
Sunday, July 26, 2020 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women,  
the 40th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women of Color and  

the 10th Anniversary of the Ordination of Openly Coupled LGBTQIA+ Persons 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS    With prayerful thanks to those working to prevent and cure the virus causing 
the pandemic.   Jim & Pam Farrell. 

 

PRELUDE                                                  ”Trumpets In Praise”                                         Robert Hughes 
Sharon Gray, organist 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                                   ELW 886 

Rev. Keith & Debra Hohly, song leaders 
 

 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my great Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace! 
 

 My gracious Master and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim, 
 to spread through all the earth abroad 



 the honors of your name. 
 

 The name of Jesus charms our fears 
 and bids our sorrows cease, 
 sings music in the sinner's ears, 
 brings life and health and peace. 
 

 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 
 new life the dead receive; 
 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
 the humble poor believe. 
 

 Look unto him, your Savior own, 
O fallen human race! 
Look and be saved through faith alone, 
be justified by grace! 

 

 To God all glory, praise, and love 
 be now and ever giv'n 
 by saints below and saints above, 
 the church in earth and heav'n. 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING                                        Sarah Pierce 
L For the vocations of pastor, deacon, and bishop, for those who lead churches and faith 

communities, for those whose life work is evangelical witness in word and deed,  
C We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

L For 50 years of women’s ordination in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and its 
predecessor bodies,  

C We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

L For the women of color who have been called by God to serve this church,  
C We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

L For the faithful service of LGBTQIA+ pastors who have enriched this church and for the 10 
years since the policy change enabling them to serve publicly out and in partnered 
relationships.  

C We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

L For the work of seminary professors and staff, chaplains and administrators, those who 
work for nonprofits, and those who are retired from paid ministries,  

C We rejoice and give thanks to God.  



L For those who are discerning a call to serve Christ’s church, for those who are in candidacy, 
and for those in their internship congregations,  

C We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

L For the witness of Mary Magdalene, the dance of Miriam, the hospitality of Lydia, the 
prayer of Mary, the discernment of Deborah, the courage of Rahab, and the faithfulness of 
our biblical foremothers,  

C We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

L For the witness of women in this church, especially for Elizabeth and Susan, Juel and Sarah, 
C We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

L Gracious and living God, we rejoice and give you thanks for your power on display throughout 
time and place, calling all kinds of people to be witnesses to your grace and power. We 
celebrate how the Spirit has blessed your church through the work of women and girls, including 
in this time and place. Guide us, as your people, into welcoming your prophets and teachers 
among us and hearing Christ’s good news through them. With gratitude, we pray.  

C Amen! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Beloved and sovereign God, 
C through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of 

justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life 
that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                           “He Loved Me”                                                     Tom Fettke 
Sharmyn Thompson, soprano 

 
FIRST READING – Joyce Stroud, reading                                                                            1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him 
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 
 

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant 
my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made 
your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know 
how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; 
for who can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. 



Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one 
like you shall arise after you.” 
 

Reflection 
I remember this story about Solomon at the beginning of his reign, from hearing it when I was a 
child. What does the Lord say to Solomon in a dream? (verse 5) What does Solomon ask for? 
(verses 6-9) Why does he trust what the Lord has said? (verse 6) How did the Lord answer? 
(verses 10-12) If you are interested, the politics of the beginning of Solomon’s reign is much 
bloodier and more contentious than even our politics now. You can read about this in 1 Kings 
1-3. If you could ask God for anything, what would it be? What do you think God’s answer 
would be to your request? 
 
PSALM 119:129-136– read together with Jim Pierce 
 

 129Your decrees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 130When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
 132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name.  
 133Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
 135Let your face shine upon your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 
 136My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  
 

Reflection 
Remember, this psalm is a series of reflections on the law/decrees/commandments/statutes/ 
teaching of the Lord. What does the psalmist say about the decrees of the Lord? (verse 129) 
What does the psalmist promise? What does the psalmist say that the word of the Lord does 
for those who cannot understand? (verse 130) How does the psalmist express “longing” for 
the Lord’s commandments? (verse 131) What does the psalmist expect to receive from the 
Lord? (verse 132) Why? When the psalmist prays that the Lord will “order my footsteps” in 
the word of the Lord, what does it mean? (verse 133) Does the psalmist have an easy life, do 
you think? (verse 134) What does the psalmist promise? We have heard the promise that the 
Lord’s face will shine on your servant when we hear one of the benedictions we sometimes 
use. What does the psalmist ask will happen when the Lord’s face shines on the psalmist? 
(verse 135) Even though the teaching of the Lord is wonderful, gives understanding, is 
precious, why does the psalmist weep over these commandments? (verse 136) Why might 
the people find it hard to keep the teachings of the Lord? In what ways might this psalm be 
your prayer at this time? 
 



SECOND READING – Karen Jensen, reading                                                                 Romans 8:26-39 
 

