
January 20, 2021 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

In the effort to keep us all as current as I can regarding the availability of COVID-19 vaccines in 

our community, here is a summary of the latest information I can find.  In Buchanan County, a 

coalition of the Health Department, the City of St. Joseph and Mosaic Life Center is working to 

administer the vaccine locally.  According to an article appearing in today’s News-Press, 

following phasing guidelines established by the State of Missouri, the coalition is ready to move 

into administering the vaccine to people in Tier 2 of Phase 1B.   This tier includes everyone 65 

years and older as well as those under 65 years who are high risk individuals.  A list of illnesses 

that qualify one as high risk can be found on the state’s vaccination 

website: www.covidvaccine.mo.gov.  

  

The problem we are experiencing locally, however, is that we do not have a supply of vaccines 

and so we cannot begin to vaccinate people in Tier 2.  As the newspaper also reported today, 

Missouri is receiving about 80,000 vaccines per week while there are about 2.5 million persons 

in the state who qualify as Tier 2 recipients.  As of today, there is no word about when 

vaccinating Tier 2 persons will begin.  A spokesperson for the hospital has said online 

registration for Tier 2 vaccinations will be announced when the time comes.  

  

I and other congregational leaders will keep alert to continuing announcements and, if 

appropriate, pass them along to you when we get them.  The St. Joseph Health Department has 

set up a vaccination information line at 816-271-4613 that is staffed Monday through Friday 

from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  New information should be available here as well.  If you live 

outside of Buchanan County, I recommend you call your county’s health department as some 

counties have begun registration lists for administering vaccines when they become available. 

  

I need to make a correction to the letter I sent you last week.  I said there that our Annual 

Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 10:30 p.m.  Well, I got the date right but we 

are not meeting at 10:30 at night!  We will hold the meeting via Zoom at 10:30 in the morning.  I 

apologize for my mistake and the confusion created. 

  

In preparation for the Annual Meeting, Annual Report books will be sent via email later this 

week.  If you want a hard copy of the Report book, please let the church office know.  Many 

thanks to Jim Pierce for assembling the book, to others who made contributions and to Nila 

Schneider who is assisting in the distribution. 

  

As reported in the December Church Council minutes, Jim Pierce is now president of the 

congregation.  As past president Jim Ferrall is now entering the final year of his time on the 

Council, Jim F. thought it best for transitional purposes for him to step aside and have someone 

else who would be eligible to lead further in the transitional process.  At the Council’s request, 

he did agree to serve as vice president.  Jim Ferrall, thank you so much for your years of service 

as president as well as for your continuing leadership now as vice president.  Jim Pierce, thank 

you so much for agreeing to step up as president.  Our community is very blessed by the service 

you both give. 

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/ZGm8hJ3i6x4/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.covidvaccine.mo.gov


  

Sarah Pierce reports that she is doing really well as she heals from breaking her foot several 

weeks ago.  She is pretty much pain free with the hardest part being the frustration of wanting to 

be back on her feet again but needing to continue not to do so.  Sarah, we are glad to hear your 

healing is progressing well and will pray for it to continue to do so, as well as praying for the 

patience needed to help it happen!  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Dave Schmidt is also doing very well following his colon resection of last week.  Dave was able 

to come home at the end of the week and says he is doing little better each day, but still needs to 

take it very easy.  This is great news, Dave, and we will pray for continued recuperation and 

patience for you.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

Dorothy Masteller is much improved as well after being hospitalized last week.  Dorothy has 

been having severe difficulty swallowing and had her esophagus stretched last week, which 

brought some relief.  She had the procedure repeated yesterday with even more positive results 

and will have it repeated yet again in 2 weeks.  Dorothy, we are glad good progress is being 

made and pray that a full recovery will be yours soon.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

We give thanks to God and rejoice with Philip and Agok Deng as they have welcomed a new 

addition into their family!  Last Wednesday, at 12:23 in the morning, daughter Nyan de Yom 

Ajok was born!  We are so happy for you all!  Philip reports that everyone is doing well.  With 

you all we give thanks for new life and pray for God’s Spirit to always be in the midst of your 

family, bringing love, grace and good health.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

I am happy to report I am finally able to begin treatment for my prostate cancer.  Hormone 

therapy began for me on Tuesday.  On February 12th I will have markers put in place for the 

radiation treatment.  On February 19th a CT mapping will be done to guide these treatments, 

which will begin the following week and continue for a little over two months.  Debra and I 

remain very thankful for the care, support and prayers we receive from you all.   

  

Today we are witnessing the transition of power in our country once again from one presidential 

administration to another.  As we have experienced so much turmoil, division, violence and even 

death in the weeks leading up to today, let us now not only pray for peace, healing and unity, let 

us commit ourselves to the work that makes these things a reality.  Let us pray for our 

government in all its forms and for God to guide those we have elected to positions of 

leadership.  Let us also continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our 

prayers: those who are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God 

give healing to the afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are 

administered, we pray for their success.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

May the peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 
 
 

Pastor Keith Hohly 

Transitional Minister 
First Lutheran Church ELCA 


