
Sunday, March 14, 2021 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
LENTEN BEGINNING                                   “Open My Heart, Lord” 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
PRELUDE                                                  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  

Sharon Gray, organ 
 

One License Song #1038362 | Lowell Mason | arr. Robert Elmore 
Tune: © 1967 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services) 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                        “Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord” 

 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You (repeat) 
 

To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy holy holy 



 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 

 

CCLI Song # 2298355 | Paul Baloche 
© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
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GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                                                                 pg. 156 
 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, rich in mercy, 
C by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the 
hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen! 
 



SPECIAL MUSIC                                             “There Is a Redeemer” 
Sharmyn Thompson, soprano 

 
CCLI Song # 11483 | Melody Green 
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Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Ears To Hear (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
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CCLI License # 1206797 
 
FIRST READING – Janice Harmsen, reading                                                                                Numbers 21:4-9 
 

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and grumble. They 
forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for their sin, but when 
they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole. 
 
4From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but 
the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have 
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest 
this miserable food.” 6Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, 
so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 
the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people, 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone 
who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and 
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 

Reflection 
Have you ever taken a trip with children?  They are sure to say, when they get tired and cranky, “Are we 
there yet?”  That describes the Israelites on their journey in this text.  “Why did we have to leave 
Egypt?”  (verses 4-5)  What were their complaints? (It reminds me of, Peanut butter sandwiches!  Why 
can’t we stop at McDonald’s?)   How did God answer them?  (verse 6)  How did the Israelites respond?  
(verse 7)  How did Moses help them? What did God tell Moses to do?  (verse 8)  Does that sound 
strange to you?  How did this help them?  (verse 9)  Remember this story when we get to today’s Gospel 
reading. 
 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22– read together with Jim Pierce 
 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 
  for God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
 3gathering them in from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
  through their sins they were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all manner of food 
  and drew near to death’s door. 
 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 
  and you delivered them from their distress.  



 20You sent forth your word and healed them 
  and rescued them from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  
 

Reflection 
The story from Numbers is perhaps one of the things the psalmist was thinking about in writing today’s 
psalm.  What does the psalmist exhort the people to do?  (verses 1-3)  It is as if we were to write a 
psalm today, in the midst of this pandemic, and tell people to give thanks to the Lord.  Then the 
psalmist recalls stories from Israel’s past.  The one we are looking at today is verses 17-22.  What from 
our first reading does this sound like?  (verses 17-18)  When did the people cry to the Lord?  (verse 19, 
see Numbers 21:7)  How does the psalmist recall that God responded?  (verse 20)  What does the 
psalmist tell them (us) to do?  (verses 21-22)  How do you think you can give thanks to the Lord in this 
time? 
 
SECOND READING – Brenda Bass, reading                                                                               Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ Jesus. We 
are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are really a reflection of 
God’s grace at work in our lives. 
 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course of this 
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 
disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh 
and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, 
out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved. With Christ 6God raised us up and enthroned 
us in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus 7so that in the ages to come might be shown the immeasurable 
riches of God’s grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not you own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 
 

Reflection 
How does Paul remind the members of the church in Ephesus about what their life was like before 
Christ?  (verses 1-2)  How does Paul describe what they did, how they lived?  (verse 3)  Notice that Paul 
includes himself in this description.  How does Paul remind them (and us) of what God’s love for us is 
like?  (verses 4-5)  Why has God done this?  How has God saved us?  (verse 6)  Is this something that 
happened only in the past?  (verse 7)  What do we have to do with our own salvation?  (verse 8) Why 
can none of us boast about being saved?  (verse 9)  What do you think Paul means when he speaks of 
us being created in Christ Jesus for good works?  (verse 10)  Whose good works are they? What 
difference does this make to us?  
 
 
 



GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                                 pg. 189 
 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Save us as you promised; 
we will trust your word. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                                 John 3:14-21 

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture passage 
quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the bronze serpent were healed, so 
people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross. 
 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son-of-Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16For God loved the world in this way, that God gave the Son, the only begotten one, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not 
believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so 
their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 

Reflection 
To whom does John the Evangelist compare Jesus?  (verse 14)  How does the Son of Man get “lifted 
up”?  (If it helps, go back to Numbers 21 and see how the bronze serpent was lifted high for everyone to 
see.)  Why does God do this?  (verse 15)  As you read the next verse in context, how does the story of 
the serpent help you to understand Jesus’ death on the cross, when he is “lifted up” for our salvation?  
(verse 16)  Why did God send Jesus into the world?  (verse 17)  What does faith in Jesus have to do with 
the judgment that we receive?  (verse 18)  How are those who believe in Jesus judged?  How about 
those who refuse to believe?  What/Who is the light?  (verse 19—see also John 8:12)  Why do those 
who do evil hate the light?  (verse 20)  What about those who come to the light?  (verse 21)  How have 
we been able to come to the light? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                                                 Liz Jonas 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                                           Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                                                 “Good Soil” 
 

