
Sunday, August 30, 2020 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS    To the glory of God in honor of our healthcare workers during the pandemic 
and every day. 

Dave & Ann Newman 
     

PRELUDE                                                     “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                         arr. Mark Hayes 
Sharon Gray, piano 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                          “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                                             ELW 810 
 

 O Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 remain forever near me, 
 my master and my friend. 
 I shall not fear the battle 
 if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway 
 if you will be my guide. 
 
 



 Oh, let me feel you near me; 
 the world is ever near. 
 I see the sights that dazzle, 
 the tempting sounds I hear. 
 My foes are ever near me, 
 around me and within; 
 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 
 to shield my soul from sin. 
 

 Oh, let me hear you speaking 
 in accents clear and still 
 above the storms of passion, 
 the murmurs of self-will. 
 Now speak to reassure me, 
 to hasten or control; 
 now speak and make me listen, 
 O Guardian of my soul. 
 

 O Jesus, you have promised 
 to all who follow you 
 that where you are in glory 
 your servant shall be too. 
 And Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 oh, give me grace to follow, 
 my master and my friend. 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                                        “Feast of Victory” 
 

Refrain  
This is the feast of victory for our God! 
This is the feast of victory for our God! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain 
whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Refrain 
 

Power and riches, wisdom and strength 
Power and riches, wisdom and strength 
and honor and blessing and glory are yours!  Refrain 
 



Blessing and honor, glory and might be to God 
Blessing and honor, glory and might be to God 
Forever and ever.  Amen! 
This is the feast of victory for our God! 
This is the feast of victory for our God! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 
C we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. 

Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to 
follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                            “Consecration”                                             John Ness Beck  
David Bezona, tenor 

 
FIRST READING – Karen Jensen, reading                                                                   Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon 
him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he 
will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple 
words, “I am with you.” 
 

 15O LORD, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart; 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O LORD, God of hosts. 
 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 19Therefore thus says the LORD: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 



 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 20And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the LORD. 
 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

Reflection 
Have you ever been angry at God for something you feel God has done to you?  If so, you are in 
good company.  This text is one of Jeremiah’s complaints against God.  What does Jeremiah ask 
God to do?  (verse 15)  Why is Jeremiah being persecuted and insulted?  Verse 16 refers to 
Jeremiah’s call to be a prophet (see Jeremiah 1:4-10, especially verse 9).  Has Jeremiah always 
been angry?  Besides experiencing the joy of consuming God’s word, how did Jeremiah respond 
to those around him?  (verse 17)  He did not expect exclusion and ridicule.  What did Jeremiah 
experience?  (verse 18)  Does God promise to take Jeremiah’s pain away?  (verse 19)  What does 
God promise instead?  (verses 20-21)  When you are facing something that seems 
overwhelming, how do you experience the promise of God’s presence? 
 
Psalm 26:1-8 – read together with Bruce Taylor 
 

 1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; 
  I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 
 2Test me, O LORD, and try me; 
  examine my heart and my mind. 
 3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 
  I have walked faithfully with you. 
 4I have not sat with the worthless, 
  nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
 5I have hated the company of evildoers; 
  I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 
  that I may go in procession round your altar, 
 7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 8LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 
  and the place where your glory abides.  
 
 
 
 



Reflection 
This could be Jeremiah’s psalm.  Why does the psalmist want to be vindicated, or judged as 
good, by the Lord?  (verse 1)  What does the psalmist think God will find if God examines 
him/her?  (verse 2)  What has the psalmist done?  (verse 3)  What has the psalmist not done?  
(verses 4-5)  Does the psalmist deserve to be in the procession praising God?  (verses 6-7)  
Where does the psalmist want to be?  (verse 8)  As you reflect on this psalm, can you say you 
also deserve to praise God?  I know because of Jesus, we all belong in this procession! 
 
