
July 14, 2021 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

As today’s St. Joseph News-Press reports, COVID-19 cases are rising in Buchanan County at an 

alarming rate.  There have been 130 new cases reported in the past five days, 51 people 

hospitalized at Mosaic Health Care and a positivity rate of 14.55%, the highest it has been since 

January. 

  

Jim Pierce, Kris Langdon and I discussed the impact of this on the steps we have recently taken 

to loosen restrictions in our worship practices put in place this spring.  Jim wrote the following to 

the congregation council in an email last night: 

While we are not recommending discontinuing any of those steps at this time, we are mindful 

that it might become necessary to do so, either because of restrictions the city might re-

impose or simply out of an abundance of concern for our members. 

  

With this in mind, we will go ahead with our plan to resume sharing the elements of Holy 

Communion at the communion rail this coming Sunday, July 18.  We will also, however, 

continue to provide the individual packets of communion elements that you can pick up on the 

way into worship so that you may communion yourself when the Eucharist is celebrated, if you 

so choose.  Consider carefully your decision on the manner in which you will commune.  If you 

have any reservations about coming forward for the sacrament, please use the prepared packets. 

  

Today’s paper also reported that Buchanan County’s vaccination rate is 19.5%, one of the lowest 

in northwest Missouri.  This low vaccination rate is directly tied to the rise of cases in our 

area.  If you have any opportunity to influence someone to become vaccinated, please take 

it.  Significantly raising the area’s vaccination rate is in everyone’s best interest. 

  

We are now publishing about 6 Songbooks each Sunday that contain the music being used in 

worship that day.  If you prefer singing by reading music, please pick up one of these 

booklets.  You will find them on the table in the back of the sanctuary. 

  

Our Sunday morning Bible study series on “What God Is Saying to Us About Homosexuality 

Through Scripture” continues this Sunday after worship.   Some people have requested a recap 

sent from the previous week as not all of us are able to attend.  Since sometimes attachments to 

emails are difficult to open and in order to avoid sending another email, I am adding notes from 

last Sunday at the end of today’s letter.  

  

Deedee Hebb has notified Jim Pierce that, for her own self-care, she reluctantly needs to resign 

her church council position effective immediately.  While this is sad news for us, Deedee, as we 

so appreciate the contributions you have made during your tenure on council, we do applaud you 

taking steps to take care of yourself.  Thank you so much for all you have given.  May God give 

you strength and wholeness in these days.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  



Laurel Goforth has been diagnosed with a hole in her retina.  Next week she will go to a retina 

specialist in Lee’s Summit for treatment.  Laurel, we pray for the best for you in this and ask 

God to guide the hands of those who will be treating you.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Janice Harmsen had cataract surgery on Monday and has experienced blurred vision following 

the procedure.  She reports that things seem to be getting better.  We will be praying for you, 

Janice, that things indeed do get better and that the blurriness will clear completely.  Lord, in 

your mercy … 

  

Phil Lewis has been experiencing dizziness, which kept him from worship on Sunday and then 

was diagnosed as vertigo earlier this week.  Phil says that the treatments are already relieving his 

symptoms.  This is good news, Phil, and we pray for continuing relief and that the vertigo be 

kept under control.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Larry Reder continues to be doing “lots better” following his triple by-pass surgery two weeks 

ago.  Larry says he got out for a ¾ mile walk today and hopes to begin some physical therapy 

next week.  This is fantastic news, Larry.  Keep up the good work in your rehab and we’ll keep 

praying for strength and healing for you.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Many of you have asked how my wife, Debra, is doing.  All of her heart tests have been 

completed and show no sign of any heart disease.  Today an endoscopy showed that all is fine 

with her G/I system.  These are all great reports and bring a lot of relief, but we still do not know 

what is really going on for her.  Next step is to schedule a sonogram to check her 

gallbladder.  We’ll keep you updated and we do appreciate all the prayers and concern on her 

behalf.  Thank you. 

  

Let us continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our prayers: those who 

are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give healing to the 

afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are administered, we pray for 

their success.  As many COVID-related restrictions are lifted, we pray for consideration to be 

given to all people and for compassion and good sense to prevail.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

May the peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 

 

 

  

Sunday Morning Bible Study – Session One  
  
I.  Introductory thoughts 

•      Purpose of these six weeks 
o   Not here to change anyone’s mind 
o   Not here to simply tell you what I believe the Bible says about homosexuality 

o   Not here to correct or judge 

•      I am here to be your pastor in this 
o   To shepherd, guide, accompany in this study 



o   To teach, provide things for you to think about that maybe you haven’t before 

•      Central question: 
o   What might God be saying to us through scripture about human sexual 
orientation 
o   Think about this for a moment in terms of what we are about 

▪  Not, what does the Bible say 
▪  But, what is God saying through the Bible 
▪  The Word of God is a living word that comes to us from the words of 
Scripture 

•      Request 
o   An openness to consider things in new ways 
o   An openness to consider the Bible has been misused and misinterpreted 

  

II.  Opening Study:  Jacob Wrestles at Peniel – Genesis 32:22-32 

•      Context 
o   Story is from the Patriarchal/Matriarchal Period 

▪  1st = Abraham (father of a multitude) & Sarah 
▪  2nd = Isaac (laughter) & Rebekah 
▪  3rd = Jacob (heel grabber) 

o   Jacob & Esau (hairy/red) 

▪  non-identical twins (fraternal twins) 

•      Esau born first, Jacob grabbing at his heel to pull him back in 

•      Very different brothers 
o   Esau = outdoorsman, hunter, “man of the field” 

o   Jacob = quiet, stayed indoors 

•      Esau was Isaac’s favorite, while Jacob was Rebekah’s 
▪  2 Crucial Stories 

•      Esau sells his birthright to Isaac for a plate of food 

•      Jacob (with Rebekah’s help) tricks Isaac into giving him the 
blessing usually reserved for the firstborn, resulting in Esau 
vowing to kill Jacob 

o   Jacob flees and goes north to live with Rebekah’s brother, Laban 
▪  Stays for 20 years 
▪  Marriage and Children 

•      Falls in love with Rachel (2nd daughter) 

•      Laban promises her to Jacob if he serves Laban for 7 yrs. 

