
 

 

December 30, 2020 

  

 

 

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

I hope you all had a good Christmas in spite of any COVID-related modifications you may have 

had to make this year.  Debra and I enjoyed Zooming with our kids and grandkids Christmas 

Day.  We also enjoyed worshiping with you on Christmas Eve, albeit virtually.  When I sent a 

thank-you email or text to those who participated in our services on Christmas Eve and the First 

Sunday of Christmas, I ended up sending it to almost 30 people.  I think this number is 

astounding.  That’s a lot of people making contributions to our worship.  That’s also a lot of 

people to keep track of and pull together, so a huge thank-you goes to our staff for making it 

happen.  Everyone did a fantastic job! 

  

As we enter a new year together, I want to ask some of us to consider a new opportunity for 

serving in our congregation.  For the past 15 years, Kris Langdon has been providing Children’s 

Sermons in our worship services and for this we are most grateful.  Kris, you truly are amazing 

with our kids.  At times Kris has shared this ministry with others, but at other times, like now, 

she has been the only person providing them.  Kris is going to continue providing messages for 

our children, but we also are looking for others to join her.  Our goal is to have a corps of people 

who will provide sermons for each worship on a rotating basis.  Please consider being a part of 

this group.  The essential quality I believe one needs to have in order to provide Children’s 

Sermons is a love for children and care for their faith development.  We can help with the “how 

to’s” of putting messages together and delivering them.  If you are willing to be a part of this 

ministry or would like to talk more about it, please contact me or Kris.  Thanks! 

  

Felicia Rush Blanc was in the hospital last week as she was experiencing early contractions with 

her baby.  I am happy to report that these have subsided, however Felicia has to significantly 

curtail her activities now and until the baby’s birth.  This means no more work until then and 

limited activities around the house.  Felicia, we are praying for all to go well for you and your 

child.  Lord, in your mercy … 

  

The Runge family will be moving from St. Joseph in the middle of the coming month and 

relocating to Columbia, MO.  Ben has been transferred there and Megan has been hired by the 

University of Missouri to oversee Greek life much as she has done here at Missouri 

Western.  So, while we are very sad to see them leave our community, we give thanks for their 

new opportunities in Columbia.  Godspeed Ben, Megan and Sophie! 

  

Carolyn Pearl reports that she and Jack are doing much better these days.  Carolyn’s COVID 

symptoms have stayed mild and Jack was able to avoid contracting the virus altogether.  This is 

great news and we rejoice with you both!  Lord, in your mercy … 

 

 



 

 

  

On behalf of the staff and our Congregation Council, I pray God’s blessings for you in the new 

year.  Let us continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our prayers: 

those who are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give 

healing to the afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are being rolled 

out, we pray for their success.  Lord, in your mercy …. 

  

May the peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 
 
 

Pastor Keith Hohly 

Transitional Minister 
First Lutheran Church ELCA 

302 S. 10th St., St. Joseph, MO 64501 
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http://flcsj.org/ 
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