
Sunday, March 21, 2021 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 
LENTEN BEGINNING                                   “Open Our Lives, Lord” 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
PRELUDE                                                  “Now the Green Blade Rises”  

Sharon Gray, organ 
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APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                                       “Glorify Thy Name” 

 

Father we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
 

Jesus we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 



Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
 

Spirit we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
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GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                                                                 pg. 156 
 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 
C with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen 

us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                     “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

Karen Jensen, soprano 
 

One License Song #98022 | arr. Richard Walters 
©Hal Leonard Corporation 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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FIRST READING – Nancy Lewis, reading                                                                                 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant established 
at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with the people. There 
will be no need to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 
the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

Reflection 
“The days are surely coming…”  Have those days come yet?  (verse 31)  What will God do when those 
days come?  What will this new covenant not be like?  (verse 32)  Why is it time for a new covenant, in 
God’s eyes?  How will this new covenant be different?  (verse 33)  How will the people (that includes us, 
I believe) know what the new covenant is like?  (verse 34)  The old covenant, if you remember, was 
God’s promise to do what God had promised. It didn’t depend on the people.  What does God promise 
in this new covenant?  Have those days come yet?  What do you think? 
 
Psalm 119:9-16– read together with Jim Roever 
 

 9How shall the young keep their way clean? 
  By keeping to your word. 
 10With my whole heart I seek you; 
  let me not stray from your commandments. 
 11I treasure your promise in my heart, 
  that I may not sin against you. 
 12Blessed are you, O LORD; 
  instruct me in your statutes.  
 13With my lips I recite 



  all the judgments of your mouth. 
 14I take greater delight in the way of your decrees 
  than in all manner of riches. 
 15I will meditate on your commandments 
  and give attention to your ways. 
 16My delight is in your statutes; 
  I will not forget your word.  
 

Reflection 
Psalm 119 is an extended reflection on the blessings of God’s Law.  This text (the second section of this 
psalm)  begins by asking how young people can keep themselves clean.  Do you suppose that means 
that it is addressed only to the young, or do we older ones need to reflect on this text as well?  So how 
do we keep ourselves on the straight and narrow?   (verse 9)  What does that mean?  Who are we 
seeking to follow?  (verse 10)  What does the psalmist say we treasure?  (verse 11)  How does that keep 
us from sin?  How do we learn God’s commands?  (verse 12)  How do we show that we know what God 
wants?  (verse 13)  The psalmist declares that we can rejoice even more in the commands of God than 
in riches.  (verse 14)  Do you think that is true of you?  Why or why not?  The proof of that is what the 
psalmist meditates on.  (verse 15)  Is this true of you?  What does the word “delight” mean to you?  
(verse 14)  Do you delight in God’s will?   
 
SECOND READING – Carol Roever, reading                                                                                Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how Christ lived in 
trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our eternal salvation. 
 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him,  
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the 
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 
8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, 
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high 
priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 

Reflection 
In this text, the author is comparing Christ as high priest to Aaron (Moses’s brother) and his 
descendants.  Why did God appoint Christ as a high priest? (verse 5)  What do you think the author 
means by quoting Scripture that “You are a high priest forever”?  (verse 6)  Who is Melchizedek?  (See 
Genesis 14:17-20 and Psalm 110:4)  How did Jesus respond to to this appointment to the priesthood?  
(verse 7)  Do you suppose, among these loud cries and tears, was Jesus’ prayer of Psalm 51?  Why did 
God not save him because he was God’s Son, just as God saved Abraham’s son from death?  (verse 8, 
see also Genesis 22)  What happened because Jesus suffered?  (verses 9-10) 
 
 



GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                                 pg. 189 
 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Save us as you promised; 
we will trust your word. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                               John 12:20-33 

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words about 
seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a harvest in which 
everyone will be gathered. 
 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, 
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
  27Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 
this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, 
“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die. 
 

Reflection 
This is a turning point in the Gospel of John.  What did the Greek people at the festival say to Philip?  
(verses 20-21)  What did Philip and Andrew do?  (verse 22)  How did Jesus answer them?  (verse 23)  
What does it mean in John for Jesus to be glorified?  (see John 3:14, where he compares himself to the 
serpent on the pole that Moses made to save the people when they looked at it)  Also, remember the 
times in Mark when Jesus tells people not to talk about him, or in John 2, when Jesus tells his mother 
not to say that he can perform a miracle.  This is a different response.  “My hour has come!” Jesus says.  
What do you think it means when Jesus compares himself to a grain of wheat?  (verse 24)  As I read this 
text, Jesus is reminding his disciples (including us) that losing life means finding it, and obeying the 
Father is why he came into this world.  (verses 25-26)  What do you think?  I also wonder if, at the same 
time he is exhorting his disciples to follow wherever he leads (even to death, it turns out), he is also 
giving himself sort of a pep talk.  If someone you love and honor says, “my soul is troubled,” do you 
believe them?  (verse 27)  What does he say he will not pray for?  What does he remind himself about 
why he came “to this hour”?  As he verbalizes this spiritual struggle, what does he hear?  (verse 28)  The 
assurance apparently comes to him and encourages him.  What does he say to those who are not sure 
who they heard speaking?  (verses 29-30)  Why is he here?  (verse 31)  Who is “the ruler of this world”?  
This verse reminds me of my confirmation verse, Romans 8:38-39, when Paul confidently asserts that 
not even the rulers of this world can separate us from God’s love in Christ.  When would Jesus be lifted 



