
Sunday, November 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS    To the Glory of God in celebration of Myrene Bunge’s 99th birthday on the 
26th and Nancy Lewis’ birthday on the 29th. 

    Carol & Jim Bunge 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME TO THE WAITING ROOM  

P Welcome to the waiting room that we call Advent. Worship will start soon, but no one 
knows exactly when. It’s a surprise. When the alarm sounds we’ll start the service. So stay 
awake. Look sharp. Be ready. This is Advent. Welcome to the waiting room, and 
remember, the waiting is part of our worship. 
 

LITANY 
P At every beginning there is a yearning 

for the one who is coming. 
O Emmanuel, 

C Wake us up to your coming. 
 

P We gather together to expect the unexpected 
and imagine the unimaginable. 
O Emmanuel, 

C Wake us up to your coming. 
 

P We wait for the day 
when God will recycle tanks into tractors 
and transform minefields into soccer fields. 
O Emmanuel, 

C Wake us up to your coming. 
 

P We stay awake by telling stories 
that offer a glimmer of a future 
and agitate dormant hope within us. 
O Emmanuel, 

C Wake us up to your coming. 
 

P Jesus, we welcome your presence now 
with the lighting of this candle, 
whose flame brings warmth to winter 
and fills this place with the glow of hope. 

C Amen! 
 

PRELUDE                                          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                            arr. Mark Hayes 
Sharon Gray, piano 

 



WELCOMING SONG                   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                      ELW 254 
 

 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us; 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art, 
 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child, and yet a king; 
 born to reign in us forever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH      “Stir Up Your Power O Lord” 
             Jim Pierce, guitar 

 

Stir up Your power O Lord 
And come into our weary 
Broken lives 
Renew our vigor give us song 
Stir up O Lord and come 

Long we have waited 
We've anticipated the birth 
In our lives of Your Son 
Prepare us to welcome and 
Faithfully serve in the reign 
Of the coming One 

Stir up Your power O Lord 
And come into our weary 
Broken lives 
Renew our vigor give us song 
Stir up O Lord and come 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
C By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep 

us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                  “Air in D”                                                             J.S. Bach  
Jim Bunge, violin 

 
FIRST READING – Juel Pierce, reading                                                                                  Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt 
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. 
Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to 
be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 
 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 



Reflection 
What is Isaiah asking God to do?  (verses 1-2)  What does Isaiah expect when God does appear?  
What will happen to “the nations” when God comes down?  When has this happened before?  
(verse 3—see Exodus 19:16-19, Judges 5:4-5)  Does this happen when other gods appear? (verse 
4)  What does God’s appearance mean for those who “do right” and “remember” God?  (verse 
5)  What does it mean for those who sinned?  How does Isaiah describe the sin of the people?  
(verse 6)  What does Isaiah says happens as a result of their sin?  (verse 7)  “And yet” who is the 
Lord to the people?  (verse 8)  How does this Father treat his children?  What does Isaiah ask the 
Lord to not remember? (verse 9)  What does Isaiah want the Lord to remember?  Verses 10-12 
remind us of the context of this text—Jerusalem (Zion) has been abandoned, and the temple has 
been destroyed—as punishment for their sins.  How do we experience the situation that we are 
in, with the pandemic?  How does this text call us to respond in this pandemic Advent? 
 
PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19– read together with Jim Roever 
 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O LORD God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself.  
 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
 

Reflection 
This psalm (which will also be the psalm on the fourth Sunday in Advent) calls upon God, the 
Shepherd of Israel to “shine forth,” “stir up your strength,” and “let your face shine upon us” 
that “we shall be saved.”  (verses 1-3)  The Isaiah text reminds us that we are not asking God to 
just come and fix what we think God and the world and the virus has done.  When we call on 
God to shine forth and stir up God’s strength, we are asking for a restoration and a revolution.  
What has God, the Lord of hosts, been doing?  (verses 4-6)  This is not what they wanted—to 
experience God’s anger, to eat and drink their own tears, to be scorned.  What is the refrain of 
this psalm?  (verses 3, 7, 19)  When we ask for restoration, what are we asking for?  (verse 17)  



What promise are they asking God to help them make?  (verse 18)  When we pray this psalm, 
what are we asking God to do for us, and to help us do?   
 
SECOND READING – Ann Newman, reading                                                            1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 

As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has 
already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the 
coming day of the Lord. 
 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 
in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 
every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will 
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Reflection 
What do you remember about this letter that Paul wrote to the church in Corinth?  What I know 
about it is that he wrote to answer some questions people in the church had, and also to correct 
some misunderstandings of the gospel and to remind them of what they had forgotten—that 
Christ calls them as a community, including those who were poor and humble.  How does Paul 
greet them as he begins this letter?  (verse 3)  What does he say to them about who he 
understands them to be?  (verses 4-6)  I don’t know about you, but when I have a message to 
deliver, and often begin by saying what I want to say, regardless of whether I think the people 
I’m speaking to want to hear it.  I could take a lesson from Paul!  Even so, he reminds them of 
what he believes they know, that God will strengthen them (verse 8) and that they have been 
called by God to be in the fellowship of Jesus.  (verse 9)  Why is this all good for us to remember 
as well, especially in the year we are just coming through? 
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                   “Words of Life” 

 

Where can we go to hear the Truth be told? 
You have the Words of Life; 
Who has the word that makes our hearts be bold? 
You have the Words of Life. 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia! 
You are the One, 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia! 
You are the One, O Christ. 

