
Sunday, March 7, 2021 
Third Sunday in Lent 

 
LENTEN BEGINNING                                     “Open My Ears, Lord” 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
PRELUDE                                                   “Meditation on ‘Hamburg’”                                             Wilbur Held 

Sharon Gray, organ 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                        “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”                                            ELW 519 

 

 Open your ears, O faithful people, 
 open your ears and hear God's word. 
 Open your hearts, O royal priesthood, 
 God has come to you. 
 

Refrain 
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 

 God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 
 God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
 God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 
 
 



 They who have ears to hear the message, 
 they who have ears, now let them hear; 
 they who would learn the way of wisdom, 
 let them hear God's word.  Refrain 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                                                                 pg. 156 
 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Holy God, 
C through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in 

your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                          “Nearer My God To Thee”              Lowell Mason / arr. Phil Lewis 
Phil Lewis, Pianica 

 
 



FIRST READING – Debra Hohly, reading                                                                                      Exodus 20:1-17 
 

After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in 
community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, 
the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, 
and property. 
 

1God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself and idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, 
to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 
anyone who misuses the divine name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But 
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days 
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 
the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you. 
  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

Reflection 
The Ten Commandments from Exodus 20 is our first text for today.  If you grew up as a non-Lutheran 
Protestant, or as  Jew, you may come up with a different commandment when someone asks you what, 
say, the fifth commandment is.  There is an interesting chart in the Lutheran Bible (see p. 154) that 
compares the numbering of the Ten Commandments in various traditions.  Another list of 
commandments (like this one, but in some ways different) is in Deuteronomy 5:6-21.  Luther’s Small 
Catechism uses in essence both of these lists.  The translation is different.  I encourage you to read 
through this, and to use the Small Catechism as you reflect on what each of them means to you.  What I 
like best about the Catechism is that it turns what for most of them are negatives (“You shall not”) into 
positives: “We are to fear and love God so that….”  During Lent, you may want to use these 
commandments and Luther’s explanation of them to reflect on how you need forgiveness. 
 
Psalm 19– read together with Howard Harmsen 
 

 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 



 3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
 

Reflection 
How in your experience do the heavens declare God’s glory? (verse 1)  I think of sunrises and sunsets I 
have seen, when the sky is a gorgeous variety of colors.  I think of the moon, when we can see it, and 
the stars.  What do you see in the heavens that makes you think of God’s glory?  The psalmist says that, 
even though the heavens do not speak in language we humans can understand, yet we know what their 
message is if we use our imaginations.  (verses 2-6)  What message do you hear, perhaps not even from 
the sky, but also from space?  The psalmist then goes on to reflect on the commandments of God.  
What does the psalmist say about the teaching of God?  (verse 7)  What does it accomplish?  (verses 7-
9)  What is the advantage to keeping the commandments of God?  (verses 10-11)  What does the 
psalmist pray about one’s own relationship with the commandments of God?  (verses 12-13)  Verse 14 
might be a good prayer to reflect on and pray throughout Lent, and indeed, every time we open our 
mouths! 
 
SECOND READING – Janice Harmsen, reading                                                                 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is mostly 
revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is 
working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 
 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 



  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

Reflection 
In this text Paul considers the difference between the wisdom of the world, and the wisdom of God 
through Christ.  What does Paul say about the message of the cross?  (verse 18)  What is the message 
of the cross?  How did Jesus show God’s power and wisdom?  (verses 19-24)  What is the “foolishness” 
of God? (verse 25) What was the “power” and “nobility” of most of those who were part of the 
Christian community in Corinth?  (verse 26)  One example of God’s choosing what is foolish and weak in 
the world is the story of Jesus’ birth.  Who was his mother?  Why do you think Jesus was not born in a 
palace, with rich parents?  What might we boast about if we are wealthy, or powerful, or wise?  (verses 
27-29)  What does God want us to “boast” about?  (verse 30)   
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                                 pg. 189 

 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Save us as you promised; 
we will trust your word. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                                 John 2:13-22 
 

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When 
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the 
midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed. 
 

13The Passover of the Jewish people was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip 
of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Judeans then said to him, 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.” 20The Judeans then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 
years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But Jesus was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After 
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

Reflection 
In John’s Gospel, this is Jesus’ first trip to Jerusalem for the Passover.  What does he do?  (verses 13-17)  
What do his disciples think?  (verse 17)  Not everyone agrees with them.  What do the Jewish leaders of 



the temple ask him?  (verse 18)  What does Jesus answer them? (verse 19)  This is a text, common in 
John, in which the people around Jesus are thinking about one thing, and Jesus means another—
something that points to his mission.  What do the Jewish leaders think about?  (verse 20)  What is 
Jesus referring to?  (verses 21-22)  What do you think Jesus means by connecting the temple to his 
body?  What is our temple? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                                      Sarah Sedlacek 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                                           Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                                          “Bind Us Together” 
 

Refrain 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together with cords 
That cannot be broken 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together with love 

