
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
March 11, 2021 @ 6:30pm via Zoom 
 
Members present: Terry Cotton, Jim Farrell, DeeDee Hebb, Sarah Sedlacek, Carol 
Bunge, Sylvester Heeler, Marilyn Hunt, Debbie Taylor, Brenda Bass, Kristy Langdon, 
Jim Pierce, Cyndee Simpson, Pastor Keith Hohly 
 
Members absent: none 
 
The meeting was called to order by Jim Pierce, president, at 6:30pm. Terry C. presented 
devotions centering around the theme of walking by faith and not by sight. As we look 
back at the past year and the changes that have occurred, we were encouraged to “think 
inside The Book.” 
 
April devotions to be given by Jim Farrell. 
 
February 11, 2021 Council meeting minutes were reviewed as printed. There were no 
corrections or additions. Marilyn H. made the motion to accept the minutes as printed. 
Jim F. seconded. Motion carried. 
 
February 2021 treasurer’s report was presented by Cyndee S. No corrections or 
additions. Kris L. made the motion to accept the treasurer’s report as printed. Debbie T. 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Keith Hohly presented his report as printed. The Call Committee 
had their first meeting and Nancy Lewis will serve as chairperson. The first joint 
meeting will be held on March 16, 2021 with the Call Committee and Council via Zoom 
with Synod staff, David Whetter and Susan Langhauser. 
 
Old Business: 
---SBA PPP update: Cyndee S. gave the update. The paperwork has been started online 
to complete the loan forgiveness. Jim P. keeps an eye on any information or new 
guidelines that would make us qualify for another loan. 
 
---Call Committee: Pastor Keith’s report contained all the needed updates and 
information. 
 
---Audit Committee: Cyndee S. reported that Laurel Goforth and Steve Archer met last 
week and completed an audit of the 2019 and 2020 Operating funds and the 2019 and 
2029 Building funds accounts. The accounts were clean and audits showed no 
discrepancies.  
 



---Fund Raiser for Mortgage: Jim P. presented. He has already approached The 
Foundation to have them start thinking about the possibility of a grant to assist with 
paying down the mortgage. Carol B. presented several ideas and thoughts for fund 
raising events: a Silent Auction that could be held online if needed and also an 
“Amazing Race” idea where people would pay to participate. Discussion about these 
opportunities. Dates for the activities will be set as soon as possible as the mortgage 
paydown will happen prior to July 1. 
 Jim Roever compiled a letter concerning fundraising which was presented to 
Council. Discussion about the various amounts being pulled from different accounts. 
The goal would be to reduce the length of the mortgage.  
Kris L. made the motion: To have the goal for fund raising be $45,000 total in order to 
make a lump sum principal payment on the mortgage before July 1, 2021. The amounts 
to be from fund raising, at least $5,000, from the Memorial fund $20,000, and from The 
Foundation, $20,000. Carol B. seconded. 
 
There was discussion about the CD that matures in October. Debbie T. amended the 
above motion to include: In October 2021 take $20,000 from CD when it matures to 
apply to principal payment on mortgage. Marilyn H. seconded. 
 
Motion carried for amendment. Motion carried for original motion. 
 
Jim P. will finish up the grant application to submit to The Foundation and will continue 
to work with Dan Chladek. Council was encouraged to look at the printed questions and 
answers that were sent out regarding The Foundation and give Jim P. any feedback by 
the end of next week. 
 
Council will need to look at what the plan is to continue with building fund payments in 
the future.  
 
---Resuming in person activities at church: Debbie T. presented the recommendations of 
the committee that first met last summer. There was much discussion about the 
possibility of resuming in person worship on Easter Sunday. Sarah S. gave her expertise 
in that COVID numbers are down. It would be beneficial to continue with the same 
guidelines of social distancing and mask wearing whenever we resume worship. 
Discussion about options and knowing how many people would actually attend on 
Easter.  
Kris L. made the motion: To open church for Easter Sunday, April 4, for in person 
worship and continuing with the same restrictions as were observed previously. 
Reservations for Easter Sunday to be obtained by the deacons contacting and/or calling 
people. Carol B. seconded. Motion carried. 
 
 



Committee meetings and small groups at church: Carol B. made the motion: To reopen 
church for in person small groups and meetings effective immediately, but continuing to 
follow social distancing and mask wearing. Sylvester H. seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Discussion about different places to meet at the church. The chapel and the classroom 
adjacent to the office would allow adequate space for social distancing. It was also 
decided the groups needs to call the church office to reserve needed spaces. 
 
Jim P. will contact Dave Newman in order to contact the cleaning service with the above 
information. 
 
---Philip Deng ordination: Pastor Keith stated that Philip will be ordained this coming 
Sunday afternoon, March 14, 2021 at 2:00pm at the church. Synod staff are in charge of 
the planning and of the service itself. Due to COVID, it is a closed event and 
congregational members are unable to attend. Altar Guild to provide flowers for the 
event. 
 
New Business: 
No new business on the agenda. 
 
Next Council meeting will be April 8, 2021 @ 6:30pm at the church. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10pm. 
 
Pastor Keith closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brenda Bass, Secretary 
 
 


