
 

Friday, April 2, 2021 
Good Friday 

Service of Tenebrae 
 

WELCOME 
Tenebrae is a centuries old service of the Christian Church.  It is sometimes called the Service of 
Shadows, characterized by the extinguishing of candles and lights as the story of our Lord’s death is 
related.  Tenebrae climaxes with the removal of the last light of the sanctuary – the light of the 
Christ candle – as we hear of Jesus’ death on the cross.  After Jesus is laid to rest the strepitus is 
heard, a loud noise signifying the closing of the tomb and the shaking of the foundations of the 
earth.  At the end of Tenebrae the Christ candle returns, anticipating the promised resurrection. 
 

The devotional structure of Tenebrae may follow a variety of patterns.  Sometimes    the service is 
built around what we call the “Seven Last Words” -- a compilation   from all four gospels of the 
words that Christ spoke from the cross.  Other times, a single gospel account of the passion story is 
used. 
 

Our service utilizes the latter approach, following the passion story as it is related in the gospel 
according to St. Mark.  As we move through the seven episodes of the passion narrative, candles are 
extinguished symbolizing the movement closer to darkness, death and the tomb. 
 

Of all four gospels, Mark is the most dramatic and has the greatest sense of urgency.  It is also 
clearly focused on the cross of Christ and the urgency of its meaning for our living.  The life, death 
and resurrection of God’s Messiah needs to be speaking to our lives right now.  The way we carry 
the good news that the kingdom has come near is urgently needed in the world in which we live 
today.  Inspiring us to be disciples who are responding right now to Jesus’ call to follow is perhaps 
the main reason Mark has written this story.  As the introduction to Mark’s gospel in the “Lutheran 
Study Bible” says: “Jesus is indeed the hoped-for Messiah, but we only fully realize how he is making 
God’s kingdom present when we experience him as the crucified Messiah.”  It is in the death of the 
Son of God – and in our own dying and rising – that we discover the true meaning of life. 

 
INVOCATION 
 

P We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen! 

 
LITANY 
 

P And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light. 

C  God is light, in whom there is no darkness. 
 

P For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world but that the world might be saved 
through him. 

C  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light. 
 

P Come let us worship in spirit and truth. 
C  Amen! 



 

PSALMODY                                                                                                                                           Psalm 51:1-12 
  

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother's womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness, 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing 
to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who 
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen! 

 
SHADOW OF THE FEAST - Juel Pierce                                                                                          Mark 14:12-26a 
 

12On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to him, 
"Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?" 13So he sent two of 
his disciples, saying to them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow 
him, 14and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks, Where is my guest 
room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 15He will show you a large room upstairs, 
furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there." 16So the disciples set out and went to the city, and 
found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 
17When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18And when they had taken their places and were 
eating, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me." 19They began 
to be distressed and to say to him one after another, "Surely, not I?" 20He said to them, "It is one of the 
twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. 21For the Son of Man goes as it is written of 
him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not 
to have been born." 



 

22While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and 
said, "Take; this is my body." 23Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of 
them drank from it. 24He said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 
25Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God." 
26When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  
 
SONG                                                    “Where Charity and Love Prevail”                                             ELW 359 
 

 Where charity and love prevail, 
 there God is ever found; 
 brought here together by Christ's love, 
 by love we thus are bound. 
 

 With grateful joy and holy fear, 
 God's charity we learn; 
 let us with heart and mind and soul 
 now love God in return. 
 

 Let strife among us be unknown; 
 let all contentions cease. 
 Be God's the glory that we seek; 
 be his our only peace. 
 

 Let us forgive each other's faults 
 as we our own confess, 
 that we may love each other well 

in Christian gentleness. 
 

One License Song #16643 | Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 
Text © 1960 World Library Publications. 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. 

Tune: © 1978, Augsburg Fortress  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

One License # A-738233 
 

SHADOW OF THE VIGIL- Karen Jensen                                                                                          Mark 14:32-42 
  

32They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." 33He took 
with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. 34And he said to them, "I 
am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake." 35And going a little farther, he threw 
himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36He said, 
"Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what 
you want." 37He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you 
not keep awake one hour? 38Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 39And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 
40And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not 
know what to say to him. 41He came a third time and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and taking 
your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Get up, 
let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand." 
 



 

SONG                                                  “Go to Dark Gethsemane”    vv. 1-3                                             ELW 347  
 

 Go to dark Gethsemane, 
 all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 
 your Redeemer's conflict see. 
 Watch with him one bitter hour; 
 turn not from his griefs away; 
 learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

 Follow to the judgment hall, 
 view the Lord of life arraigned; 
 oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
 Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 
 Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 
 learn from him to bear the cross. 
 

 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; 
 there, adoring at his feet, 
 mark that miracle of time, 
 God's own sacrifice complete. 
 "It is finished!" hear him cry; 

learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
 

CCLI Song # 2783729 | James Montgomery 
© Words: Public Domain 

Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 1206797 
  
SHADOW OF BETRAYAL - Jim Roever                                                                                            Mark 14:43-50 
 

43Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there was a 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 44Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard." 
45So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. 46Then they laid hands 
on him and arrested him. 47But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the 
high priest, cutting off his ear. 48Then Jesus said to them, "Have you come out with swords and clubs to 
arrest me as though I were a bandit? 49Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did 
not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled." 50All of them deserted him and fled. 
 
 
 
 
SONG                                                                   “Ah, Holy Jesus”                                                              ELW 349 
 

 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 
 that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  
 By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  
 O most afflicted.  