 
 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                                                                               Mark 13:24-37 
 

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to 
end all suffering. 
 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 
at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say 
to all: Keep awake.” 
 

Reflection 
Although we have been sneaking up on this through the Gospel readings for the previous few 
Sundays, it is still surprising to me that after this very long year, we are already at Advent again.  
May our new year be better than our old year!  However, this gospel reading isn’t optimistic.  
What does Mark tell us about what what we can expect to see?  (verses 24-25)  It looks like the 
end is near!  Who is “the Son of Man”?  In Mark, Jesus uses this title to refer to himself, 
especially in his suffering, death, and resurrection and in the expectation that he will come 
again.  (The text from Isaiah points us to what we can expect when Jesus comes again.)  What 
will we (the disciples of Jesus) see when the Son of Man comes “in clouds with great power and 
glory”?  (verses 26-27)  We don’t have fig trees around here, but what do we know from the 
apple tree?  (verse 28)  We see the changing of the seasons—from the blossoms, to the leaves, 
to the fruit.  What season doe Jesus point us as disciples to?  (verse 29)  Mark (who wrote this 
gospel) apparently expected “these things” to happen in his lifetime.  (verse 30)  We know that 
didn’t happen.  But what can we know for sure even if heaven and earth pass away?  (verse 31)  
Why don’t we know when Jesus will return, and all these things happen?  (verse 32)  What are 
we to do while we wait?  (verses 33-34)  Perhaps it helps us to remember we are those who 
have been put in charge  to watch for his coming.  What does it mean to you to “keep awake”?  
(verse 35-37)  We may not know when Jesus will return and “heaven and earth will pass away.”  
However, we know and believe that our time and earth will end (sometime sooner or later, 
perhaps expected or unexpected).  This pandemic is a reminder to us, that death may come to 



many people unexpectedly—perhaps to us.  Jesus does not call us to just give up our faith and 
wait, but to wait with expectation that when we die, we will see Jesus!  What do you think?   
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                                    “Lost in the Night”                                                     ELW 243 

 

 Lost in the night do the people yet languish, 
 longing for morning the darkness to vanquish, 
 plaintively sighing with hearts full of anguish. 
 Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon? 
 

 Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? 
 Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 
 giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? 
 Will you help us soon? Will you help us soon? 
 

 Sorrowing wand'rers, in darkness yet dwelling, 
 dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 
 death's deepest shadows forever dispelling. 
 Christ is coming soon! Christ is coming soon! 
 

 Light o'er the land of the needy is beaming; 
 rivers of life through its deserts are streaming, 
 bringing all peoples a Savior redeeming. 
 Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon! 
 

PRAYER SONG                                            “Hear Our Prayer”                                                    ELW 178 
 

Hear our prayer,  
hear our prayer,  
Lord, make us whole: 
peace to all people,  
hope for each soul. 
God of grace,  
in this place,  
hear now our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Rev.Keith & Debra Hohly 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Kenzie Gilbert (friend of the church), Carolyn  & Jack Pearl, Myrene Bunge, David & Amelia 

Vanderver (friends of Nila Schneider), Rachael Kinney, Janet, Marge & Roy (friends of Sharmyn 
Thompson), Pamma Williams, Scott Correa (Sharon Gray’s son-in-law), Lynn Ann Flora (friend of 

Laurel Goforth), Keira Wall (great-niece of Irene Wall), Reed Nelson, Dorothy Masteller,  
Dee Rasmussen, and John Lawrence’s family members 

 
 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 
prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, 
peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing 
ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our 
relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them 
with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with 
welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing 
severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or 
facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, 
chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses. Ease their suffering and support them when 
they struggle. In the midst of a global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in 
fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with this disease and those who 
are treating them, for those mourning the loss of life and those facing death, and for those who 
urgently work to find effective treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our faith 
community needing your care: Kenzie, Carolyn, Jack, Myrene, David, Amelia, Rachael, Janet, 
Marge, Roy,  Pamma, Marlene, Scott, Lynn Ann, Keira, Reed, Dorothy, Dee, John’s family 
members, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 



We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or 
healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain 
all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C Amen! 
 

P Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Loving and forgiving God, 
C we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  
We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen! 
 

P People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 



 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS                                                               “Holy” 

Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 
Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 
 

Blessed is the One who comes  
in the name of God! 
Blessed is the One who comes  
in the name of God! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna-sanna-sanna! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna-sanna-sanna! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna-sanna-sanna! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna 
 

Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 
Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread  
and gave thanks, broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples,  
saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you.  



Do this in remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper,  
he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  

 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink. All are welcome. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Gracious and abundant God, 
C you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life 

forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s 
needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen! 

 
 
 



BENEDICTION 
 

P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
☩ now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                                “My Lord, What a Morning”                                            ELW 438 
 

Refrain 
 My Lord, what a morning; 
 my Lord, what a morning; 
 oh, my Lord, what a morning, 
 when the stars begin to fall. 
 

 You will hear the trumpet sound, 
 to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God's right hand, 
 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 

 You will hear the sinner cry, 
 to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God's right hand, 
 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 

 You will hear the Christian shout, 
 to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God's right hand, 
 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 
DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                                   “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”           arr. Thomas Chesterton 

Sharon Gray, organ 
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