
Advent Devotions Week 1 

 

Thursday, November 26                                                  by Juel Pierce 

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19; Zechariah 13:1-9;Revelation 14:6-13 

Stir up your might, and come to save us! Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be 

saved. Psalm 80:2-3  

This is one of my favorite Advent psalms. It gets read/sung every Advent in the lectionary. This 

year it’s on the First Sunday and Fourth Sunday of Advent. What I don’t remember from other 

years is that we were so clear about what we need to be saved from. Our sins, of course, but 

this year, it’s the pandemic. Not only a few of us; not just our whole congregation; not just our 

state, our country, but the whole world. Our lives have changed. Who thought last Advent that 

we would be wearing masks? That we would not all be meeting on Sunday morning in church? 

That we would be avoiding spending time in the company—the vicinity—of other people? 

When the pandemic first began, and we didn’t know exactly how people became infected, I 

remember looking out the window and thinking how beautiful and unchanged the world looked 

from my window, but I felt like if I went out, it might be dangerous. Now we know it isn’t the 

world—it’s people! That seems even worse. We can do things to make us safer—wear a mask, 

wash hands frequently, avoid crowded gatherings of people. And we know that 

pharmaceuticals are working on vaccines that may prevent more people from dying. What we 

can’t do is know for sure that we will ever get back to normal. One of the questions I’ve asked 

God through this time is, why? Why is this happening? For the people in the psalm, what they 

are going through is happening because they forgot God, and what God wanted them to do and 

be. I think that’s the question we need to ask ourselves and God this year. “Stir up your might 

and come to save us! Restore us!” we pray. Will God restore us to exactly the way we were 

before? Or will God save us for new life, for repentance? We ask God to save us, that we may 

be remade and restored so that Jesus will recognize us and come to us and save us! O God, save 

us, restore us, and make us ready for Jesus’ coming! Amen. 

 

 

Friday, November 27                                                                            by Jim Pierce 

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19; Zechariah 14: 1-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18                       

 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 



 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 
If you listen carefully to the prayers of the day for the four Sundays of the Advent season, you 
will hear echos of the verses I have highlighted in the psalm above.   
“Stir up your power, Lord Christ and come. “  
“Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.”  
“Stir up the wills of all your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears. . .”   
“Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.” 
 
Each of these prayers calls on God to stir up — God’s power, our hearts, our wills.  These are 
prayers of longing, prayers of confident waiting. 
 
You will also hear echos of this psalm and those prayers in the song that will accompany the 
lighting of each candle on our Advent wreath.  This song, Stir Up Your Power, was written by my 
friend Steve Eulberg in 1986, early in his ministry at Fountain of Hope Lutheran Fellowship in 
inner Kansas City.  This small congregation met in a former appliance repair shop in one of the 
poorest, most broken neighborhoods in the city, just a few blocks east of I-70 right where it 
takes that sharp turn to the south at the Jackson-Benton curve.  There, for eleven years, our 
family joined with other members to sing: 
Stir up your power, O Lord and come 
Into our weary broken lives. 
Renew our vigor, give us song 
Stir up, O Lord, and come 
 
I find it powerful that this song of longing for signs of God’s presence and saving activity in a 
neighborhood ignored and avoided by all around it, might speak to us at First Lutheran 
today.  Who would have guessed when full of hope we celebrated Jesus’s birth a year ago, 



where this Advent would find us.  We have moved from that Christmas hope into this pandemic 
that threatens to break us as it drives us into isolation, fearful for our very lives or the lives of 
those we hold most dear.  Who would have guessed that we would go these many months not 
able to freely worship together, sing together, visit over coffee.  Who would have guessed that 
in this season of preparing to search for a new pastor we would live with so much uncertainty 
about who as a congregation will be when the time to welcome a new pastor comes. 
 
It is easy to live defeated, as the people of Israel were living when they called on God to 
intervene.  It is easy to live defeated, as surely many in the neighborhood around our church 
find themselves living in this time.  It is easy to live defeated as we ponder how the effects of 
this virus will shape our congregation, our community, our world. 
 
Easy, but not our only choice.  We can instead join our voices in song and prayer with those 
ancient Israelites and the Christian church through many centuries.  We can make bold to call 
upon God to respond to our deep needs trusting that God will indeed do so.  
 
Stir up your power, O Lord and come into our weary broken lives.  Renew our vigor, give us song, 
stir up, O Lord and come.  Amen! 
 

 

Saturday, November 28                                                                  by Jeff Langdon 

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19; Micah 2:1-13; Matthew 24:15-31 

Take a few minuets to read …. Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19; Micah 2:1-13; Matthew 24:15-31 
 
We are living in a time of what seems like instability and unrest... socially, economically and 
culturally.   We yearn for days of old...of days past.  We yearn for the days of what we consider 
times of stability.  Why can't things be the way they were?  What the heck is going on in the 
world we find ourselves in? 
 
