
Sunday, August 2, 2020 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS    To the Glory of God in Celebration of 28 years of marriage.    
    Marla and Sylvester Heeler 

 
PRELUDE                                         ”Chime Prelude on St. Clement”                                  Deane Shure 

Sharon Gray, organist 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                           “Praise and Thanksgiving”                                             ELW 689 

Phil & Nancy Lewis, song leaders 
 

 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 
 for all things living, you have made good: 
 harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
 hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 

 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, 
 that with our neighbor we may be fed. 
 Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 
 harvesting, milling for daily bread. 
 



 Father, providing food for your children, 
 by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 
 one with another, so that, rejoicing 
 with us, all others may know your care. 
 

 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 
 freely confessing your gracious hand. 
 Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 

your love sustaining showers the land. 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                                        “Feast of Victory” 
Rev. Keith Hohly, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 

 

Refrain  
This is the feast of victory for our God! 
This is the feast of victory for our God! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain 
whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Refrain 
 

Power and riches, wisdom and strength 
Power and riches, wisdom and strength 
and honor and blessing and glory are yours!  Refrain 
 

Blessing and honor, glory and might be to God 
Blessing and honor, glory and might be to God 
Forever and ever.  Amen! 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God! 
This is the feast of victory for our God! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Glorious God, 
C your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with 

abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and 
with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                         “Natural Flat Pick”                              Tommy Emmanuel 
arr. Nicholas Pierce  

Nicholas Pierce, guitar 
 

FIRST READING – Kathy Wessler, reading                                                                       Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to 
make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited 
to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways 
in which God has glorified Israel. 
 

 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 

Reflection 
What is free as Isaiah extends the invitation to all people? (verse 1) This time of pandemic has 
been a difficult time for many people, people who have lost their jobs, or who can’t go to work 
because their children have to stay home, or because they are trying not to spread the virus. 
What does Isaiah say to those people, on God’s behalf? What questions does he ask them? 
(verse 2) Does it surprise you that it’s not What can you afford? or Spend this money that we 
give you carefully? What do you think “rich food” stands for? I don’t think Isaiah is saying, let 



them eat cake. What is it that God wants the people to consume? (verse 3) What is God 
promising? For God’s covenant with David, see 2 Samuel 7:4-17. Not only the descendants of 
David, but also all of Israel share the call of God. (verse 4) To whom does this call extend? 
(verse 5) What do you think this means for us? 
 
PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21– read together with David Bezona 
 

 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 17You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works.  
 18You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully. 
 19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 
  you hear their cry and save them. 
 20You watch over all those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 
 21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.  
 

Reflection 
What does the psalmist say about the Lord? (verses 8-9) What words in these verses describe 
who the Lord is? Which ones speak to you? How does the psalmist say God demonstrates 
those words? (verse 14) Who is left out of this promise? (verses 15-16) What about those 
who don’t earn God’s love and faithfulness? Does the Lord fail to deliver on these promises? 
(verse 17) What does God want in return? (verses 18-19) Here’s how I understand verse 20—I 
believe that God’s love extends to all, but I also know that wickedness has not gone from me. 
Part of the promise of this psalm is that the wickedness that lives within me will be destroyed. 
What do you think? What is the response of all the creation to the Lord’s goodness? (verse 
21) How do you join in this response? 
 
SECOND READING – Deb Hohly, reading                                                                           Romans 9:1-5 
 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s 
saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s 
children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and 
receiving divine promises. 
 



1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 
Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to 
the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 

Reflection 
Why is Paul concerned with the Jewish people (“the Israelites”)? Here are some questions in 
the notes in the Lutheran Bible about what Paul says in chapters 9-11 of Romans: “What 
about Jews who do not believe in Jesus? Has God abandoned them? If so, has God broken 
God’s promises to Israel? And if God has done that, can God be trusted to keep the promises 
made to Gentile believers? Christians, and some who claim to be Christians, in the past (and 
some today) have spoken and acted as though Jews are in no way related to us. What does 
Paul say about them, in verses 4-5? The ELCA has been one of those Christian denominations 
that has formally sought forgiveness from the Jewish people for anti-Semitism. As a hospital 
chaplain, I was called to minister to people of other religions, including Jewish people, Muslim 
people, Hindu people, atheists…. How do you understand our relationship as Christians with 
people of other faiths, or no faith? 
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                   “Words of Life” 

            Rev. Keith Hohly, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 
 

Where can we go to hear the Truth be told? 
You have the Words of Life; 
Who has the word that makes our hearts be bold? 
You have the Words of Life. 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia! 
You are the One, 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia!  Allelu! 
Alleluia! 
You are the One, O Christ. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                       Matthew 14:13-21 
 

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for 
others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his 
greatest miracles. 
 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a 
boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 
from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them 
and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 



villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 
18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the 
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate 
and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 
21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 

Reflection 
Our text skips the story of the death of John the Baptist, who was executed by Herod. (See 
Matthew 14:1-12) That story explains verse 13 of our text, which says that Jesus went to a 
deserted place by himself. (Remember that John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin and friend.) 
What happened when Jesus went ashore? (verse 14) Who all was with him? (verses 14-15) 
What did the disciples want Jesus to do? (verse15) If you’ve ever had a long day, and a crowd 
of hungry people, you may sympathize with the disciples! What did Jesus say? (verse 16) 
What was the disciples’ excuse? (verse 17) What did Jesus do? (verses 18-19) What 
happened to the hungry people? (verses 20-21) Here’s how I feel about this story: I get tired 
easily these days. When I see people in need, most of the time I just hope they will go away. 
What I forget is, when Jesus is here, there is always plenty—plenty of food, plenty of 
compassion, plenty of love, and enough energy! Sometimes when we read this, our question 
is, where did that food come from? But to the text, it doesn’t matter. There is enough, 
because Jesus is there. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                       “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                               ELW 674 

Rev. Keith Hohly, Sharmyn Thompson, Dave Newman, and Jeff Langdon, song leaders 
 

 Let us talents and tongues employ, 
 reaching out with a shout of joy: 
 bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
 Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 

Refrain 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

 Christ is able to make us one, 
 at the table he sets the tone, 
 teaching people to live to bless, 
 love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 
 



 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
 bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
 gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  Refrain 
 

PRAYER SONG                                  “The Spirit Intercedes For Us”                                          ELW 180                                    
Jim Pierce, song leader 

 

 The Spirit intercedes for us 
with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh, oh. 

