
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
October 8, 2020 @ 6:30pm via Zoom 
 
Members present: Kristy Langdon, Jim Pierce, Terry Cotton, Jim Farrell, Carol Bunge, 
Sylvester Heeler, Marilyn Hunt, Debbie Taylor, Brenda Bass, Cyndee Simpson, Pastor 
Keith Hohly 
 
Members absent: Dee Dee Hebb, Sarah Knorr 
 
Jim Farrell called the meeting to order at 6:32pm. 
 
Jim Pierce shared devotions centering around a song by Jon Bon Jovi. Jim reminded us 
that we are now into Day 200 of pandemic/quarantine of COVID-19. The song had one 
line that has stuck in Jim’s head: When you can’t do what you do – Do what you can. 
 
November devotions: Kris Langdon 
 
September 10, 2020 Council meeting minutes were reviewed. Kris L. made a motion to 
accept the minutes as printed. Marilyn H. seconded. Motion carried. 
 
September Treasurer’s Report was presented by Cyndee S. There has been a marked 
decline in giving during September. The cleaning company has been paid. Cleaning 
company had an old email address for Jim P. and invoices were not being seen. Cyndee 
has corrected that problem. The lawn care expense will be moved from the general 
account to the line item. Kris L. made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as 
presented. Carol B. seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Keith presented his report. There is a need for a confirmation 
program as there are about six young people who would be participating. Pastor Keith 
will be putting together a program and deciding how this will transpire. The transition 
team has been meeting and there will be small group discussions on October 18 and 
October 25. 
 
Old Business: 
--PPP update: Jim P. updated Council that the website is not ready yet for loan 
forgiveness paperwork to be submitted. As soon as it is available that part of the 
paperwork will be completed. 
 
--Transition team: Pastor Keith reported earlier in his report. The transition team will be 
meeting this week to finalize the small group discussions. 
 



--COVID-19 concerns: Jim F. states that cases continue to rise in this area. Council is 
reminded not to become lax or complacent in the cleaning procedures and the social 
distancing. To this date we are not aware that anyone in the congregation has tested 
positive. Discussion about continuing to have in-person worship. 
 
--Chapel Lighting: Jim F. has been in contact with the electric company who will be 
doing the work for us in the chapel. At this time they are so busy they have not had an 
opportunity to come and look at the work that needs to be completed. They should be 
able to come in the next month or two. 
 
--Staff Appreciation Gifts: Jim F. presented the Executive Committee’s recommendation 
to the Council. Discussion about all the staff members and not just singling out several 
during this time of pandemic. It was brought to Council’s attention that if cash gifts are 
given payroll tax has to be taken out of those amounts. Discussion about the increase in 
the amount of time Misty is giving to put together and post the online worship service 
each week (Misty reports that it takes her between 5-8 hours each week). Kris L. made 
the motion: To obtain a $200 gift card in appreciation for Misty Coyle’s work on online 
worship. Motion carried. Gift card to be presented on a Sunday morning that Misty will 
be in church. 
 
--Financial Reporting: Jim P. already presented this during Treasurer’s Report. This 
financial summary is being posted regularly on website. 
 
--Stewardship: Jim P. has drafted a letter to the congregation, and it was sent out to 
Council members yesterday. Discussion. It was decided that this letter will be sent snail 
mail in order to include a pledge card to all members to encourage everyone to make a 
financial commitment to general fund and Building fund for next year. 
 
--On-line Worship discussion: Jim F. and Jim P. led this discussion including the 
material presented on what it would take to begin live streaming our services. 
Discussion about the cost and the possibilities. It was encouraged that council members 
look on-line at other churches that are already live streaming and compare them to what 
we are currently doing each week. How long are we able to continue this process of 
recording services? Discussion about the possibility of training other people in this 
process. Pastor Keith offered to have a discussion with Misty regarding her length of 
commitment to this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Business:  
--Christmas Eve Worship: Pastor Keith spoke on the plans for the holiday season. 
Christmas eve worship will be entirely on-line and pre-recorded this year. No in person 
worship due to the amount of people and no singing. Plans include having different 
people record different parts of the worship inside their homes to include the 
decorations. 
 
--Transition Expenses during the call process: Pastor Keith brought this topic up as 
Council looks toward putting next year’s budget together. As the call process moves 
forward there will be additional expenses to include such as bringing candidates to St. 
Joseph for interviews and moving expenses. 
 
Pastor Keith closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:18pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brenda Bass, secretary 