SECOND READING – Kathy Wessler, reading                                                                Romans 12:9-21 
 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is 
the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics 
but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of 
others, we seek to live at peace with all people. 
 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of 
God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies 
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you 
will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 
 

Reflection 
This text continues Paul’s exhortation to live as those transformed by Christ.  (See last week’s 
text, Romans 12:1-8)  I don’t know about you, but this is how I hope to live, but often fail.  Which 
part of this text is most difficult for you?  Perhaps it is telling that I find it much easier to think 
about how someone else should live this out than I myself.  I do like the promise that by treating 
our enemies with kindness we will “heap burning coals on their heads.”  However, with that 
confession, I try to live knowing that in my baptism Jesus forgives me when I fail, and gives me 
courage to continue to try to live in God.   
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                   “Words of Life” 

 

Where can we go to hear the Truth be told? 
You have the Words of Life; 
Who has the word that makes our hearts be bold? 
You have the Words of Life. 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia! 



You are the One, 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia! 
You are the One, O Christ. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                       Matthew 16:21-28 
 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals 
the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple 
whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 
 

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they 
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will 
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

Reflection 
The other assurance for me in these texts is how Peter responded after he declared that Jesus is 
“the Son of the living God.”  What does Jesus tell his disciples that this means for him?  (verse 
21)  How does Peter respond to this?  (verse 22)  Why do you think Peter thought Jesus could not 
end up his ministry with betrayal, crucifixion and death, especially after he has just said that 
Jesus is the Son of the living God?  I imagine that Peter cannot imagine that the Son of God can 
suffer and die.  What happens to the world if the Son of the Creator is killed?  How does Jesus 
respond to Peter’s rebuke?  (verse 23)  In what ways are we like Peter, trying to make Jesus into 
who we want him to be?  How do you get your imagination around the idea that Jesus, Son of 
God, dies?  Does this mean that God dies?  (Yes!—and then lives again!)  What does it mean to 
you that God knows what it is like to be afraid—to suffer, and to die?  How are we called to live 
as Jesus’ disciples?  (verse 24)  What does it mean to you to take up your cross and follow Jesus?  
Is there anything worth it to you to give up Jesus?  (verses 26-28)  If we need to give up our idea 
that God will rescue us from death, instead of seeing us through whatever suffering and dying 
we need to go through, that might be worth giving up!  What do you think? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Jeff Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 



SONG OF THE DAY                       “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                                       ELW 631 
 

 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into ev'ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 
 

 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
 let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, 
 nevermore thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 
 serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
 glory in thy perfect love. 
 

 Finish then thy new creation, 
 pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
 perfectly restored in thee! 
 Changed from glory into glory, 
 till in heav'n we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 
PRAYER SONG                           “Let My Prayer Be a Fragrant Offering”         
 

 Let my prayer be a fragrant offering, 
 as incense to you arise. 
 Let my prayer be a fragrant offering, 
 my hands lifted up in praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Keith & Deb Hohly 
 

 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Savannah Rousch, Phil Heeler, Lynn Ann Flora, Bonnie Hall, Kira Wall, Raymond Schubert, Tony 
Sloan, Chris & Andy Wilson, John Lawrence, Reed Nelson, Ashley Sollars, Nancy Reder, Dorothy 

Masteller, Phil Lewis, David Bezona, and Dee Rasmussen   
 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on divine 
things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and thereby discover joy 
in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes to see 
the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in harmony with all 
creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, even 
those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they advocate 
and genuinely care for those who are poor and most vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your 
presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are 
despairing, and heal the sick.  In the midst of a global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope 
and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with this disease and 
those who are treating them, for those mourning the loss of life and those facing death, and for 
those who urgently work to find effective treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our 
faith community needing your care: Phil, Lynn Ann, Bonnie, Ann, Marla, Gerald, Raymond, Tony, 
Andy, John, Reed, Ashley, Nancy, Dorothy, Phil, David, and Dee, and those we name aloud or 
silently in our hearts.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in 
prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring reconciliation. 
Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 
 



