they struck with 
blindness the men who were at the door of the house, both small and great, so that they were 
unable to find the door. 
 
12Then the men said to Lot, "Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or 
anyone you have in the city — bring them out of the place. 13For we are about to destroy this 
place, because the outcry against its people has become great before the LORD, and the LORD 
has sent us to destroy it." 14So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his 
daughters, "Up, get out of this place; for the LORD is about to destroy the city." But he seemed 
to his sons-in-law to be jesting. 
 
15When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Get up, take your wife and your two 
daughters who are here, or else you will be consumed in the punishment of the city." 16But he 
lingered; so the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the LORD being 
merciful to him, and they brought him out and left him outside the city. 17When they had 
brought them outside, they said, "Flee for your life; do not look back or stop anywhere in the 
Plain; flee to the hills, or else you will be consumed." 18And Lot said to them, "Oh, no, my 
lords; 19your servant has found favor with you, and you have shown me great kindness in saving 
my life; but I cannot flee to the hills, for fear the disaster will overtake me and I die. 20Look, that 
city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape there — is it not a little one? 
— and my life will be saved!" 21He said to him, "Very well, I grant you this favor too, and will not 
overthrow the city of which you have spoken. 22Hurry, escape there, for I can do nothing until 
you arrive there." Therefore the city was called Zoar. 23The sun had risen on the earth when Lot 
came to Zoar. 
 
24Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of 
heaven; 25and he overthrew those cities, and all the Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, 



and what grew on the ground. 26But Lot's wife, behind him, looked back, and she became a 
pillar of salt. 

27Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the LORD; 28and 
he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the Plain and saw the 
smoke of the land going up like the smoke of a furnace. 

29So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain, God remembered Abraham, and 
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had 
settled. 
  

•      Read the story once, reflecting for a minute or two silently 
  

•      Read the story again, this time asking yourself three questions: 
o   What do I notice in this story? 

o   What do I wonder about in this story? 
o   What might God be saying to me through this story? 

  

•      Share 
                        I notice … 

  
                        I wonder … 

  
                        What might God be saying to us through this story? 

  

•      Collect insights on newsprint 
  

  
III.  How the Story Has Been Used 

A.  Within Scripture 

Interpretive principle:  “Scripture Interprets Scripture” 

“We do not read Biblical passages in isolation from each other.  The whole of Scripture 
helps us understand the particular and keeps passages in their proper perspective.” 

– Opening the Book of Faith: Lutheran Insights to Bible Study 

  
What is “the sin of Sodom” 

Ezekiel 16:48-49 
48As I live, says the Lord GOD, your sister Sodom and her daughters have not done as 
you and your daughters have done. 49This was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and 
her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor 
and needy. 
  

  
Matthew 10:5-15 



5These twelve disciples Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "… 11Whatever 
town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you 
leave. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let your peace come 
upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone will not 
welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave 
that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 

  
B.  Outside of Scripture 

Sodomy 

Meaning (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 
“anal or oral copulation with a member of the same or opposite sex; having sex with 
an animal” 

  
Etymology 

         Greek: sodoma (city of Sodom) 
         Latin: peccatum Sodomiticum (sin of Sodom) 
         Medieval Latin: sodomia 

         English: sodomy 

         
“… forcing sex on men was a way of humiliating them.  During war, for example, 
besides raping the women and slaughtering the children, the victors would often 
“sodomize” the defeated soldiers.  The idea was to insult men by treating them like 
women …”  – Daniel A. Helminiak 

  
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
9Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived! Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, 10thieves, 
the greedy, drunkards, revilers, robbers — none of these will inherit the kingdom of 
God. 11And this is what some of you used to be. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 
our God.  (NRSV) 
  
malakoi (malakos, sing.) 
… Literally, it means “soft.” It is said of clothing in Matthew 11:8 … In the ancient 
world it was sometimes used to belittle men … Then the word was taken to mean 
something like “effeminate,” “woman-like.”  Applied to moral matters … it could mean 
“loose,” “wanton,” “unrestrained” or “undisciplined” … the conclusion is 
that malakos simply does not refer to same-sex activity.  1 Corinthians 6:9 
uses malakosI to make a general condemnation of moral looseness and undisciplined 
(and perhaps lewd, lustful and lascivious) behavior.  The New Jerusalem Bible presents 
this accurate meaning by translating malakos as “the self-indulgent.” 

– Daniel A. Helminiak 

  



1 Timothy 1:8-11 
8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it legitimately. 9This means 
understanding that the law is laid down not for the innocent but for the lawless and 
disobedient, for the godless and sinful, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill 
their father or mother, for murderers, 10fornicators, sodomites, slave traders, liars, 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to the sound teaching 11that conforms to the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me. 
  
arsenokoitais 

A very obscure term not found in many ancient writings, it could refer to male 
prostitution and/or the pederastic relationships common in the Greek world of the 
New Testament. 
  

IV.  A Parallel Story – Judges 19 

•      This story unfolds in many of the same ways the Genesis story does 

•      The major difference is that it is a woman who is raped instead of a man 

•      Discourse on the story in Judges has always focused on rape, while discourse on the 
story in Genesis has most often focused on sexual orientation. 

•      The obvious question is: Why is this the case?  The issue seems not to be with 
Scripture but with those who are interpreting it. 

•      The task before us may well be to unlearn old understandings and learn new ones 
  
 
 

Pastor Keith Hohly 

Transitional Minister 
First Lutheran Church ELCA 

302 S. 10th St., St. Joseph, MO 64501 

816-232-8378 

816-232-8383 fax 

flcsj302@gmail.com 

http://flcsj.org/ 
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