
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
May 14, 2020 @ 6:30pm via Zoom 
 
Members present: Carol Bunge, Sylvester Heeler, Marilyn Hunt, Debbie Taylor, Terry 
Cotton, DeeDee Hebb, Jim Farrell, Cyndee Simpson, Brenda Bass, Kris Langdon, Jim 
Pierce, Pastor Keith Hohly 
 
Members absent: Sarah Knorr 
Guest: Dan Chladek 
 
Meeting was called to order by Jim F.  
 
Jim P. presented the devotions centering around 1 Cor. 8. Paul’s words regarding being 
stumbling blocks to others in the faith and how those words are so appropriate for the 
situation that we are currently in with COVID-19. The idea to be mindful of other 
people’s fears and beliefs. 
 
Brenda B. to present devotions in June. 
 
Special reports: Dan C. presented report from The Foundation. The usual protocol is for 
The Foundation to wait until the end of the year to distribute money from the Matthiesen 
fund, which goes to assist places that address hunger in the community. Due to the 
current situation related to COVID-19 The Foundation is wondering if that money 
should be distributed now rather than at the end of the year. There is $3100 ready to be 
distributed. After discussion Kris L. made the following motion: 
 
To divide $3000 equally among the three food pantries that are currently operating in the 
community: InterServ, House of Bread, and The Nutrition Center. Carol B. seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 
Dan C. presented information concerning the Falk Fund. The bulk of the fund $55,000 is 
currently in the general accounts of the church while The Foundation meets and decides 
how to invest that money. The stipulation is that it will be set aside for five years and 
then the interest can begin to be used. The money is to be used for the maintenance of 
the church. 
 
Correction to minutes made at June 11, 2020 council meeting: The entire amount of 
the gift from the Falk estate ($71,902.64) is in the church’s checking account. $55,000 
of the amount will be moved to the Foundation. This gift is to be utilized for church 
property needs. It will be five years before investment can be touched. 
 



Review of April Council Minutes: Carol B. made the motion to approve the minutes as 
printed. Kris L. seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Review of April Treasurer’s Report: Cyndee S. presented the report. Financially the 
church is just about on target from past years. The church was also approved for the 
SBA Payroll Protection Program which will benefit the church greatly. Kris L. made the 
motion to approve the treasurer’s report as printed. Jim P. seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Pastor’s report: Pastor Keith presented his report as printed. 
 
Old Business: 
--SBA Payroll Protection Program: Jim P. gave the report that the money from this 
program is at the UMB bank. This money is to be used specifically for payroll and 
utilities. The exact paperwork used for accounting of this money is not definitive yet. 
From the date that the money was received there is an 8-week time frame for it to be 
used. 
 
--Parade to homebound members: Discussion about when this might occur and who 
would be in charge of this event. Discussion about the members that would be visited. 
Kris L. is to obtain the list from Pastor Keith and divide it up between council members 
who expressed an interest in doing this event. If possible, a short video could also be 
made and posted onto the private Facebook page. 
 
--Reopening Plans: Information that Jim P. had shared from his sister’s church in 
Omaha. Discussion about COVID-19 and the information that has been shared the past 
week from Sarah K. The cases in this area have actually been rising and not decreasing. 
Discussion about which phase we might be in at this time. It was decided that we are 
currently in Phase 1. Discussion about what was included in each phase and changes 
were made accordingly. 
 
Discussion then turned to dividing up into different task groups:  
 -Worship: Debbie T., Sylvester H., Marilyn H., Cyndee S., Brenda B. 
 -Building/Cleaning/Sanitizing: Jim F., Terry C., Jim P. 
 -Food and Refreshment: Kris L., Carol B.,  
 
Jim F. to ask Sarah K. and DeeDee Hebb about where they would like to serve. 
 
There were a few other names suggested for each task group who would need to be 
asked if they would like to serve in this area. (Ann N., Sharmyn T., Dave N., Pam F., 
Sarah C.) 
 
New Business: 



--Synod Benevolence: Pastor Keith presented the fact that usually Synod Benevolence is 
sent in at the end of the year. At this unprecedented time, the larger church is in difficult 
position right now. It was decided that church would send in what money is in that 
account at this time. 
 
--Philip Deng graduation. Philip will be graduating from Wartburg Seminary this 
coming Sunday via online service. He works through the week with the US Agriculture 
Department. Cards, prayers and messages are encouraged to be sent to him in 
celebration of this milestone. 
 
Jim F. made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Carol B. seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Pastor Keith closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Brenda Bass, secretary 


