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Grace and Peace to you this day in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Just in case these days of midsummer are taking us away to wonderful vacations or just relaxing times by the 
pool or at the park, the gospel we hear today joltingly brings us back to reality.  The beheading of John the 
Baptist is a gruesome tale, to say the least.  Vacation time is over.  This is definitely the real world. 
 
It is definitely the real world because it is most usually the case that when people feel called to speak God’s 
word of truth against the people and powers that rule this world, those powers and rulers don’t take too kindly 
to it.  They usually react violently against those speaking God’s truth, or at the very least work to silence those 
speaking the truth.  That’s the way it was for John the Baptist, who spoke the word of truth in the face of King 
Herod, who had taken his brother’s wife for his own.  Herod, for his part, simply tried to silence John by 
throwing him into prison.  But that wasn’t enough for Herod’s wife, Herodias.  She conspired to have the 
Baptist killed, even manipulating her own husband to do it through a drunken promise made to their daughter at 
his birthday party. 
 
But John the Baptist is far from alone when it comes to naming those throughout history who have either lost 
their lives or have suffered other serious consequences for daring to proclaim God’s truth against what is false 
in this world.  This story of John’s death is but a foreshadowing of what would eventually happen to Jesus 
himself.  From the way I see it, Jesus was essentially killed for daring to teach God’s truth, embody God’s truth 
in himself, and calling others to follow in this way of truth with him.  Jesus called this truth the ‘kingdom of 
God’ – and he spoke about it in direct contrast to the existing empire of Rome.  When the Roman officials were 
convinced  Jesus was a great enough threat to their status quo, they crucified him – they silenced him – which is 
usually what a powerful status quo seeks to do to those who threaten it. 
  
Just ask the prophet Amos, part of whose story we heard in our first reading this morning.  When he spoke 
God’s truth in the face of the king of his day, the king’s priest tried to run him out of town.  Just ask the original 
group of Jesus’ disciples, all of whom save one, our tradition tells us, died violent deaths at hands of those felt 
threatened by their witness to God’s truth. 
  
Sometimes it has been the church itself that became the powerful status quo and in feeling threatened when 
hearing God’s truth proclaim, responded by trying to silence the one or ones proclaiming that truth.  Just ask 
Martin Luther, who had to be hidden away in a castle in order to save his life after he had been excommunicated 
by the Church.  Or ask John Hus, who lived about a century before Luther and inspired a good bit of Luther’s 
own activity.  Hus was not as fortunate as Luther.  He ended up being burned at the stake by the church for 
heresy. 
 
Such a list of martyrs continues throughout our history – and it is not just the history of a distant past of which 
we may speak.  It has been little more fifty years since Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination – killed for 
seeking a social justice based in God’s truth.  A couple of years ago tensions between the Catholic church and 
the Chinese governments made headline news.  The tension was over a political association maintained by the 
Chinese that oversaw the naming of Catholic bishops in the country.  One bishop had recently renounced his 
membership in that political association because the government was appointing four bishops against the 
Vatican’s wishes.  This bishop who took that stand for the truth against his own government was never heard 
from again after making his decision public. 
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So, in the real world, if speaking God’s truth can get us into very serious trouble, even to the extent of losing 
our livelihoods or even our lives, why should we do it?  Because unless we commit ourselves to the truth – 
unless we commit ourselves to believing the truth and saying the truth – we become susceptible to believing 
such lies like one that says a college athletic program or a university’s reputation could possibly be more 
important than the welfare of their students.  Or the lie that a family’s reputation and standing in the community 
could possibly be more important the welfare of a young girl who is being molested by her father or her 
mother’s boyfriend.  Or the lie that one group of people in this world is better than another because of their race 
or their gender or their religious beliefs. 
 
The reason we should commit ourselves to living and speaking God’s truth is because in this truth lies the only 
real hope for things in our world to truly be different, for things in this world to really change for the good.  For 
living and speaking God’s truth is more than simply naming the things that are wrong.  It is more than pointing 
fingers at perpetrators or decrying injustice.  The truth of God that Jesus shows us is a truth based in love and 
dedicated to living in the power of this love.  It is a truth that not only exposes the wrong, but then works in love 
so that what is wrong may be redeemed.  God’s truth is a loving and gracious truth – a truth that seeks 
repentance, forgiveness, and reconciliation.  If we are really to be a people of the truth, then these are the things 
to which we must dedicate ourselves.  This is the truth to which Jesus dedicated himself.  This is the truth for 
which he lived – this is the truth for which he died.  And if his resurrection tells us anything, it tells us that this 
truth really cannot be silenced – this truth really cannot be put to death.  It tells us that this truth is eternal truth, 
and it is living into this eternal truth that we truly find a life worth living now. 


