
April 14, 2021 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

Greetings to you as we continue to celebrate the Easter resurrection.  Allelulia!  Christ is 

Risen!  Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

  

I hope you have all found the time to read Jim Pierce’s “Pay Down the Mortgage Update” that 

was emailed yesterday.  If you have yet to read it, please do.  It contains lots of good news 

regarding efforts to pay down the FLC mortgage—from the First Lutheran Foundation’s 

approval of a $20,000 grant request, to the authorization of an Advanced Gifts Campaign, to a 

fundraising challenge to the congregation planned for this spring.  If you need the email resent to 

you, please let the church office know.  Thank you, Jim, for keeping us updated.  Many thanks to 

the Foundation for its support, to the Council for its leadership and to the Fundraiser Committee 

for their good work.  It is great to see so many people on board and working together on this! 

  

The Council, at its meeting last Thursday, acted to ease some of the restrictions we placed on 

ourselves for in person worship.  For the time being, all participants of in person worship will 

continue to wear masks and maintain proper social distance, but we will incorporate 

congregational singing while being masked and in person lectors reading the lessons and offering 

prayers of intercession.  Children’s sermons will continue to be offered via video, Holy 

Communion will continue to be shared from our seats as will the sharing of the peace.  Offering 

plates still will not be passed and we will continue to refrain from indoor fellowship after 

worship.  The Council, though, will continue to monitor our worship practices in light of the 

pandemic and make appropriate modifications as we go forward.  Many thanks to the Council for 

their good leadership in this.  Thanks as well goes to the entire community for faithfully 

observing the restrictions we have placed on ourselves for the welfare of all. 

  

First Lutheran’s Call Committee was installed at in person worship last Sunday and on this past 

Monday evening, they met with the Transition Team to discuss the work they have passed down 

to the Call Committee and to gain their wisdom regarding some of the tasks the Call Committee 

now faces.  The Call Committee has a meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 22, with our Call 

Process Minister, the Rev. Susan Langhauser.  Future updates on the call process will come to 

you directly from Call Committee Chair Nancy Lewis.  Thank you, Nancy, for your leadership 

and to the entire Call Committee for the service you are giving First Lutheran. 

  

After having a very difficult afternoon and evening following knee replacement surgery last 

Wednesday, David Bezona is now doing much better and is making good progress in his 

recovery.  David was able to come home on Monday and continues to recuperate there.  David, 

we give thanks for the success of your surgery, for safely coming through a very difficult post-

surgery night and for now being at home and making good progress.  May God’s healing Spirit 

continue to be with you in the days ahead.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Kathy Wessler received a great report from her doctor yesterday following surgery she had last 

week to remove some skin cancer.  All of her bandages are gone, the stitches are out and the 

report is her surgeons were able to remove all the cancer.  This is great news, Kathy, and with 



you we give thanks to God for the success of your procedure.  We will certainly keep you in our 

prayers as you heal from this surgery.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Dorothy Masteller was admitted to Mosaic Life Care this past weekend with a fairly severe case 

of shingles that is affecting the left side of her face and her left eye.  Many of us know how very 

painful shingles are and we are very saddened, Dorothy, to learn of your affliction.  Our prayer is 

that the care provided you at Mosaic will speedily bring relief to your suffering and healing to 

your wounds.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Irene Wall’s good friend, Helen Koch, who has been in hospice care and in our prayers for the 

last several weeks, died this morning.  Irene, we are so sorry you have lost this dear friend.  As 

an Easter people, our hope and trust are in the resurrection to eternal life and that, in Christ, 

Helen has found perfect healing.  Rest eternal grant her, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine 

upon her. 

  

Likewise, we hold John Lawrence and his family in our prayers as his granddaughter, Rosalie 

Morse, and her mother and two siblings were killed in an automobile accident last week.  John, 

we are deeply grieved by this tragedy and pray for the God of resurrection to receive Rosalie and 

her family into everlasting life.  Rest eternal grant them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine 

upon them. 

  

Let us continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our prayers: those who 

are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give healing to the 

afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are administered, we pray for 

their success.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

May the peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 
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