 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Jim & Juel Pierce 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Ann Newman, Peggy Ann Edwards, Margaret Wells (friend of Nila Schneider), Tony Sloan (friend 

of Sharon Gray), Chris and Andy Wilson (friends of Sharon Gray), Marla Doty, Gerald Clark, 
Raymond Schubert, Mechelle Leger (Debbie Taylor’s sister), John Lawrence, Reed Nelson,  

Ashley Sollars, Nancy Reder, Dorothy Masteller, Phil Lewis, David Bezona, Dee Rasmussen,  
 
 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your church 
trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for 
the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation. Replenish ground 
water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant life. 
Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who do 
not know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender 
hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing 
to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind. In the midst of a global crisis, we look to you 
for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic. We pray for those stricken 



with this disease and those who are treating them, for those mourning the loss of life and those 
facing death, and for those who urgently work to find effective treatments for cure. We lift up 
to you those in our faith community needing your care: Kira, Ann, Peggy Ann, Margaret, Tony, 
Chris, Andy, Marla, Gerald, Raymond, Mechelle, John, Reed, Ashley, Nancy, Dorothy, Phil, David, 
Dee, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation such a welcoming heart, that 
our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we 
encounter. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the 
heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P O God, our God, we confess that we have not always lived for you. 
You have invited us into a new life, 

C yet we have closed our eyes and ears and hearts against that invitation. 
 

P You have shown us the way to love, 
C yet we have chosen too often the path of uncaring. 
 

P You have called us to the ministry of reconciliation, 
C yet often we find ourselves tempted to turn away from others. 
 

P You have challenged us to generosity, 
C but many times we would rather keep to ourselves.  

Dear God enter our lives once again. 
Release us from the bonds of selfishness. 
Create in us a renewed openness to your love, 
that we may share your love with others.  Amen! 

 

P As a shepherd seeks a lost sheep, 
C So God Seeks and saves the lost. 
 

P Like a woman who searches for a lost coin until it is found, 
C So God rejoices over one soul restored to wholeness. 
 
 



P As a father receives a returning wayward son, 
C So God welcomes us, and lets the past be the past. 
 

P Therefore let us praise God in thanksgiving that we are received. 
C Let us receive and welcome and rejoice over one another in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P Let us give thanks! 
C Our God has bent down and fed us! 
 

P Like a mother, God has held us; 
C Our God has calmed and quieted our fear! 
 

P Like a father God has forgiven us, 
C And removed our sins from us! 
 

P  Bless God’s holy name! 
C And forget not all God’s benefits! 

 
PREFACE 
C We thank you for the promise of this meal which brings us your presence to break the 

bonds of isolation; and power to overcome our powerlessness. 
We thank you for the promise of this day which gives us new life for tired spirits, and 
victory for the faithful.  Help us to reach out to each other in community and be agents of 
renewal.  May your resurrection happen in and through us as we join our voices with 
those people of every time and every place singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 
Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 
 

Blessed is the One who comes  
in the name of God! 
Blessed is the One who comes  
in the name of God! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna-sanna-sanna! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna-sanna-sanna! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna-sanna-sanna! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna 



 

Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 
Holy Holy  
Holy is the One, who Is, Was, and Is To Come 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread  
and gave thanks, broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples,  
saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper,  
he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Come to the table. Be made well, and live.  All are welcome. 
 
COMMUNION 
 



BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Gracious God, 
C we give you thanks because in your own free gift of love you have reached out to us.  

You have refreshed us at your table, touched our deepest needs, and called us to a life 
shared in memory and hope.  Send us forth with courage and joy in the name of Jesus 
Christ that we may become bread and peace for one another and the world.  Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.  
Let all that you do be done in love. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                                               “Grace Alone” 
Rev. Keith Hohly, Sharmyn Thompson, Dave Newman, and Jeff Langdon, song leaders 

 

Ev’ry promise we can make, ev’ry prayer and step of faith; 
Ev’ry difference we will make is only by his grace. 
Ev’ry mountain we will climb, ev’ry ray of hope we shine; 
Ev’ry blessing left behind is only by His grace. 
 

Grace alone which God supplies, strength unknown He will provide, 
Christ in us our Cornerstone; we will go forth in grace alone. 
 

Ev’ry soul we long to reach, ev’ry heart we hope to teach; 
Ev’rywhere we share His peace is only by His grace. 
Ev’ry loving word we say, ev’ry tear we wipe away; 
Ev’ry sorrow turned to praise is only by His grace. 
 

Grace alone which God supplies, strength unknown He will provide, 
Christ in us our Cornerstone; we will go forth in grace alone. 
 

Grace alone which God supplies, strength unknown He will provide, 
Christ in us our Cornerstone; We will go forth in grace alone. 
Grace alone which God supplies, strength unknown He will provide, 
Christ in us our Cornerstone; we will go forth in grace alone. 
We will go forth in grace alone. 
 
 
 

 



DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                                                 “Amazing Grace”                                       arr. Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
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