
 
 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: To the glory of God in loving memory of our mothers, Gail Hamann and Irma 
Lewis.                                                                                             -Phil & Nancy Lewis 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE                                      “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” 
Sharon Gray, organist 

 

One License Song #10-421.2  | arr. Robert Hobby 
Copyright (C) 1999 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP),  

a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

One License # A-738233 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                                      ELW 858 
 

 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
 joining in glad adoration! 
 



 
 

 

 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 
 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
 sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 

 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
 surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
 if with his love he befriend you. 
 

 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again. 
 Gladly forever adore him! 
 

ELW Song # 858 | Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680 | tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
© Text: Publice Domain © Music: Publice Domain 

Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  
Augsburg Fortress License #SAS015552 

 
GREETING 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C And also with you. 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                                                         pg. 140 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

     Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
     whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
     This is the feast of victory for our God. 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

     Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
     and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
     This is the feast of victory for our God. 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

     Sing with all the people of God, 
     and join in the hymn of all creation: 



 
 

     Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
     be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
     This is the feast of victory for our God. 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

     For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 

    This is the feast of victory for our God. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 
C you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 

hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                  “There is No Greater Love” 
Sharmyn Thompson, soprano 

 

CCLI Song # 2942 | John W. Peterson 
© 1955, 1957 Renewed 1983 John W. Peterson Music Company  

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1206797 

 
FIRST READING – Marilyn Hunt, today’s reader and prayer leader                Acts 10:44-48 
 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit 
comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and 
Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The believers 
from among the Jewish people who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So Peter ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 

Reflection 
For the context of this text, read the whole tenth chapter of Acts.  Peter is speaking to the 
household of Cornelius, a Roman Centurion, who lives in Caesarea (a city named after Caesar).  
The Holy Spirit has sent Peter to him in response to the prayers of Cornelius.  Peter’s sermon 
about the Good News of Jesus is in verses 34-43.  What happens while Peter is still preaching?  
(verse 44)  How do the Jewish believers (“the circumcised believers”) respond?  (verse 45)  How 
did they know the gift of the Holy Spirit had been given to the Gentiles?  (verse 46)  What did 



 
 

Peter and the Jewish believers with him do?  (verses 47-48)  In some ways, this is the beginning 
of the Gospel to people like us (Gentiles).  We can celebrate this text!  How will we give thanks 
to God for reaching out to people like us? 
 
PSALM 98 
 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  
 

Reflection 
We could celebrate by singing/praying Psalm 98.  Why should we sing a new song to God?  
(verse 1)  What is the victory that God has won?  How has God made this victory known?  (verse 
2)  In reaching out to the nations, has God forgotten Israel?  (verse 3)  What are “all you lands” 
(that’s us Gentiles!) called on to do?  (verse 4)  We’re not using  trumpets and horns yet during 
this pandemic, but the piano is a kind of harp.  And we’re singing again!  (verses 5-6)  Who else 
is rejoicing?  (verses 7-8)  What do you think it would sound like when the rivers clap their hands 
and the hills ring out with joy?  Why would we rejoice because God comes to judge the world?  
What is God’s judgment on the world?  (verse 9, and see also Genesis 1:31) 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                        1 John 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. 
Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey God’s commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey the commandments, 
which are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 
victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 



 
 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 

Reflection 
Who has been born of God?  (verse 1)  How do we know who loves Jesus?  How can we be sure 
that we love God’s children?  (verse 2)  Is it hard to obey God’s commandments?  (verse 3)  Who 
has conquered the world?  (verse 4)  What is the power that conquers the world?  What is our 
faith that makes us conquerors?  (verse 5)  This reminds me of Romans 8:37—we are more than 
conquerors because of God’s love for us.  What does it mean to conquer the world?  There are 
many armies and rulers and politicians that tried to conquer the world.  Which of them has 
survived?  How do we as children of God conquer the world? 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                           ELW 172 
 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
 