In the pages of the Old Testament, we see that God's people also rode waves of stability and 
instability.  There were seasons of stability and peace... then God's people would drift into 
periods of chaos and instability, leading to wandering, exile, loss and deportation.  Surely they 
despaired during those periods...surely they believed all was lost.  Where was their God? 
 
It was during these times that the voice of the prophets was so encouraging.  They “called it as 
they saw it”, describing the people's participation in their own demise.  But at the same time, 
they reminded the people that God was still God and was not finished with them yet.  They 
reminded that people that God was actively working in their circumstances towards 
redemption, renewal and release.   
 
The words of the Psalmist in these verses today proclaim, “Restore us, O God, let your face 



shine, that we may be saved”,,, saved from our own way.  The words of Micah question, “Is the 
Lord's patience exhausted?  Are these Gods doing?”...as we live a world that seemingly ignores 
how God would have us live.  But the author of Matthew records Jesus's promise of  “The Son 
of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” 
 
One of the purposes of Advent is to turn our hearts and minds towards God...preparing us for a 
transformation of what God would have us be as a people of God.  Advent is preparing us for 
listening.  Advent is preparing us for work. Advent is preparing us to be who God would have us 
be.  A people doing justice...A people loving mercy...A people walking humbly with our God. 
 
We are invited to live in this season of Advent, imitating our spiritual kin of old, trusting God to 
redeem, renew, and release us...even now. 
 
A question for reflection:     How much do we actively trust God to supply all of our needs?  
What  does is mean to be a “people of God”? 
 
Prayer:  O God, prepare our hearts to listen during this season.  Help us to look for your presence 
among us.  Renew our heats and minds as you transform us into vessels of your grace and love 
for the world.  Amen 
 

 

Monday, November 30                                                             by Nila Schneider 

Psalm 79; Micah 4:1-5; Revelation 15:1-8 

 

What do the first week of Advent, the coming of Jesus, and a public speaking course 

have in common?  A lot.  It’s not a trick question or a joke.  Read the scriptures for today then 

read this and you’ll see. 

Psalm 79 is Asaph’s prayer for a Jerusalem that has been completely destroyed.  Funny, 

but it reads like a persuasive speech from my public speaking course that uses a problem-

solution structure.  It begins by creating a “we” versus “they” then describes how the city has 

been destroyed and the people mistreated.  That’s the problem.  Then Asaph goes into his 

persuasive appeal to God for revenge: “for the glory of your name,” “…deliver and forgive us for 

your name’s sake,” “…to avenge the blood of your servants,” “…preserve the condemned…,” 

“…pay back seven times what they’ve done to you…,” you get the picture.  This establishes the 

need for a solution (Jesus) and tries to convince God to give it to them.  O.K.  Problem 

established and hopefully God is convinced to do something (we find out later that he was).  

But do what?  Enter the solution in Micah 4:1-5 



Micah reveals God will provide the world with a solution—“The Mountain of the Lord’s 

temple established, raised above the hills” and “…peoples will stream to it…” and “…many 

nations will come.”  This sounds like God establishing His kingdom on earth.  “He will teach us 

his ways...”  He who?  “The law will go out from Zion…”  Zion is Jerusalem and the law sounds 

like the Pentateuch (the Books of Moses) being spread by the Jews.  The diasporah?  “…[T]he 

word of the Lord from Jerusalem…” Oh, wait!  “The Word” is Jesus!  The first time Jesus is 

mentioned as the possible/probable solution.  So now we’ve got both Jews and Jesus going 

forth from Jerusalem.  Then what?  “He will teach us His way…” “…He will judge between many 

peoples, settle disputes between strong nations far and wide…”  Sounds like the solution to me.  

So, our problem-solution persuasive speech worked—God is convinced to act and Jesus is the 

solution.  But the final thing needed in a persuasive speech is a vision of the future when the 

solution is implemented and Micah provides it: swords will be beaten into plow shares, spears 

into pruning hooks, nations won’t go to war or train for war.  We’ll just all sit under our trees 

and vines in their shade, relax, and not be afraid.  Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it?  But what 

happened to the revenge sought in Psalm 79? 

Look at Revelation 15:1-8.  When the seven angels unleash the seven last plagues, God’s 

wrath is complete and the Jews and the Christians, singing the song of Moses (for the Jews) and 

the song of the Lamb (for the Christians) get to watch as those not of the faith who mistreated 

those people and us will suffer God’s revenge.  We’ve gotten the revenge sought in the Psalm.  

But guess what?  We can’t have it without Jesus.  He’s what allows us to escape the final 

plagues and watch the revenge happen.  A persuasive problem-solution speech executed and 

completed.  Like in Asaph’s time, we have to get used to waiting for God to punish the guilty or 

the pandemic to end.  But along with the waiting comes hope (the birth of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ).  We all need all the hope we can get.  So, let’s wait expectantly…receive our much 

needed hope…and pray.  Come Lord Jesus.  Am I right, or what? 

