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Pay down the Debt Campaign 

Last week Building Fund Treasurer Bruce Taylor made a Pay Down the Debt mortgage principal payment 
of $83,505.00.  This payment included: 

·      $20,000 from memorial funds 
·      $20,000 from the First Lutheran Foundation 
·      $20,000 from the building fund CD 
·      $23,505 generated through our pay down the debt fundraising efforts. 

Return to Pre-Pandemic Worship Practices 

•     Fellowship time after worship resumed in the Chapel on July 4th and distance seating  
          in the sanctuary was discontinued.  You may choose to move to the side sections of    
          pews if you prefer to have more space around you. 
•      Collecting the offering during worship by passing the plates was resumed on July 11th  
          which also included collecting the Noisy Offering.   
•      Communion distribution at the communion rail was begun on July 18th.  Communion  
           packets will continue to be available for those who are not comfortable coming  
           forward to receive the elements.   

Those who need to mask and distance during worship please do so, AND I ask those who do not feel this need to continue to 
respect those who do, knowing they do so for a reason.  That is one of the ways we extend our welcome to all who seek God’s 
grace. 



Sylvester & Marla Heeler   8/01 

Robert & Frances Lynch   8/03 

Morton & Jacqueline Bigham  8/08 

Howard & Janice Harmsen   8/10 

Scott & Ashley Albers   8/21 

Steve & Bonnie Highby   8/31 

Joy Winters   8/01 

Max Guenther   8/04 

Gay Anderson   8/05 

Janey Hoeffner   8/06 

Kyra Albers   8/09 

Sharmyn Thompson  8/09 

Kay Howard   8/10 

Stetson Rush   8/11 

Howard Harmsen   8/12 

Steve Highby   8/12 

Ashley Albers   8/20 

Brett Luthans   8/20 

Carol Bunge   8/23 

Ellen Starks   8/24 

Daniel Wall   8/24 

Karen Young   8/25 

Frances Lynch   8/26 

Sharon Gray   8/27 

David Schmidt   8/27 

Bonnie Highby   8/31 

Love is patient and kind; love is not 

jealous or boastful.  Love bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things. 

           — 1 Corinthians 13:4, 7 (RSV) 

First Lutheran Church wishes to thank… 

Rita Nelson for her lovely bulletin boards that 

keep us all informed and spiritually motivated 

throughout the year.  They’re beautiful and we 

truly appreciate all of your hard work!  May the 

Lord continue to inspire you and bless you!  

Thank you, Rita! 



Fifth Generation Baptism on August 8 

When Brooklyn May DeYoung, the first great granddaughter of Janice and Howard Harmsen, is 

baptized on August 8, 2021, she will represent the fifth generation of Janice’s family to be bap-

tized at First Lutheran Church.  Starting with Janice’s mother, Martha Olson Tarwater, the five 

generations continue with Janice Tarwater Harmsen, Janice’s daughter Trisha Harmsen Viselli, 

Trisha’s daughter Alyson Viselli, and baby Brooklyn May.  This is quite a legacy for Janice’s fami-

ly, as well as First Lutheran Church!  Brooklyn May is the daughter of Alyson Viselli and Christian 

DeYoung.  To mark this special occasion, Sharmyn Thompson will sing “To God be the Glory” 

which is a very special hymn for the Harmsen family.  Phil Lewis will play “Children of the Heav-

enly Father” on the harmonica.  

 

It is good to report that all Sundays in July and August have been reserved for altar flow-

ers.  Looking ahead to September, the first three Sundays are available.  If you have a special 

event to celebrate or remember, why not consider altar flowers to beautify the sanctuary? 

There are also openings in October and December.  Check the flower chart outside the sanctu-

ary and add your name or contact Janice Harmsen (816-390-3980) or Nancy Lewis (573-691-

2970) with any questions you may have. The two flower vase arrangements for each Sunday cost 

$40. Payment is appreciated before your flowers are on the altar.  Payment should be made to 

Pam Farrell, Altar Guild treasurer.  You can give Janice or Nancy your flower dedications so they 

can be put in the announcements each week. 

From the Altar Guild 

Carol Bunge – Delegate to the National Women of the ELCA Convention 

Carol Bunge will represent our congregation and the Central States Synod as a dele-
gate to the 11th Triennial Convention August 3-5. She was elected and installed at the 
Central States Synod Convention in August 2019 in Wichita, KS.  Originally planned for 
2020 in Phoenix, this national business convention will take place virtually. 

Carol has long been involved with WELCA, serving as the last official president back 
when there were four circles at First Lutheran: Faith, Hope, Mary, and Phoebe.  Phoebe 

is the only one still active.  She also served on the first Central States Synod Women of the ELCA Board from 1988-1990.  Carol 
says she always wanted to be a delegate to the nation convention, but never expected to stay home and attend remotely. 

 

"Soles for Christ" Annual Drive  - Can We Beat Last Year's Total? 

The AFL-CIO is accepting donations of shoes to make sure area kids can head back to school in a new pair of shoes. In 2019, the 

Soles for Christ program distributed 1,120 pairs of new shoes to local students in need, 

from kindergartners to seniors in high school.  New shoes of all sizes suitable for children 

4 years old through youth 18 years old are needed.  They are also asking for sock dona-

tions.  You may bring your shoes and sock donations to church anytime through Sunday, 

August 8.  If you prefer, you may donate money for shoes instead, and Carol Bunge and 

Nancy Lewis will shop for you. The distribution will be the following week, August 17-19 

at the Civic Arena. AFL-CIO officials said the goal of the program is to improve self-

esteem and excitement for the new school year, as well as helping parents with back-to-

school expenses. Can First Lutheran top 93 pairs of shoes and 112 pairs of socks that 

we collected last year?  We hope so. 



First Lutheran Church Council 

 

          Executive Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Pastor        Rev. Keith Hohly                                                                               

President       Jim Pierce                                                                                          

Vice President       Kris Langdon                                                                                     

Secretary       Brenda Bass                                                                                     

Treasurer       Cyndee Simpson   

                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                           Support Staff 

Office Administrator                                             Nila Schneider  

Director of Music                                             Sharmyn Thompson 

Associate Director of Music                               Sharon Gray 

Building Fund Treasurer                                            Bruce Taylor    

Financial Secretary                                              Joy Winters                                                                              

Sudanese Worshipping Community Pastor  Phillip Alier Deng  

Webmaster                                               Jim Pierce 

Media & Technology Coordinator                 Misty Coyle 

Central States Synod                                               Bishop Susan Candea 

New Look For the Worship Bulletins 

The Bulletin, Readings & Reflections and the Announcements 

have all been conbined into one document for your ease of use 

and to cut down on printing costs.  Please let us know what you 

think of this new version by emailing the church Office.  We’d 

love to receive your feedback!  Thanks! 

New Songbook Available During Worship 

If you have difficulty reading the music in the hymnal or aren’t 

familiar with the more contemporary worship songs, we have 

printed our own worship Song Book that contains the hymns 

being used during the worship service.  You may find it on the 

back table in the Sanctuary.  Feel free to use it during the wor-

ship.  Enjoy! 


