
September 23, 2020 
  
Dear First Lutheran Folks, 
  
The Transitional Steering Team met last evening to process the responses received from the 
poll taken about how people might be willing to meet to discuss transitional issues about First 
Lutheran’s past, present and future as well as the pastoral leadership we need going 
forward.  Here are the highlights of our discussion: 

•      This is not a process we want to rush.  Instead, our prime concern is that all persons 
in the congregation are able to participate in discussions and have voice regarding 
forward directions.  Therefore, we want to take time to make sure everyone has the 
opportunity to participate. 

•      The responses in the poll to how we might gather were quite mixed between zoom 
meetings, meetings in small groups inside with appropriate precautions, meeting in 
small groups outside with appropriate precautions, telephone conversations and 
responding in writing.  While a number of people were willing to meet in several ways 
suggested, there was not one way that clearly the majority of people felt comfortable 
doing.  There was a good mix of preferences for when meetings might take place, 
although Sunday afternoons had the greatest support overall. 

•      Therefore, the Transitional Steering Team is working on plans for First Lutheran to 
hold discussions on Sunday afternoon, October 18.  We are working to offer three 
different kinds of meetings: 

o   a gathering on Zoom 
o   small group meetings indoors 

o   small group meetings outdoors.  

•      With this in mind, the Team is asking folks to put the afternoon of October 18, 
2020 on our calendars in order to participate in one of these meetings.  In case you are 
wondering, this is a bye week for our World Champion Chiefs.  More information will be 
coming soon, but please save the date for these important discussions for us to have 
together. 

•      The Transitional Steering Team is very concerned that members of the congregation 
continue to have voice throughout this process, so if you have any concerns or 
questions, please contact me or one of the Team members: 

o   Pam Farrell 

o   Liz Jonas 

o   Jeff Langdon 
o   Ann Newman 
o   Felicia Rush Blanc 

o   Bruce Taylor 
  
Please know that Congregation Council Minutes, including September’s meeting, and monthly 
financial summaries through August are available to you on First Lutheran’s website.  To find 
them, go to the banner toward the top of FLC’s home page (flcsj.org), click on “About Us,” drop 

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/2WdmNLRT3CU/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fflcsj.org


down in the menu that appears to “Newsletters/Council Reports” and click on it.  Thank you, 
Jim Pierce, for making these available to us. 
  
I learned today that the Crossing is in urgent need for volunteers in two of their programs: 

1.     The Nutrition Center needs volunteers to put together perishable food boxes for 
clients.  Hours are from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday.  Working any day and part of a day would be of help.  The Nutrition Center is 
located at 615 South 7th Street.  Call 816-396-8113 for information.  Volunteers must be 
18 years and older. 
2.     The Open Door Food Kitchen needs volunteers to heat pre-prepared food from 
Mosaic and prepare individual containers.  Food is for the residents at the Emergency 
Shelter.  3 to 4 volunteers are needed.  Timeline is: 

3:00 – Begin to heat food 
4:30 – Prepare all items in individual containers 
4:50 – Clean up 

Volunteers can be of any age and this is perfect for a family event, work group or circle 
of friends.  Contact Donna Wilson at 816-387-6847 to volunteer. 
  

I also learned today that Misty Coyle’s grandmother, Gilda Jones, is very ill in St. Louis and near 
the point death.  Misty, our hearts and prayers are with you, your grandmother and your entire 
family.  We will pray for God’s healing Spirit to be with Gilda.  With you and for you, we will put 
our hope and trust in God’s promise that nothing can ever separate us from God, not even 
death itself, and in God we always have life.  Lord, in your mercy …. 
  
Laurel Goforth sent an update today on her friend, Lynn Ann Flora, who has hospitalized with 
COVID-19 for over 2 months.  This comes from Lynn Ann’s daughter: 

Day 64: (Mom) is moving out of the ICU and to the rehab facility at KU Medical Center … 
We honestly weren’t sure this day would come.  God has answered our prayers with getting 
her to recovery!  There is talk that her trach will be removed in a few days if she continues 
to make progress!  We are unsure how long she will be at the rehab center but (are) feeling 
blessed she can stay close to home so we can still spend time with her and encourage her in 
person on this next step to recovery … Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for each 
and every prayer ...  We have been blessed with the most amazing people in our 
lives!  Please continue to pray for a smooth recovery! 

Lord, in your mercy …. 
  
Let us keep the safety and welfare of students, parents, teachers and staffs in our prayers in 
these days.  With COVID-19 cases rising in our area and our hospital’s ICU over-capacitated, let 
us do our part to try keep each other safe and to pray for those directly affected by the 
coronavirus–those who are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  May  
 
 
 



God give healing to the afflicted and strength to those who minister to them.  Let us pray for 
our country and world as we address those things that divide us. 
  
May the peace of Christ be with us all, 
Pastor Keith 
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