 

Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, we wait expectantly and in dire need of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior.  Please send Him quickly.  We need Him desperately.  Come Lord Jesus, oh, 

come Emmanuel.  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, my Savior, in faith believing, amen and 

amen!  So be it! 

 

 

Tuesday, December 1                                                         by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Psalm 79; Micah 4:6-13; Revelation 18:1-10 

 

 



Psalm 79:8-9 

 8Do not remember against us the iniquities of our ancestors; 

 let your compassion come speedily to meet us, 

 for we are brought very low. 

 9Help us, O God of our salvation, 

 for the glory of your name; 

 deliver us, and forgive our sins for your name’s sake. 

 

 

In the very first commandment that God gave us through Moses, the commandment to “have 

no other gods,” God explained things this way: 

“… for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, 

to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love 

to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.”   

Exodus 20:5b 

 

I think for a time, especially in my younger years, I focused on the first part of what God says 

here – the part about punishing children for the iniquity of parents – to the detriment of not 

giving much consideration to what follows.  I remember wondering how God could hold me 

responsible for what my parents or grandparents or even great-grandparents might have done.  

Who knows what might fall out of my family tree if you shook it hard enough and who knows 

what kind of “iniquity” might be found there for which God is now making me pay. 

 

But now I don’t believe making children afraid is the point of this explanation at all.  Notice that 

punishment goes to the third and fourth generation while steadfast love goes to the 

thousandth generation.  That’s quite a difference and I think that’s exactly the point.  God is 

much more willing and desiring to show steadfast love than God is to punish iniquity.  In fact, 

what I have come to believe is that God is not really interested in punishing at all.  God is 

entirely devoted to being one with us in a relationship of love and wholeness – and this is the 

what the Christ seeks to do as he comes to us in this Advent season. 

 

Jesus is the incarnation of God’s love for us.  Jesus is the model for us of what “oneness” with 

God looks like.  Jesus didn’t come among us to die so he could satisfy the demand for justice of 

a God who is angry with the sinfulness of the creation.  Oh, I know there are some Bible 



passages that seem to say this.  But there are also a lot of other Bible passages that say 

something different and many of these come from Jesus, himself.  Think of the prayer Jesus 

offers for us in John’s gospel when he prays that we may be one with God as he is one with 

God.  This is the steadfast love – the love that lasts forever – that God spoke of in giving that 

first commandment.  This is the relationship Jesus seeks to establish by coming into our midst. 

 

In your own reflection, remind yourself that God loves you with a steadfast love – with a love 

that never goes away and will last forever.  Think also of how God is patiently waiting for you to 

love in this same way – to love God with a steadfast love and to love yourself and your neighbor 

with a steadfast love.  Now think of the opportunities that are before you to show this love. 

 

Let us pray: 

Gracious and ever-loving God, we thank you for the coming of Christ into our lives.  We thank 

you for your steadfast love and for the opportunity to love you, ourselves and this world in 

return.  May your Spirit guide us and empower us in taking these opportunities.  As we do so, 

may Christ be born again and again through our acts of love.  These things we pray in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, December 2                                               by Rev. Roger Lenander 

Psalm 79; Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-38 

Exhortation to Watch 

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 

the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will 

come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you 

may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the 

Son of Man.” 37 Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he would go out and 

spend the night on the Mount of Olives, as it was called. 38 And all the people would get up early 

in the morning to listen to him in the temple.  - Luke 21:34-38 

Luke 21 begins with Jesus and his disciples in at the marketplace of the Jerusalem Temple. 

Pilgrims are gathered from all over the world to bring offerings to the Temple. Jesus tells his 

followers to take on the role as observers of the activity of the people around them. Then he 

calls their attention to the place where offerings are being received. “See how the rich come 



and make a big show offering only what is expected. They have no problem making their 

offering a public event. That is part of the return they expect from their gift. Then he points to a 

widow who  brings forth her gift in anonymity. Her meager gift is nothing the world sits up and 

notices. But this is a pivotal moment for Jesus to teach his disciples observation skills.  

 

Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; 4 for all of them have 

contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.” 

(Luke 21:3-4) 

 

Then Jesus tells his disciples to watch and be ready for the time when God will usher in a new 

era of God’s reign, a time of peace and all of creation being at one with God and one another. 

But a word of warning because forces will continue to be at work in and around us to draw us 

away from God and living in trust and hope of God’s promise fulfilled not just for us, but for all 

people of all times and places. 

 

So where does our Lord point us to watch and observe? Not to those who yearn and live for the 

power riches of this world. We look to the one who almost everyone missed acknowledging in 

that moment. Except for the disciples who listened to the words of Jesus and looked to where 

he directed them. In her is the courageous faith born form the absence or experience of the 

troubles of this world, but born in in the faith of a God’s whose love never fails and promise is 

kept.   

 

What does Jesus want us to see in this one who the world sees has nothing to offer? We see 

the Spirit of God at work in the world in the work of the people who choose to be all in for this 

new life in Christ. Our own way of choosing to live in the way of Jesus, with generosity and 

humility, turns that waiting into a time of Joy.  


