
 

 

Updates from the President 
 
I’m sending this communication to briefly update members and friends of First Lutheran about 
several things. 
 
Our treasurer reports that March income was significantly less than is needed to cover March 
expenses.  This was also true in February.  If you have not made contributions to support our 
ministry the council encourages you to do so as you are able. 
 
If you are one of those whose financial situation is healthy, please consider donating a portion of 
your recent stimulus check either to our operating account or to our upcoming “Pay Down the 
Mortgage” campaign. 
 
Carol Bunge and her team continue to work on plans to raise a minimum of $5,000 as part of 
that campaign.  Those plans will be reviewed at the council’s April meeting and announced as 
they are firmed up.  
 
We received word last week that the Payroll Protection Program loan we received in May 2020 
was forgiven in full.  We do not have to pay back either the loan or interest that accrued on it. 
 
The ELCA Mission Investment Fund (MIF), holder of our mortgage, has reset of the interest rate 
on our loan.  Beginning May 1, 2021, the interest rate will be 3.95%.  This is 0.425% lower than 
the 4.375% rate currently offered on MIF loans.  We secured a lower interest rate for two 
reasons.  We successfully presented our need and plan to reduce our mortgage debt as quickly 
as possible.  The First Lutheran Foundation has funds invested in the MIF, making us, through 
the foundation, a MIF partner. 
 
Staff and the executive committee met Sunday afternoon to begin charting the course for online 
worship after we resume live worship.  We are early in that discussion but will likely shift from a 
pre-recorded service to live streaming that will bring viewers into the sanctuary during Sunday 
worship.  The live stream will be recorded and posted for those who wish to view it later.  If you 
are interested in helping with that live stream, contact either Pastor Keith or me. 
 
COVID, what is there to say?  Even as we resume in person worship, we have members not 
comfortable with this decision.  That is why we resume in person worship with masking and 
distancing restrictions still in place and encourage you to stay home if you are at high risk 
personally.   
 
We continue to monitor the changing COVID situation across the country and especially in our 
community, and will factor those changes into decisions on when to ease those restrictions.  
Unfortunately at a national level the story is mixed, with both increases in vaccine distribution 
and vaccinations and increases in new COVID cases as travel and gathering restrictions are 
eased and mutant strains develop and spread.  We cannot predict the impact of these things on 
our own community.  Pray that God will guide our course as a congregation and individually in 
this sea of uncertainty. 
 
And most importantly, continue to pray for one another and reach out to one another as you are 
able to nurture those human connections we all need in this time. 


