
Saturday, August 22, 2020 
  
Dear First Lutheran Folks, 
  
I am sending out a second email to you this week because a special need has come to my 
attention that I wish to place before you. 
  
A couple of weeks ago, I asked Karri Chladek if there might be any way in which First Lutheran 
could be of help to her and her school as they face the challenges of educating the young 
people of our community this year.  She told me then she wanted to get back to work for a few 
days to get a clearer picture of how things are going to go this fall and after doing so, she would 
get back to me.  Karri let me know at the end of this week of a particular way we might help. 
  
Schools are in need of masks.  Even though many kids will be bringing their own, there will be 
some who do not, some who cannot and some who forget.  Furthermore, during the school 
day, some will lose their mask, sneeze into them, get them dirty or break them.  Consequently, 
schools themselves will need to keep a ready supply of masks. 
  
I am proposing we begin collecting masks for the school children of our community.  I’ll put out 
bins beginning tomorrow in both the sanctuary and by the office, much like we did when we 
collected shoes and socks this past month.  For the time being, we’ll make this an ongoing 
collection.  As we see what kind of need remains in the coming months, we’ll adjust our 
collecting accordingly. 
  
There are several ways you can contribute to this project. 

•       For those of us who have sewing talents, you can contribute masks that you 
sew.  Some of us have no doubt already been making masks and have a pattern 
available.  For those of us who do not, the following website does, including patterns 
for children: https://threadsmonthly.com/free-fabric-face-mask-sewing-patterns/.  

•       Another way to contribute is to purchase disposable masks and add them to the 
collection. 

•       If either of the above two ways will not work for you, you can contribute by making 
a financial donation that is clearly marked for the purpose of this mask project and 
someone else will purchase masks for you. 

  
Thanks for giving this project your consideration.  Next Sunday, August 30, we will ask God to 
bless this new school year before us, especially in light of the challenges the COVID-19 
pandemic we face.  Let's keep students, teachers, teaching assistants, parents and school 
administrators in our daily prayers as well.  
  
Peace, 
Pastor Keith 
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