 

 

 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
 Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
 'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  
 I crucified thee.  
 

 Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 
 the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered;  
 for our atonement, while we nothing heeded,  
 God interceded.  
 

 For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 
 thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation; 
 thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 
 for my salvation. 
 

 Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
 I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 
 think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 

not my deserving. 
 

CCLI Song # 2791041 | Johann Heermann | Robert Seymour Bridges 
© Words: Public Domain 

Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 1206797 
 

SHADOW OF THE TRIAL - Howard Harmsen                                                              Mark 14:53 – 65; 15:1-20  
  

53They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were assembled. 
54Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with 
the guards, warming himself at the fire. 55Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for 
testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. 56For many gave false testimony 
against him, and their testimony did not agree. 57Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, 
saying, 58We heard him say, 'I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will 
build another, not made with hands.' 59But even on this point their testimony did not agree. 60Then the 
high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, "Have you no answer? What is it that they testify 
against you?" 61But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the 
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?" 62Jesus said, "I am; and 
 'you will see the Son of Man 
 seated at the right hand of the Power,' 
 and 'coming with the clouds of heaven.'" 
63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "Why do we still need witnesses? 64You have heard his 
blasphemy! What is your decision?" All of them condemned him as deserving death. 65Some began to 
spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, "Prophesy!" The guards also took him 
over and beat him. 
 
1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the 
whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, "Are 



 

you the King of the Jews?" He answered him, "You say so." 3Then the chief priests accused him of 
many things. 4Pilate asked him again, "Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against 
you." 5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 7Now a man 
called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 8So 
the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 9Then he answered 
them, "Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" 10For he realized that it was out of 
jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have 
him release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, "Then what do you wish me to do 
with the man you call the King of the Jews?" 13They shouted back, "Crucify him!" 14Pilate asked them, 
"Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Crucify him!" 15So Pilate, wishing to 
satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 
crucified. 
16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters); and 
they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they began saluting him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 19They 
struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 
SONG                                                     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                                             ELW 351 

 

 O sacred head, now wounded, 
with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, 
what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call thee mine. 

 

 How pale thou art with anguish, 
 with sore abuse and scorn; 
 how does thy face now languish, 
 which once was bright as morn! 
 Thy grief and bitter passion 
 were all for sinners' gain; 
 mine, mine was the transgression, 
 but thine the deadly pain. 
 

 What language shall I borrow 
to thank thee, dearest friend, 
for this thy dying sorrow, 
thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me thine forever, 
and should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never 



 

outlive my love to thee. 
 

 Lord, be my consolation; 
shield me when I must die; 
remind me of thy passion 
when my last hour draws nigh. 
These eyes, new faith receiving, 
from thee shall never move; 
for all who die believing 
die safely in thy love. 
 

CCLI Song # 3983030 
Bernard of Clairvaux | Hans Leo Hassler | James Waddell Alexander | Paul Gerhardt | Robert Sterling 

© Words: Public Domain 
Music: 2002 Two Fine Boys Music (Admin. by CURB | Word Music Publishing) 
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For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
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SHADOW OF THE CRUCIFIXION - Karri Chladek                                                                           Mark 15:22-32 
 
22Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they 
offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his 
clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 
25It was nine o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of the charge against him 
read, "The King of the Jews." 27And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his 
left. 
29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, "Aha! You who would destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross!" 31In the same way the 
chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, "He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so 
that we may see and believe." Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 
  
SONG                                                     “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”                                              ELW 337 
 

 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
 and did my sov'reign die? 
 Would he devote that sacred head 
 for sinners such as I? 
 

 Was it for sins that I had done 
 he groaned upon the tree? 
 Amazing pity, grace unknown, 
 and love beyond degree! 
 

 Well might the sun in darkness hide 
 and shut its glories in 
 when God, the mighty maker, died 

for his own creatures' sin. 
 



 

 Thus might I hide my blushing face 
 while his dear cross appears, 
 dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
 and melt my eyes to tears. 
 

 But tears of grief cannot repay 
 the debt of love I owe; 
 here, Lord, I give myself away: 
 'tis all that I can do. 
 

CCLI Song # 106123 | Hugh Wilson | Isaac Watts 
© Words: Public Domain 

Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 1206797 
 
SHADOW OF DEATH - Phil Lewis                                                                                                     Mark 15:33-39  
    
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At three o'clock 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?" 
35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for Elijah." 36And someone ran, 
filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take him down." 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who stood 
facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was God's Son!" 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                                “Jesus Died Alone”         

Sharmyn Thompson & Jeff Langdon 
 

One License Song #193909| John Parker, Joel Raney 
©  2014 Hope Publishing Company 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
One License # A-738233 

 
    
SHADOW OF THE TOMB - Pam Farrell                                                                                           Mark 15:40-46 
 
40There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These used to follow him and provided for him 
when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 
42When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, 
43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for 
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he 
were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some 
time. 45When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46Then 
Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a 
tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.  
 
STREPITUS 



 

 
MEDITATION                                                                                                                                    Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 

P Lord Jesus, one of us betrayed you, another denied you, and all of us have forsaken you.  Yet, you 
have died for us, taking our sins upon yourself and atoning for us before the Father.  Strengthen 
us so that we do not turn aside, but follow you through sunlight and shadow alike.  For the final 
victory belongs to you, Lord Jesus, and in that we hope to share. Amen! 

 
DISMISSAL 

P May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death,  
even death on a cross,  
keep you and strengthen you this night and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
TOLLING OF THE CHIMES 
 

The service ends in silence 
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