ELW Song #172 
© Words: Public Domain |Music: Public Domain 

Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 
Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  
Augsburg Fortress License #SAS015552 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                      John 15:9-17 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. 
Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in my Father’s love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 
what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 

Reflection 
How has Jesus loved his disciples?  (verse 9)  How will we live in God’s love?  (verse 10)  Will it be 
burdensome to keep Jesus’ commandments?  (verse 11)  What is the gift of keeping the 
commandment?  What is Jesus’ commandment?  (verse 12)  What does it mean to “lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends?  (verse 13)  For a few it may mean martyrdom, but that’s not what 



 
 

Jesus is talking about here.  Why do we obey Jesus’ commandment?  (verse 14)  Does Jesus keep 
us, his friends, in the dark about what he is doing?  (verse 15)  Sometimes I think our sin gets in 
the way of knowing what we know about Jesus’ love for us.  What does Jesus tell us about his 
love for us?  (verse 16)  It’s not that we “make a decision” for Jesus; it’s that Jesus has already 
chosen us.  For what has he chosen us?  What is the fruit that we are called to go and bear?  
How will God make sure that our fruit lasts?  What does it mean to ask the Father “in Jesus’ 
name”?  (I don’t think it means that Jesus wants us to have a pony, or a new car, or whatever 
our earthly desire is.)  What does Jesus want us to have?  (verse 17)   
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                                    Liz Jonas 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                       “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  
 

 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into ev'ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 
 

 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
 let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, 
 nevermore thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 
 serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
 glory in thy perfect love. 
 
 



 
 

 Finish then thy new creation, 
 pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
 perfectly restored in thee! 
 Changed from glory into glory, 
 till in heav'n we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 
 

ELW Song #631 | Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
© Words: Public Domain |Music: Public Domain 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Augsburg Fortress License #SAS015552 

 

PRAYER SONG                         “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying”                                  ELW 752 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 
 

CCLI Song # 22829 | Ken Medema 
© 1973 Hope Publishing Company 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1206797 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Curtis Lenander (Pastor Roger’s dad), Pat Wessler (Kathy Wessler’s mother), Gerald Clark,  
Sue Wagner (friend of Sharmyn Thompson), David Bezona, Kathy Wessler, Kay Howard,  

Keith Hohly,  Rick & Cyndi Zebelean (friends of Sharmyn Thompson), Sylvia Rush (grandmother 
of Felicia Rush Blanc), Keira Wall (great-niece of Irene Wall), Dorothy Masteller,  

And Dee Rasmussen 
 

 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all 
Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and 
witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with 
your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, 
may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. 



 
 

Your mercy is great. 
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your word 
in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world 
may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are sick 
or suffering. Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-
changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying. In the midst of a 
global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  
We pray for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for those 
mourning the loss of life and those facing death, and for those who urgently work to find 
effective treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: 
Curtis, Pat, Gerald, Sue, David, Kathy, Kay, Keith, Rick, Cyndi, Sylvia, Kiera, Dorothy, Dee, and 
those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering 
people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who 
grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with 
thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in 
your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 

P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 



 
 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

 

Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
 

To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 
 

DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS                                                                                                pg. 207                                                                                                            
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 



 
 

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

P O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 



 
 

P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

P With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               

 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen! 

                                                                                       
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P The risen Christ invites us to this table.  Come, eat and be satisfied. All are welcome. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

 



 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

P Wellspring of joy, 
C through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION                               

 

P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
SENDING SONG                                      “Let There Be Praise” 
 

Let there be praise 
Let there be joy in our hearts 
Sing to the Lord 
Give Him the glory 
Let there be praise 
Let there be joy in our hearts 
Forevermore let His love fill the air 
And let there be praise 

 

CCLI Song # 20670 | Dick Tunney | Melodie Tunney 
© 1985 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

Pamela Kay Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 1206797 
 

DISMISSAL  

 

L  Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                     “What a Friend” 
Sharon Gray, piano 

 

One License Song #123868| arr. Jack Schrader 
© Tune: 2001 Hope Publishing Company 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

One License # A-738233 
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