
March 31, 2021 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

Greetings to all on this Wednesday in Holy Week.  Jim Pierce, president of the congregation, 

sent an email to everyone earlier today and I encourage you all to read it carefully.  There is in it 

much good information regarding several things that are before us as a congregation.  Thank 

you, Jim, for your dedicated efforts in keeping us all informed.  I’ll not duplicate here what Jim 

has said, with the exception of a few of the worship matters, so please do read his letter. 

  

We will have Maundy Thursday worship available to you online tomorrow as well as Good 

Friday worship the next day.  Both of these worship services are online only.  There will be no in 

person worship on Thursday or Friday.  You will be able to access the online services through 

either the First Lutheran website or Facebook page.  Many thanks to all contributed to the 

production of these two services. 

  

As we have been announcing, on Easter Sunday we will resume in person worship as well as 

continue to provide worship online.  In person worship will be held at 9:00 a.m.  Online worship 

will be available all day via the website and Facebook page.  In person worship will be restricted 

in a number of ways, but we will not follow all the restrictions we did last fall.  Here are some 

things to keep in mind: 

•      We will not restrict entry to only the south and east doors.  The north door and 

northeast corner doors will be open as well. 
•      Masks must be worn at all times while in the building and during worship.  The only 

time masks may be removed is when receiving Holy Communion. 
•      We will maintain social distancing in the sanctuary.  Families may all sit together but 

we will maintain distances between groups.  Ushers will be present to help folks find 

appropriate places to sit.  Keep in mind that the seat you always sit in might not be 

available, so please be flexible.  Both choir loft and chapel will be open for 

congregational seating. 
•      Holy Communion will be celebrated but we will again use pre-packaged elements of 

bread and wine.  These will be available for you pick up as you enter worship so that we 

receive the elements right in our seats when the sacrament is celebrated.  Packets of both 

wine and grape juice will be available. 
•      An offering will be taken but offering plates will not be passed.  There will be several 

offering plates in the back of the sanctuary and by the entry into the chapel.  Please place 

your offering in them when you come into worship or when you leave. 
•      Children are encouraged to come to worship.  Our young folks have missed coming 

to church as much or more than anyone.  The nursery will be open but there will be no 

attendant.  There will be a Children’s Message during worship that will be pre-recorded 

and presented via video.  Children will be asked to remain seated with their families for 

the message. 
•      There will be no live singing during worship.  All live music will be instrumental 

only.  All vocal music will be pre-recorded and presented on video.  In person 

worshippers are asked not to sing along.  Likewise, all readings and intercessory prayers 

will be pre-recorded and presented via video.  



•      We will share the peace from where we are seated. 
•      There will be no fellowship inside the building following worship and no 

refreshments served.  Ushers will dismiss the congregation by rows and we ask that all 

fellowship happen outside.  We are forecasted to have a nice day weather-wise on 

Sunday, so let’s take advantage of it! 
  

This may sound like a lot to keep in mind and may even sound like more than we need to do, but 

at this time these seem like the best to do to keep everyone as safe as we can and to follow the 

current CDC guidelines.  As Jim said in his letter, we will continue to monitor the COVID 

situation in our community, as well as CDC guidelines as they change, and modify our practices 

as appropriate. 

  

Last week in my letter to you I reported that Phil Heeler got some great news in that the biopsy 

he had done indicated he is cancer free.  While we continue to rejoice in this good news, Phil and 

Linda have asked that we offer prayers of thanksgiving for the doctors and nurses who have been 

attending Phil.  This we most gratefully do.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

David Bezona is once again experiencing infection in his right knee, the knee on which he had 

surgery last year.  Consequently, David will be going into the hospital next week to have surgery 

performed yet again on this knee.  David, we are so sad to learn of this development and will 

certainly keep you and your caregivers in our prayers.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Let us continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our prayers: those who 

are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give healing to the 

afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are administered, we pray for 

their success.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

May the peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 
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