Refrain 
Lord let my heart be good soil 
Open to the seed of Your word 
Lord let my heart be good soil 



Where love can grow 
And peace is understood 

 

When my heart is hard 
Break the stone away 
When my heart is cold 
Warm it with the day 
When my heart is lost 
Lead me on Your way 
Lord let my heart 
Lord let my heart 
Lord let my heart be good soil 

 

CCLI Song # 806698 | Handt Hanson 
© 1985 Changing Church Forum, Inc. 
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PRAYER SONG                                          “Change My Heart Oh God”                                                  ELW 801 
 

Change my heart oh God 
Make it ever true 
Change my heart oh God 
May I be like You 
 

CCLI Song # 1565 | Eddie Espinosa 
© 1982 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Brenda Bass & David Bezona 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Helen Koch (friend of Irene Wall), Philip Deng, Marion Schiermeyer (Della Schiermeyer’s daughter-in-
law), Jan Morgan (Nila Schneider’s cousin), Judy Maher (Nila Schneider’s cousin), Alan Dunning, Kay 

Howard, Gerald & Peggy Clark, Mike Lawrence (son of John Lawrence), Bob Shimerhorn (friend of John 
Lawrence), Keith Hohly, Floreen Johnson, Chris and Andy Wilson (friends of Sharon Gray), Rick & Cyndi 

Zebelean (friends of Sharmyn Thompson), Sylvia Rush (grandmother of Felicia Rush Blanc), Myrene 
Bunge, Pamma Williams, Lynn Ann Flora (friend of Laurel Goforth), Keira Wall (great-niece of Irene 

Wall), Reed Nelson, Dorothy Masteller, Dee Rasmussen and the family of Marlene Hebb 

 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of the church 
throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of service in your name. 
Bless our partners in ministry, our ELCA global partner churches, and Young Adults in Global Mission. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness areas and cities. 
Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as they 
prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of crisis and scarce 
resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought. Bring peace in places 
where scarce resources cause violence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry or without 
homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to those who are sick and 
comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, that we show mercy 
to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, and bless our ministries of 
feeding and shelter. Give us patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We give you thanks this day as our brother, Philip Deng, is ordained a Minister of Word and Sacrament 
in your Church.  We give thanks for his willingness to answer your call to this ministry and we pray you 
will bless and empower him throughout all the years before him in all the places he might serve.  We 
especially pray for you to continue to be in the midst of his ministry here in St. Joseph with the South 
Sudanese Worshiping Community.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

In the midst of a global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus 
pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for those 
mourning the loss of life and those facing death, and for those who urgently work to find effective 
treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: Helen, Philip, 
Marion, Jan, Judy, Kay, Alan, Mike, Bob, Gerald, Peggy, Keith, Floreen, Rick, Cyndi, Chris, Andy, Sylvia, 
Myrene, Pamma, Lynn Ann, Keira, Reed, Dorothy, Dee, the family of Marlene Hebb, and those we name 
aloud or silently in our hearts.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for all who have 
died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 



our rock and our redeemer. 
C Amen! 
 

P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is 
full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Fountain of living water, 
C pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen! 

 

P Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 

C Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE  

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places  
 give thanks and praise to you,  
 almighty and merciful God,  
 through our Savior Jesus Christ.  



 You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
  and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,  
 that, renewed in the gift of baptism,  
 we may come to the fullness of your grace.  
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

  
SANCTUS                                                                                                                                              pg. 190 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are 
most holy,  

 and great is the majesty of your glory.  
 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have 
eternal life.  

 We give you thanks for his coming into the world to 
fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things 
for our salvation. 

  

 In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,  



 his life-giving passion and death,  
 his glorious resurrection and ascension,  
 and the promise of his coming again,  
 we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,  
 not as we ought but as we are able;  
 we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving  
 and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,  
 and these your own gifts of bread and wine,  
 so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ  
 may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,  
 and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,  
 may be formed to live as your holy people  
 and be given our inheritance with all your saints.  
 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.  
C Amen! 

  
LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. All are welcome. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P God of steadfast love, 
C at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in 

the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                                             “Drawn to the Light”                                                          ELW 593 
 

People who walk in darkness have sought  
a light in the heart of the darkest night. 
Just when we thought all would be lost, 
we were drawn to the light of God. 
 

Refrain 
Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, 
drawn to the light and the morning. 
Glorious and bright, oh, what a sight  
to be drawn to the light of God. 

 

How can we tell a heaven from hell 
if ev'ryone dwells in the dark of night? 
Morning dispels, gently compels,  
and we're drawn to the light of God.  Refrain 
 

Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! 
The Lamb is the one who is shining bright, 
bids us to come! Life has begun  
when we're drawn to the light of God.  Refrain 
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DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace and serve our Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                                                          “Amazing Grace”                       

Sharon Gray, piano 
 

One License Song #149284 | arr. Mark Hayes 
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