
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2021 @ 6:30pm via Zoom 

 

Members present: Terry Cotton, Jim Farrell, Dee Dee Hebb, Sarah Sedlacek, Pastor 

Keith Hohly, Carol Bunge, Sylvester Heeler, Marilyn Hunt, Cyndee Simpson, Brenda 

Bass, Kristy Langdon, Jim Pierce 

 

Member absent: Debbie Taylor 

 

Jim Pierce called the meeting to order at 6:31pm. Carol B. presented devotions centering 

around the Scripture passage from Deut. 31:6. The theme was putting fear aside as Carol 

presented thoughts stemming from this past year’s events. 

 

March devotions to be given by Terry C. 

 

Election of Council officers: At the first meeting following Annual meeting the Council 

is to elect the Executive Board members from among the membership. Carol B. 

nominated Jim Pierce as President, Kris Langdon as Vice-president and Brenda Bass as 

Secretary. All nominated persons were agreeable to serving in those positions. Marilyn 

H. made the motion to accept Council officers as nominated. Jim F. seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Nominations were also made for Cyndee S. to serve as Treasurer and Bruce T. to serve 

as Building Fund chairperson. Kris L. made the motion to accept these positions as 

nominated. Terry C. seconded. Motion carried. 

 

January 14, 2021 Council meeting minutes were reviewed as printed. No corrections or 

additions. Marilyn H. made the motion to accept the minutes as printed. Kris L. 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

January Treasurer’s Report was presented by Cyndee S. and Jim P. No corrections or 

additions. Jim F. made the motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as printed. Marilyn 

H. seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Keith Hohly presented his report as printed. Membership 

statistics were discussed as the stats now being used reflect a more realistic number. 

Sarah S. requested that her father be moved back to active status on membership rolls. 

Jim P. to update the membership list and send the link back out to Council members.  

 

Old Business: 

---PPP update: Jim P. reports that at this time there are no new updates as the relief 

package currently being sent out is not available to the church. 



---Chapel lighting: Jim F. reports that this past week the Chapel wiring was completed 

by Miljavac Electric Co. Under direction of Dave Newman and Jim F., Miljavic was 

requested to find a simpler method to turn the lights on/off than the previous system. As 

a result, the old wiring was completely disconnected and replaced with new wiring for 

the reasonable cost of $1,315.00.  Council extends thanks to both of these men for the 

work and their good stewardship. 

 

---Call Committee: Pastor Keith reports that at this time five people have agreed to serve 

on the Call Committee with one person still considering their answer. Once the 

committee is complete with six people the names will be sent out to Council to vote on 

the membership. This vote will take place via email. 

 

Once the Call Committee is established, Dave Whetter, Synod Staff person, will want to 

meet with the Call Committee and Council members for an initial meeting. There was 

discussion about the make-up of the Call Committee and a brief timeline and outline of 

the work to take place. 

 

Jim F. voiced concern that current names for Call Committee were not a true 

representation of the congregation. Should the committee have an additional person? 

Should there be a council person on the committee? Jim P. asked council members to 

think about additional possible names for the Call Committee should the last person 

decline the nomination. 

 

There was discussion about the number of people on the Call Committee. Pastor Keith 

stated that there is no maximum number but there needs to be at least six people serving. 

 

Terry C. made the motion to have the Call Committee be made up of seven members and 

that the seventh member be a member of the Council. Kris L. seconded. There was 

discussion. There was a call for the question. This carried. Motion carried. 

(This topic to be discussed further at end of meeting.) 

 

---2020 Audit Committee: Cyndee S. reports that Laurel Goforth and Steve Archer have 

agreed to serve as the audit committee for church’s records. 

 

---Resuming in person worship: Pastor Keith brought forward the possibility of starting 

in person worship again around Easter (April 4).  If this were to happen, the same 

protocols would be continued with social distancing and masks. Discussion. It was 

decided to begin taking poll of congregation members to see what the feeling is and then 

it will be discussed at March Council meeting. 

 

--Philip Deng ordination: Pastor Keith presents a request from Synod to allow Philip 

Deng’s ordination on March 14, 2021 at 2:00pm in the sanctuary. There would be a 



limited number of guests present. Kris L. made the motion to give the Bishop permission 

to hold Philip Deng’s ordination in our sanctuary on March 14, 2021. Carol B. 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

New Business: 

---Items brought up at Annual Meeting: Jim P. brought forward the request from Jim 

Roever at Annual meeting. It was actually a two-part motion, with the first part 

pertaining to what is needed each year to make current building fund payments and 

general fund budget and the second part pertaining to fund raising and making possible 

lump sum payment onto principal of mortgage prior to July 1. 

Discussion about current loan. The loan was taken out in 2011 and at current rate of 

payments will be paid off in 2032. Discussion about when loan was taken out in 2011 

how many giving units were active at that time. Discussion about possible other funding 

sources for increasing amount of lump sum payment. Discussion about making a grant 

request to the Foundation Board and also pledging an amount from the Memorial fund. 

 

It was decided to form a fundraising committee to plan for raising funds to make a large 

lump sum payment on mortgage prior to the re-set date of July 1. Carol B., Dee Dee H. 

and Terry C. agreed to serve on this committee. Several other names outside of Council 

were brought forth as possibilities: Janell O’Meara and Janice Harmsen. 

 

Discussion focused on expanding the pool of giving outside of the congregation 

members. Jim P. to start conversation with Dan C. and the Foundation. Council 

members were asked to think about other fundraising possibilities and possible amount 

of Memorial fund monies. Jim P. will write and send out a letter to the congregation to 

let everyone know what is needed for the Building Fund payments each 

year/month/week and to let them know there are plans coming together to raise funds 

and make a lump sum payment in the summer. 

 

--Area 6 fund: Jim P. reports that years ago when Synod was divided into areas and 

there were events that took place on a regular basis different churches gave money to a 

fund in order to help these events take place. This account currently has $378.54 in it. 

Since it is not our money to spend it was suggested that this amount be sent to Synod. 

Carol B. made the motion to direct Cyndee S. to send those monies to Synod 

Benevolence. Kris L. seconded. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Back to the Call Committee discussion: 

Kris L. made the motion to appoint Sylvester H. to serve on the Call Committee as 

seventh member. Carol B. seconded. Discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Terry C. made the motion to rescind his previous motion about Call Committee be made 

up of seven members with the seventh member to be from Council. Carol B. seconded. 

There was much discussion. There was a call for the question. Motion carried. 

 

With this motion carrying the previous motion regarding Sylvester H. being appointed to 

Call Committee was also removed. 

 

Kris L. made the motion to appoint Sylvester H. to the Call Committee. Jim F. seconded. 

Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm. Meeting closed with prayer given by Jim P. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brenda Bass, secretary 

 

 

On February 12, 2021, Pastor Keith notified Jim Pierce that six persons consented to 

serve as the Call Committee and requested that the council appoint these six. Jim Pierce 

submitted the following motion to the council by email that day, requesting that council 

members vote by return email: I move that the council formally appoint these six 

persons to the Call Committee: David Bezona, Noah Coyle, Laurel Goforth, Sylvester 

Heeler, Nancy Lewis, and Joy Winters. Motion carried. 


