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I can do all things in him who 

strengthens me. 

                   —Philippians 4:13 

For with God nothing shall 

be impossible. 

                  —Luke 1:37 



Happy  Birthday!                       Happy Anniversary! 

Matthew Moth   3/04 

Molly Luthans   3/05 

Larry Reder   3/05 

Brett Chladek   3/12 

Jennifer Bufkin   3/13 

Anna Cope-Morris  3/19 

Betty Perkins   3/19 

Jack Pearl   3/23 

Nyadeng Moth   3/25 

Nancy Reder   3/31 

Bruce Taylor   3/31 

Gene & Deanna Rasmussen     3/2 

Phillip & Melodee Hornbostel 3/4 

James & Carol Roever             3/19 

 

Central States Synod - Outreach/Technology Matching Grants 
  
During the months of the pandemic, we discovered ways to reach beyond our buildings to 
share the gospel in times when we could not always gather physically together for worship. 
Technology became a huge asset in these efforts. Many congregations had to shift very quickly 
and put together plans and equipment to make this outreach possible. Moving forward we 
have come to realize that rather than “returning back to normal,” it is important for us to 
continue using technology to reach out into the community. 
 

The Central States Synod, because of the generous support given by congregations and 

individuals, has funds to assist in these efforts. We are offering matching grants to 

congregations/ministries to upgrade or enhance their outreach and technology efforts.  

Racial Justice 
Under the leadership of Bp. Candea, a Racial Justice Team has formed in the synod. As we engage this work, 
the following purpose statement will guide us: 

 
Because of the good news of the gospel we will... 

Encourage and provide resources for education and conversations in our congregations and ministry 
settings  

Call and invite our faith communities to be places of repentance, transformation, and equitable in-
clusion for all 

Advocate for justice for those who encounter racial inequalities through societal systems of govern-
ment, criminal justice, education, economic and environmental policies. 

We are also working with the synod assembly team to plan this year’s assembly, “United with Christ in Bap-
tism: One Body, Many Members.” Be on the lookout for pre-assembly materials to help you prepare to en-
gage this theme. If you are interested in being part of the team, reach out to Bp. Candea. 

10 Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with 
whatever gift each of you has received. 11 Whoever speaks must do so as one 
speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength 
that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus 
Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 



Sharing the gospel message is the heart of Operation Christmas Child. 

 

             
 

The St. Joe MO Area Team wants to thank you and your congregation for your faithful prayers  
and participation in the 2020 collection year with Operation Christmas Child.  May you be encouraged 
 to know that, in spite of the current pandemic, the United States was able to collect 7,809,410 shoe  
boxes in 2020!  When we combine this number with other sending countries in 2020, we received  a  
grand total of 9,113,853 gospel opportunities world-wide for children to receive a shoe box gift, hear 
 the Gospel through The Greatest Gift, and connect with a local church for discipleship through  
The Greatest Journey, the 12-week follow-up program.  
 
Our boxes were shipped to the Denver Processing Center and from there they went to Mexico;  the  
Apache Nation in Arizona, and various African countries.  Through your investment of resources, time, 
and vision; the impact of simple shoe box gifts is being felt in many nations of the world. Always  
remember that it is a great blessing to serve alongside you and we, as the Operation Christmas Child 
 Team, are here to support you in any way that we can.  
 
Please continue to pray for the safe arrival of gifts and the sharing of God’s blessings during the  
distributions that are taking place at this very time.  Without your prayers and support, this would  
not be possible.  I look forward to keeping in touch with you and trust that your involvement with  
Operation Christmas Child will continue to be a blessing to you and your church in the coming year  
of 2021.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kristy Smith, Area Coordinator 
Operation Christmas Child 
St. Joe MO Area Team 
 
rsmith8840@aol.com 

   

mailto:rsmith8840@aol.com


Special Thanks to the Members of the Congregation who 

assisted with this program... 
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