•      Laban switches Leah for Rachel at wedding 

•      Jacob works another 7 yrs. to get Rachel 

•      Maids come as part of the package: Zilpah (Leah) & Bilhah) 
Rachel 

•      Jacob becomes very wealthy working for Laban 

•      With these four women, Jacob has twelve sons that become 
the twelve tribes of Israel 



o   After 20 yrs., God tells Jacob to return to his homeland (Canaan) 
▪  Problem is that Esau is still there 
▪  Jacob is afraid for his life, develops plan to win Esau’s favor by giving 
him droves of livestock, which precede Jacob on his way to reunite with 
Esau 
▪  This story takes place after Jacob sent Esau’s gifts ahead of him 

•      The story 
22The same night [after sending the droves of livestock ahead of him] he [Jacob] got 

up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford 

of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 

daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on 

the hip socket; and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he 

said, "Let me go, for the day is breaking." But Jacob said, "I will not let you go, unless 

you bless me." 27So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, 

"Jacob." 28Then the man said, "You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 

have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed." 29Then Jacob asked him, 

"Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And there 

he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "For I have seen God face 

to face, and yet my life is preserved." 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 

limping because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the thigh 

muscle that is on the hip socket, because he struck Jacob on the hip socket at the thigh 

muscle. 

  

•      Read the story once, reflecting for a minute or two silently 
  

•      Read the story again, this time asking yourself three questions: 
o   What do I notice in this story? 
o   What do I wonder about in this story? 
o   What might God be saying to me through this story? 

  

•      Share 
                        I notice … 

                                    Responses: 

                                                It happens at night (shadowy, unclear) 

                                                Stranger is unidentified 

                                                Jacob is a conniver 

                                                There is a double standard.  Wrestling is not fair, at least by our 

                                                            standards.  A low blow at the end. 

                                                Jacob gets a new name – “One who wrestles with/strives 

with                                                                     God” – gets a new identity, which becomes our 

identity as 

                                                            the nation “Israel” 

                                                Jacob limps for the rest of his life because of this encounter, 

                                                            perhaps a metaphor of how we are forever changed by 



                                                            our encounters with God 

                        I wonder … 

                                    Responses: 

                                                Why is Jacob alone? 

                                                Why were they wrestling? 

                                                Where did the stranger come from? 

                                                What was God’s purpose in this story? 

                                                Who is the stranger? 

                                                Why did it end at daybreak? 

                                                Why does Jacob ask a blessing from this stranger? 

                                                What does asking for the blessing imply about what Jacob might 

                                                            have thought about this stranger 

  

                        What might God be saying to us through this story? 

                                    Maybe God is inviting us to wrestle with God with tough questions and 

                                                issues in life 

                                    Maybe it is not always about finding an answer, but the process of 

                                                striving together 

  

•      Collect insights on newsprint 
  

Lutheran principles of Bible study, from Opening the Book of Faith: Lutheran Insights for Bible 
Study, 2008 

  

Reading the Bible without community can be problematic 

•      While individual Bible study is encouraged, difficulties arise when hearing God’s 
Word is disconnected by the whole community of Christ.  

•      One must hear the gospel from another person; one cannot simply proclaim it to 
oneself. 

•      The “community of Christ” not only implies people from around the globe, but 
people of faith throughout history. 

  

The Bible must be read within its context 

•      Content without context is dangerous. 

•      God has chosen to self-reveal to human beings in particular times and places and 
these experiences have been passed on, written down and collected by particular 
people. 

•      We must pay attention to the vocabulary and grammar of ancient peoples, their 
literary customs, forms and contexts.  We need to know the history of the community of 
faith and of the text. 

  

The Bible should be read with expectancy 

•      We should expect that God is seeking to address us through Scripture. 

•      We should not, however, limit how God might do this by our own expectations.  We 
do well to keep ourselves open to the possibility of being surprised. 



  

The Bible should be read with care and attention given to it on its terms. 

•      The Bible is an ancient and complex book. 

•      It is as complex as human life is complex. 
  

Diverse and conflicting interpretations often obscure the authoritative function of the Bible 

•      Too often we allow diversity and conflict to negatively affect us.  Conflicting 
interpretations of Scripture have long been a source of division among God’s people.  

•      We need to be gentle and patient with diversity and conflict, eventually allowing it to 
be a gift that helps us grow in our faith and experience of God. 

  

The Bible should be read in conversation with the world around us 

•      Jesus constantly turns to the world of nature around him to teach and explain the 
nature of God and the way of God. 

•      Scripture should not be read with a blind eye to science or the evolution of human 
thinking and experience.  All are part of the same whole, although they may approach 
matters from different perspectives. 

  

Pastor Keith Hohly 

Transitional Minister 
First Lutheran Church ELCA 

302 S. 10th St., St. Joseph, MO 64501 

816-232-8378 

816-232-8383 fax 

 