up?  (verse 32—remember the serpent on the pole)  We know this refers to his crucifixion.  (verse 33)  
How does this text help to prepare us for Holy Week? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                                          Joyce Stroud 
 

SERMON                                                                                                                                           Rev. Keith Hohly 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                       “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”                                        ELW 800 
 

 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 
 wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
 stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, 
 and make me love you as I ought to love. 
 

 I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 
 no sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
 no angel visitant, no op'ning skies; 
 but take the dimness of my soul away. 
 

 Have you not bid me love you, God and King; 
 all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind? 
 I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling. 
 Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find! 
 

 Teach me to love you as your angels love, 
 one holy passion filling all my frame: 
 the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove, 
 my heart an altar, and your love the flame. 
 

CCLI Song # 2083 | Frederick Cook Atkinson | George Croly 
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Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
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PRAYER SONG                                          “Change My Heart Oh God”                                                  ELW 801 
 

Change my heart oh God 
Make it ever true 
Change my heart oh God 
May I be like You 

 

CCLI Song # 1565 | Eddie Espinosa 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Debbie & Bruce Taylor 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Helen Koch (friend of Irene Wall), Jan Morgan (Nila Schneider’s cousin), Judy Maher (Nila Schneider’s 

cousin), Alan Dunning, Kay Howard, Mike Lawrence (son of John Lawrence), Bob Shimerhorn (friend of 
John Lawrence), Keith Hohly, Floreen Johnson, Rick & Cyndi Zebelean (friends of Sharmyn Thompson), 

Sylvia Rush (grandmother of Felicia Rush Blanc), Myrene Bunge, Pamma Williams, Lynn Ann Flora 
(friend of Laurel Goforth), Keira Wall (great-niece of Irene Wall), Reed Nelson, Dorothy Masteller,  

Dee Rasmussen, the families of Jim Bigham and Wanda Reynolds 
 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a community of 
forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive; through them show the world 
new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your presence, and you call 
us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from 
violent storms, flooding, and wildfires. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to shape communities 
that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity to work for the welfare of all. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your presence: those 
who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or body, those who are dying, and 
all who grieve. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in discipleship. Equip children 
and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning ministries. Give us your truth and wisdom 
and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

In the midst of a global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus 
pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for those 
mourning the loss of life and those facing death, and for those who urgently work to find effective 
treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: Helen, Jan, Judy, 
Alan, Kay, Mike, Bob, Keith, Floreen, Rick & Cyndi, Sylvia, Myrene, Pamma, Lynn Ann, Keira, Reed, 
Dorothy, Dee, the families of Jim Bigham and Wanda Reynolds, and those we name aloud or silently in 
our hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have given us words to 
worship you. With all those who have died in Christ, bring us into life everlasting. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 

C Amen! 
 

P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is 
full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Fountain of living water, 
C pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen! 

 

P Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 

C Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
 
 
 
 



DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE  

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places  
 give thanks and praise to you,  
 almighty and merciful God,  
 through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
  and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,  
 that, renewed in the gift of baptism,  
 we may come to the fullness of your grace.  
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

  
SANCTUS                                                                                                                                              pg. 190 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are 
most holy,  

 and great is the majesty of your glory.  
 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have 
eternal life.  

 We give you thanks for his coming into the world to 
fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things 
for our salvation. 

  



 In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,  
 his life-giving passion and death,  
 his glorious resurrection and ascension,  
 and the promise of his coming again,  
 we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,  
 not as we ought but as we are able;  
 we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving  
 and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,  
 and these your own gifts of bread and wine,  
 so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ  
 may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,  
 and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,  
 may be formed to live as your holy people  
 and be given our inheritance with all your saints.  
 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.  
C Amen! 

  
LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. All are welcome. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P God of steadfast love, 
C at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in 

the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

C Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG                                   “Lord I Lift Your Name On High”                                                ELW 857 
 

Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 
I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 
 

You came from heaven to earth 
To show the way 
From the earth to the cross 
My debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
 

CCLI Song # 117947 | Rick Founds 
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DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace and serve our Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                                                           “Give Me Jesus” 

Sharon Gray, piano 
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