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With in person church on hold for a while and with counsel approval,  we have implemented some                      
money saving steps. 

Cleaning of the building has been changed to only once a week. This should maintain the interior                     
health of our building and our contract with Citywide,  our cleaning company. 

Also, thermostats have been reprogrammed in the building to maintain 65 degrees except in the                      
church office to reduce our heating and electrical costs. 

The Ring doorbells on the North,  East, and South doors have been replaced/repaired so they                         
should now be working if you need to get into the church during normal work hours and do not  
have a key. 

Building Maintenance Update 

     Welcome 2021!  Happy New Year! 

Save the date:  Sunday, January 31, 2021  

        Annual Meeting at 10:20 am via       

Zoom—details to follow later  



Happy  Birthday!                       

Happy Anniversary! 

Felicia Rush Blanc & Eric  Blanc         1/17 

Mel & Jo Anne Eyberg                         1/26 

Philip Deng                                          1/1 

Mary Hasan                                        1/1 

Noah Coyle   1/3 

Marilyn Hunt    1/4 

Shelby Coyle   1/6 

James Bunge   1/7 

Marissa Burns   1/7 

Joyce Stroud   1/9 

Ashley Luthans   1/13 

Linda Heeler   1/14 

Brenda Bass   1/17 

Jackson Knorr   1/18 

Diana Schmidt   1/18 

Laura Rivest   1/19 

Ann Newman   1/21 

Terry Cotton   1/22 

Philip Lewis   1/28 

First Lutheran Church Bell Ringers 

After 4 sessions of ringing the Salvation Army Bell at Price Chopper a total of $1,902.47 has been donated.   

If anyone would like to make a donation to the Salvation Army they may do so by sending a check made out to the Salvation 

Army to the church or contact Dan Chladek at 816-261-5740 and he will make arrangements to have your donation picked up 

and added to the total collected.  The last day for “Ring the Bell” is Tuesday December 22, 2020.  

                     News From the Altar Guild 

 

The Altar Guild collected and donated $672.00 to Interserve for the 
 Southside Neighborhood Help Fund.  We extend our thanks and 
 appreciation to those who contributed  to this Thanksgiving offering  
to assist our neighbors in need.   
 
The Guild would like to remind everyone that all altar flower  
reservations are canceled while we are not having in-person worship.   
Remember also, that we do not have flowers during Lent (February 21- 
March 28, 2021) should in-person worship resume before or during  
that time. Hopefully, we'll be back to in-person worship by Easter on  
April 4! 

Trouble Donating Electronically? 

Type: flcsj.org        

Click: Contact Us 

Scroll down to bottom 

Click on: Online Giving 



Traveling Snow Birds 

Verna Kirschner has gone to Chicago for the winter to stay with her  

         daughter and son-in-law.  She asks that you wait until she returns to     

        contact her. 

Sonny Thompson and Jane Nelson Thompson have gone to Mission, TX for  

         the winter.  The church office does not have their Texas address. 

A Message From Myrene Bunge to the Members of First Lutheran Church 

Please accept my sincere thanks to all those who have been praying for me this past month.  Although I  

am quite frail and was in the hospital twice this past month, I am now recovering in skilled nursing.  Thank  

you, too, for those who have been calling, visiting, or sending birthday and/or Christmas cards. I turned 99 

 on November 26 and received over 100 cards!  Quite a birthday surprise!  

 

I still struggle with walking and swallowing, and I am now legally blind.  Amidst these and other current  

challenges, I am deeply thankful to God for  a rich and meaningful life and to the members of First  

Lutheran Church and others for enriching my life in so many ways over the years. I have many good  

memories from the various chapters of my life, as a child, student, teacher, pastor’s wife, counselor,  

retiree, grandmother, and member of First Lutheran. 

A Message From the First Lutheran  

 Foundation 

This December the Foundation has made donation from the Matthiesen 
Fund for hunger, to First Lutheran church to assist with preparation of 
food for the Open Door Food Kitchen and to the Open Door Food Kitchen 
in the amounts of $1000 and $1400 respectively.   
 
These donations are in addition to the ones made in May during the initial 
stages of the Covid pandemic of $1000 each to the Nutrition Center, 
House of Bread and Interserv/Food Pantry.  This brings the total giving of 
$5400 for 2020.  The Foundation is pleased to make these donation in 
honor of the Matthiesen who genereously established this fund with the 
Foundation to fight hunger especially in our community.  To date a total of 
$171,400 has been donating from the Foundation Matthiesen Fund. 
 
The Foundation thanks the congregation for their support.   

 

 

 



Church Members in the News… 

The Griffin Weekly, a publication of Missouri Western State University, on December 9, 2020, reported 
that Dr. James and Carol Roever recently established an endowed scholarship for business majors at 
MWSU. Carol was a faculty member and the first dean of the Craig School of Business, serving in differ-
ent capacities for 28 years. Jim was the vice president for Academic Affairs for 17 years and then was 
named the vice president for Advancement and executive director of the Missouri Western Foundation. 

A Message From Central States Synod... 

                                                                                                 The Synod’s web address, https://www.css-elca.org  

https://www.css-elca.org/


           News From the Church Council 

Set the date and time for the congregation’s Annual Meet-
ing.  It will be held by Zoom on Sunday, January 31 at 
10:30 a.m.  Instructions on how to participate will be 
sent out in January. 

Conducted a preliminary review of the budget to be con-
sidered at the Annual Meeting. 

Heard from Pastor Keith’s that the Transition Team will 
wrap up its work developing the Congregation’s Minis-
try Site Profile this month and be ready to hand off to 
the Call Committee.  Pastor Keith requested that coun-
cil members bring suggestions of persons to be ap-
pointed to a six member Call Committee to its January 
meeting.   

Heard that the United Missouri Bank portal is now open for 
First Lutheran to use in applying for forgiveness of our 
Payroll Protection Program loan.  Cyndee Simpson 
and Jim Pierce will work on this. 

Received President Jim Farrell’s announcement of his res-
ignation from the position of Congregation and Council 
President. Jim will remain on the council for the re-
mainder of his term.  Jim Pierce will step into the role 
of President until new officers are elected following the 
congregation’s annual meeting.  Council members all 
expressed their appreciation for Jim Farrell’s leader-
ship and their support of his decision. 

Peace I leave with you, 

My peace I give to you; 

not as the world gives do 

I give to you.  Let not 

your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid. 

                 —John 14:27 

At it’s December meeting the Congregation Council: 


