
October 21, 2020 
  
Dear First Lutheran Folks, 
  
Our first of two congregational conversations was held last Sunday.  Thank you to everyone 
who participated and to our Transitional Steering Team for facilitating.  The conversations were 
very fruitful.  For those who have signed up for the second round of conversations for this 
coming Sunday, an email will be sent providing you meeting particulars and the questions we 
will be considering.  
  
Unfortunately, the outdoor in-person conversation scheduled last Sunday had to move indoors 
due to cold weather.  The weather forecast indicates the same will be most likely true this 
coming Sunday.  If you signed on to participate in the outdoor conversation this coming Sunday, 
please consider your willingness to meet indoors or provide your thoughts to the questions we 
are considering this week in written form.  Thanks. 
  
One request that came out of last Sunday’s conversations is that we provide contact 
information for the Transitional Steering Team.  Here is their contact info: 
            Pam Farrell                  816-262-3847             farrellpam@yahoo.com 
            Liz Jonas                      816-248-2277             lizjonas08@gmail.com 
            Jeff Langdon               816-387-7319             willieje@ponyexpress.net 
            Ann Newman              816-294-2730             newman3@stjoewireless.com 
            Felicia Rush Blanc       913-426-6063             Fsfarms1086@gmail.com 
            Bruce Taylor                816-248-9541             marchsong55@gmail.com 
  
Following the meetings this coming Sunday, a survey will go out to everyone in the 
congregation, either online or in the mail, asking you to answer three groups of questions 
having to do with the kind of congregation we see ourselves to be and the kinds of gifts we 
hope our next pastor will have.  Filling out this survey will be of great assistance in filling out the 
profile of our congregation we will use in the call process.  If you receive the survey in 
electronic form, you will be able to submit your responses electronically.  If you receive it in 
hard copy, you will need to return it in hard copy form by mail or by dropping it off at the 
church.  Thank you, Jim Pierce, for formatting this survey for us! 
  
Speaking of Jim Pierce, in my letter to you last week I said a Stewardship letter would be 
coming to you from Jim.  Nila was unable to get the letter out last week but promises to do so 
either tomorrow or Friday.  As I mentioned last week, this mailing will include a pledge card for 
you to return to the church.  You can do this by mail, in person to the office or to the collection 
box in the back of the sanctuary if you are worshiping in person.  Jim is looking into making an 
online pledge card available as well.   Thanks, Jim, for your good work in guiding our 
Stewardship efforts. 
  
As announced at the in-person worship last Sunday, the Monday night Bible study folks are 
spearheading a fund-raising effort in our congregation aimed at assisting those in our 
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community who will have a difficult time paying their utility bills as our weather gets 
colder.  Following a robust discussion of how Scripture calls us focus the use our money in 
caring for our neighbor, for the next few weeks we hope to collect $600.00 that we will 
contribute to a special fund created by Evergy to help their customers pay their bills.  The Bible 
study class is inviting all of First Lutheran to join them in contributing to this cause.  You can do 
so by giving a special offering on Sunday, by mailing a check to the church office or by 
contributing online.  For all contributions, put “Energy Bill” on the check or online 
memo.  Thanks for giving this your consideration. 
  
Speaking of the weather turning colder, after fixing a leak in the back-flow prevention system, 
the church boiler has been fired up and is in working order.  Thank you, Dave Newman and Jim 
Farrell, for tending to this for us. 
  
Turning to how we deal with living in these anxious times, I wrote last week about limiting our 
time in front of screens and on social media.  This week I have a suggestion that has a rich basis 
in our faith tradition.  Begin each day with a sense of gratitude and then do things the rest of 
the day that express your gratitude.  As we begin each day, let us think of one very specific 
thing for which we are grateful.  Then, let us live the rest of the day showing our gratitude for 
this.  Try this each day.  It will not alter what is happening around us, but I think it will alter how 
we are responding to it. 
  
Finally, I want to give a shout out to Marilyn Hunt.  This past weekend Marilyn participated in a 
fundraiser for Voices of Courage, a group offering educational programs on a variety of child 
related issues, that had her rappelling down the Hillyard Building in downtown St. Joseph.  This 
is how Marilyn describes her experience: 

Yes, I backed out of that 8th story window at around 11:00 o’clock on Saturday and slid my 
way down to the sidewalk, where a nice rappelling expert was waiting to make sure I knew I 
was nearing the ground and then unhook me from the ropes/cables.  Nearby, another event 
specialist helped me get out of the harness, and that was that. Probably didn’t take more 
than 2 or 3 minutes from top to bottom.  It was a very exciting and interesting experience, 
and I’m so glad I did it! I’ve never done any serious climbing or rappelling, so it was a little 
scary as I stood at the window, while they attached my harness to the ropes, but once I 
backed out and settled into the harness, I just focused on facing the building and managing 
a smooth descent by pulling back on the handle in my left hand which was attached to the 

main rope.  One thing I decided was that it is better not to look down from the top. Lol!  🙄  
 
All in all, it was very thrilling and gratifying.  Voices of Courage is such a wonderful 
organization; I was really motivated to help with their fundraising. I would definitely like to 
do it again. Someone I talked to on Saturday said next year’s event might take place at the 

Corby, 14 stories. 😳 Whee!!   
  
Well done, Marilyn!  In my book, you are a Person of Courage!  Thanks for what you are doing 
on behalf of the children of our community! 
  



Let us continue to keep the safety and welfare of students, parents, teachers and staffs in our 
prayers.  With COVID-19 cases high in our area and with our hospital’s ICU over-capacitated, let 
us do our part to try keep each other safe and to pray for those directly affected by the 
coronavirus–those who are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May 
God give healing to the afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  Let us pray for 
our country and world as we address those things that divide us. 
  
May the peace of Christ be with us all, 
Pastor Keith 
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