 

There is only one God 
There is only one King 
There is only one body 
That is why we can sing Refrain 
 

Made for the glory of God 
Purchased by His precious Son 
Born with the right to be clean 
For Jesus the vict’ry has won Refrain 
 

You are the fam’ly of God 
You are the promise divine 
You are God's chosen desire 
You are the glorious new wine Refrain 

 
PRAYER SONG                                    “Change My Heart Oh God” 
 

Change my heart oh God 
Make it ever true 
Change my heart oh God 
May I be like You 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Dave & Ann Newman 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Alan Dunning, Kay Howard, Gerald & Peggy Clark, Carolyn & ?, Mike Lawrence (son of John Lawrence), 

Bob Schimmerhorn (friend of John Lawrence), Keith Hohly, Floreen Johnson, Chris and Andy Wilson 



(friends of Sharon Gray), Rick & Cyndi Zebelean (friends of Sharmyn Thompson), Sylvia Rush 
(grandmother of Felicia Rush Blanc), Myrene Bunge, Pamma Williams, Lynn Ann Flora (friend of Laurel 
Goforth), Keira Wall (great-niece of Irene Wall), Reed Nelson, Dorothy Masteller, Dee Rasmussen and 

the family of Marlene Hebb 
 

 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 
people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and military chaplains, for 
those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and release in the name of Christ, let us 
pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the rainwater they 
drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community organizers, 
school officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in times of trial, fear, or 
hopelessness, they find freedom in service to those most in need, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive relationships, for 
those crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other sickness, for those exhausted 
from overwork or stress, and for all who cry out to you.  In the midst of a global crisis, we look to you 
for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with this 
disease and those who are treating them, for those mourning the loss of life and those facing death, 
and for those who urgently work to find effective treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our 
faith community needing your care:  Carolyn, Mike S., Kay, Alan, Mike L., Bob, Gerald, Peggy, Keith, 
Floreen, Rick, Cyndi, Chris, Andy, Sylvia, Myrene, Pamma, Lynn Ann, Keira, Reed, Dorothy, Dee, the 
family of Marlene Hebb, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here; for parish nurses and visitors; 
for ministries of companionship and support, for the young people in this place who open us to new 
understandings, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from their labors, that 
their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells 
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen! 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 

C Amen! 
 

P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is 
full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Fountain of living water, 
C pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen! 

 

P Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 

C Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 



 
PREFACE  

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places  
 give thanks and praise to you,  
 almighty and merciful God,  
 through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
  and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,  
 that, renewed in the gift of baptism,  
 we may come to the fullness of your grace.  
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

  
SANCTUS                                                                                                                                              pg. 190 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are 
most holy,  

 and great is the majesty of your glory.  
 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have 
eternal life.  

 We give you thanks for his coming into the world to 
fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things 
for our salvation. 

  

 In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  



 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,  
 his life-giving passion and death,  
 his glorious resurrection and ascension,  
 and the promise of his coming again,  
 we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,  
 not as we ought but as we are able;  
 we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving  
 and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,  
 and these your own gifts of bread and wine,  
 so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ  
 may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,  
 and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,  
 may be formed to live as your holy people  
 and be given our inheritance with all your saints.  
 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.  
C Amen! 

  
LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. All are welcome. 



 
COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P God of steadfast love, 
C at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in 

the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                                              “Lift High the Cross”                                                          ELW 660 
 

Refrain 
      Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
       till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 

 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 

 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
 

 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace and serve our Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 



  
POSTLUDE                                                               “Reflection”                                                           Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, piano 
 
 

 
 
 

First Lutheran Church 
302 South 10th St. 

St. Joseph, MO 64503 / 816-232-8378 / flcsj302@gmail.com 
www.flcsj.org 

Rev. Keith Hohly, Interim Pastor 
 

Instruments: Piano and Organ – Sharon Gray | Guitar – Roger Lenander | Guitar/Bass – Jim Pierce 
 

Song leaders and vocal talents: Sharmyn Thompson, Keith Hohly, Deb Hohly,  
Dave Newman, Jeff Langdon, Phil Lewis, Nancy Lewis, Jim Pierce, Juel Pierce, Jim Bunge, 

 Carol Bunge, Kathy Wessler, and Roger Lenander 
 

Reflections on Today’s Readings written by Rev. Juel Pierce 
 

Music and Liturgy: 
 

“Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”| Song  #20209 | Text © 1966, 1982 Willard F. Jabusch, admin.  
OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

One License # A-738233 
 

“Nearer My God To Thee” | CCLI Song # 78835 | Lowell Mason 
© Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1206797 

 
“Bind Us Together” | CCLI Song # 1228 | Bob Gillman 

© 1977 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 1206797 
 

“Lift High the Cross” | ELW #660 | Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 
Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

One License # A-738233 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America. Used by permission. 
 

All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission. 

 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS015552 

 

CCLI License # 1206797 
 

One License # A-738233 


