
December 23, 2020 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

Well, our COVID Christmas is upon us.  If you are like me, feeling the pain of not being able to 

gather with friends and family and be together in worship on Christmas Eve is now very real.  I 

do hope, though, you will pull up our online Christmas Eve service.  You can access it tomorrow 

the same way you access the Sunday morning online service.  The staff has tried very hard to 

include in our online worship many of those things we do in person on Christmas Eve and I think 

they’ve done a great job of it.  A big thank you goes to them and to all who made contributions 

in word and song.  So, Debra and I will sit in front of our Christmas tree and fireplace tomorrow 

night and imagine you doing the same.  In this way, we will celebrate the birth of Christ 

together! 

  

On a much sadder note, our hearts are very heavy these days as we grieve with Jim and Pam 

Farrell and their family at the sudden and unexpected death of their daughter, Laurie, last 

Wednesday, December 16.  Jim and Pam, with you and for you we put our trust and hope in the 

resurrection to eternal life.  God is now being faithful to the promise made to Laurie in her 

baptism and is raising her up to life in Christ.  Rest eternal grant her, O Lord, and let light 

perpetual shine upon her …. 

  

I am also sorry to report that Sarah Pierce broke her foot on Sunday.  She is managing to keep up 

her Mosaic work schedule and provide pastoral services to All Saints Lutheran, Blue Springs, 

MO while using crutches and a knee scooter.  She will find out in a couple of weeks if she needs 

surgery for her foot to heal properly.  Our prayers are with you, Sarah.  Lord, in your mercy …. 

  

Last week I informed you that both Marissa and Alex Burns have been struggling with COVID-

19.  The update is that they are doing much better and for this, Marissa and Alex, we give thanks 

and pray the return to good health continues.  Lord, in your mercy …. 

  

Let us continue to keep all those affected by the coronavirus pandemic in our prayers: those who 

are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give healing to the 

afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  As vaccines are being rolled out, we pray 

for their success.  Lord, in your mercy …. 

  

A blessed Christmas to you all, 

Pastor Keith 
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