
October 7, 2020 
  
Dear First Lutheran Folks, 
  
As I reported in last week’s letter, the Transitional Steering Team has scheduled two successive 
Sundays for conversations within the congregation about FLC’s past, present and future as well 
as the kind of pastoral leadership we will need going forward.  A sign-up survey was sent out via 
email, thanks to Jim Pierce’s fine work.  The same survey was sent via snail mail to those who 
do not have email.  To date, we’ve received 20 responses.  If you have not returned a response, 
please do so.  It is important for all of us to be involved in these conversations.  Since we are 
offering three different formats by which to participate, it is important for you to return a 
survey so the Steering Team can facilitate properly.  If you need the survey re-sent to you, 
please contact the church office. 
  
To help stimulate our thinking for these conversations, the Sunday sermon for the next two 
weeks will focus on issues our church faces in the current context.  I will be preaching a sermon 
on this topic this Sunday, and seminarian Sarah Pierce has agreed to do so on Sunday, October 
18.  Thanks so much, Sarah for your willingness to do this.  I think your perspective and the 
things you have learned in the course of your seminary career will be of great help to the 
community in this transitional time. 
  
Two families at FLC have lost close family members since my last letter.  Fran and Bob Lynch 
lost their beloved niece Cathy Michaelis.  Fran and Bob, our hearts are so sad for your loss.  For 
you and with you we will put our trust and hope in the resurrection to eternal life God promises 
us all.  Rest eternal grant her, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her …. 
  
And then Misty Coyle and her family lost Misty’s grandmother Gigi, Gilda Jones.  While we do 
grieve this loss with you, Misty, we do give thanks for a long life well lived and for the new life 
your grandmother is now being given.  Rest eternal grant her, O Lord, and let light perpetual 
shine upon her …. 
  
We’ve also had a wedding in the community.  Sarah and Tim Sedlacek were united in marriage 
last Thursday in a very beautiful ceremony in Hermann, MO, that some of us were able to 
watch as it was live streamed and recorded.  We are so happy for your new family.  May God 
richly bless you in your life together.  Lord, in your mercy …. 
  
As our local schools enact new protocols in these days of the pandemic, let us continue to keep 
the safety and welfare of students, parents, teachers and staffs in our prayers.  With COVID-19 
cases rising in our area and our hospital’s ICU over-capacitated, let us do our part to try keep 
each other safe and to pray for those directly affected by the coronavirus–those who are 
suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May God give healing to the 
afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  Let us pray for our country and world as 
we address those things that divide us. 
  



May the peace of Christ be with us all, 
Pastor Keith 
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