God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now live in 
your undying light. In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
PRAYER FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 
 

P Our public schools here in St. Joseph will be opening for the Fall semester on Monday.  As 
we all know, these are very difficult times for so many things we do together.  The way we 
provide for the education and development of our young people is being acutely affected by 
the pandemic we are encountering.  We are having to decide between in-school and on-line 
learning.  These decisions are particularly difficult for working and single parents.  Students 
are having to conduct themselves distantly from each other.  Teachers are having to 
prepare new formats for their students.  Administrators are scrambling to determine how 
to best navigate their programs through these times.  Many of the cherished programs we 
associate with the school year such as music, the arts and sports are being drastically 
changed or even suspended. 
 

Let us lift up to God the needs of our educational system here locally, across our nation and 
around the world. 

 

C Gracious and loving God, source of all goodness: We give you thanks for the gift of 
learning and the opportunity for education.  You have given us the law for our 
instruction, the whole of scripture for our development and your Son as our teacher.  In 
these very difficult times, we ask your blessing on the students in our midst, across our 
land and around the world.  May your Spirit guide them and empower them as they may 
need to adapt to new ways of learning.  May they have a safe school year.  Bless them in 
their work and, despite the challenges they may face, may they receive the blessing that 
learning is meant to provide.  Be with all parents as they make decisions for their 
children and wrestle with determining what is best.  Help us as a society support these 
parents in by providing them whatever assistance we can.   
 

We pray for your guidance and blessing to be with all teachers and those who provide 
assistance in learning.  May your Spirit lead them in finding ways of being effective in the 
midst of challenging circumstances.  Give them patience and endurance in their work and 
keep them safe from harm.  Likewise, give insight and foresight to those who administer 
our schools, especially in a time when the way forward is not clear.  Help them keep the 
welfare of all before them and give them courage to make difficult decisions for the 
greater good. 
 

In a time when hearts can become fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.  
Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.  Where 
impossibilities close doors and windows, grant imagination and resistance.  Where 



distrust twists our thinking grant healing and illumination.  Where spirits are daunted 
and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.  All these things we ask in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P Let us give thanks! 
C Our God has bent down and fed us! 
 

P Like a mother, God has held us; 
C Our God has calmed and quieted our fear! 
 

P Like a father God has forgiven us, 
C And removed our sins from us! 
 

P  Bless God’s holy name! 
C And forget not all God’s benefits! 

 
PREFACE 
C We thank you for the promise of this meal which brings us your presence to break the 

bonds of isolation; and power to overcome our powerlessness. 
We thank you for the promise of this day which gives us new life for tired spirits, and 
victory for the faithful.  Help us to reach out to each other in community and be agents of 
renewal.  May your resurrection happen in and through us as we join our voices with 
those people of every time and every place singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 
Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 
 

Blessed is the One who comes  
in the name of God! 
Blessed is the One who comes  
in the name of God! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna-sanna-sanna! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna-sanna-sanna! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna-sanna-sanna! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna 
 
 
 
 



Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 
Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread  
and gave thanks, broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples,  
saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper,  
he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  

 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Come to the table. Be made well, and live.  All are welcome. 
 
COMMUNION 
 



BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Gracious God, 
C we give you thanks because in your own free gift of love you have reached out to us.  

You have refreshed us at your table, touched our deepest needs, and called us to a life 
shared in memory and hope.  Send us forth with courage and joy in the name of Jesus 
Christ that we may become bread and peace for one another and the world.  Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.  
Let all that you do be done in love. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                       “I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord” 
 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, 
I will sing, I will sing. 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord. 
 

With my mouth will I make known 
thy faithfulness, thy faithfulness. 
With my mouth will I make known 
thy faithfulness to all generations. 
 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, 
I will sing, I will sing. 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord. 
 

DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                                              “A Tune for a Trumpet”                                     Gilbert Martin 

Sharon Gray, organ 
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