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the 
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. 
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love. 
 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom 
he justified he also glorified. 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Reflection 
Paul has been talking about suffering and patience in the verses preceding our text for today. 
(See Romans 8:18-25) Most of us (if not all of us) understand suffering, especially in this time 
of the pandemic. What do you pray for in this pandemic, this time when perhaps our suffering 
helps us in some ways to understand the suffering that racism causes for our fellow citizens, 
and we seem to have no place to turn in this time? Somehow my prayers seem inadequate. I 
pray often by rote, knowing I should pray but not sure my prayers are heard. What does this 
text tell us about that sense of not knowing how to pray? (verse 26) How does the Spirit help 
us? (verse 27) What this says to me is that even simply my intention to pray is enough, even 
when I don’t feel like I pray well at all, because the Spirit is praying for us “according to the will 
of God.” We often hear verse 28 from well-intentioned Christians who want to assure us that 
what we are going through is God’s will. That’s not really comforting to me, and perhaps not to 
you. It’s hard to imagine that this pandemic is somehow God’s will and is working for our 
good. What I do know is that when we are talking about God’s will, we are talking about a 
mystery, and I truly don’t believe even Paul understands the mystery of God’s will for us! But 
somehow, we know that Christ is in the center of this mystery, even if we can’t explain it. 
(verses 29-30) What can we say for sure? (verse 31) How is Christ involved in this? (verse 32) 
How do we know that Christ will not condemn us? (verses 32-34) Paul then writes a whole list 
of traumas and suffering that surely the people who first read this have gone through, and 
much of what we are going through now. (verses 35-36) What does Paul remind us about who 



we are in Christ? (verse 37) How does he answer the question in verse 35 about who—or 
what—can separate us from God’s love? (verses 38-39) Note that everything and everyone 
that he mentions is a creature, part of creation, created by God. Why cannot these things 
separate us from the love of God? Some people say that “everything that happens is God’s 
will.” I cannot believe that. What I can believe is that God is with us through all things. 
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                   “Alleluia” 

            Rev. Keith Hohly, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                         Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the 
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the 
implications of this announcement for people’s lives. 
 

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 
that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

Reflection 
Like the parable of the weeds among the wheat, these short parables are about how the 
kingdom of heaven is hidden among us. Most of us have seen mustard seeds, if not in our 
kitchens, then it is one of the spices used in some pickles. It’s about as big as a punctuation 
mark on this page. What happens when the mustard seed is planted and grows? (verses 
31-32) The tree that grows reminds us of the Tree of Life in the midst of the Garden of Eden 
(see Genesis 2:9) and the tree of life that grows in the New Jerusalem (see Revelation 22:2). 
This tree (the kingdom of heaven) is in the midst of us all the time. I’m familiar with yeast that’s 



added to flour to make bread. (verse 33) I have to remember whether I’ve put it in the flour, 
because once it’s added, I can’t see it in the flour. What happens to the flour when the yeast 
(and water) is added to it? It becomes bread! It’s hidden, but without it nothing happens. 
Then Jesus tells the story of someone who finds a treasure, hides the treasure in a field, and 
then sells everything to buy the field. (verse 44) This would be a good start to an exciting plot 
in a mystery story! What is the field worth without the treasure? Maybe a little, not much. 
What is it worth with the treasure buried in it? All that we own! The next parable is of a 
merchant who sells everything to buy the pearl of great value. (verses 45-46) Who do you 
think the merchant in this parable is? Perhaps it is God, who gives everything to obtain most 
loved—all of us! The parable of the net thrown into the sea (verses 47-50) reminds me of the 
stories of the disciples fishing and catching nothing. (see Luke 5:1-11) In this parable, 
everything is caught, and it has to be sorted. Sort of like the weeds in the wheat. How do you 
think what is evil in us will be sorted out? Then comes the question (verse 51) “Have you 
understood all of this?” That’s the question for us, too. Have you understood all of this? I’m 
not sure I have. I think these parables are like the kingdom of heaven, which we have to live 
into to discover what is treasure and what is not. (verse 52) Jesus doesn’t try to explain them, 
as he does some other parables. He just leaves them as they are. We can only follow him! 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                   “I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me”                                       ELW 860 

Rev. Keith Hohly, Sharmyn Thompson, Dave Newman, and Jeff Langdon, song leaders 
 

 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 

 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 

 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 

PRAYER SONG                                  “The Spirit Intercedes For Us”                                          ELW 180                                    
Jim Pierce, song leader 

 

 The Spirit intercedes for us 
with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh, oh. 

 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Phil & Nancy Lewis 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Peggy Ann Edwards, Margaret Wells (friend of Nila Schneider), Tony Sloan (friend of Sharon 
Gray), Chris and Andy Wilson (friends of Sharon Gray), Marla Doty, Gerald Clark, Raymond 
Schubert, Joe Knorr, Mechelle Leger (Debbie Taylor’s sister), Alex Gilliland (Karen Jensen’s 

nephew), John Lawrence, Cody Knapp, Reed Nelson, Ashley Sollars, Deon Jensen, Nancy Reder, 
Dorothy Masteller, Phil Lewis, David Bezona, Dee Rasmussen,  

and the friends and family of Lin Starks 
 
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need.  

A brief silence.  

For the women who faithfully serve as bishops, pastors, and deacons, especially Elizabeth, Susan 
and Juel; for those first to be ordained, those most recently ordained and those who are soon to 
be ordained, especially Sarah. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  

For the visible unity of the church, and for ongoing dialogue between church bodies that do not 
agree on the ordination of women. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  

For laypeople, who do vital work through church ministries of hospitality, outreach, teaching, 
music and dance. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  

For women and girls around the world who are ostracized from their communities for any 
reason, or treated as less than children of God. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  

For those whose hard work is rarely praised, and whose names are forgotten though their work 
lives on. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  

For those who suffer from bleeding disorders; for children who are too sick or weak to get up; 
for all who continue to pray for healing in their bodies. In the midst of a global crisis, we look to 
you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  We pray for those 
stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for those mourning the loss of life 
and those facing death, and for those who urgently work to find effective treatments for cure.  
We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: Peggy Ann, Margaret, Tony, 
Chris, Andy, Marla, Gerald, Raymond, Joe, Alex, Mechelle, John, Cody, Reed, Ashley, Deon, 
Nancy, Dorothy, Phil, David, Dee, the family of Lin Starks, and those we name aloud or silently in 
our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  

 



For the women who nurtured us in faith, whether in our family of birth or in the family of God. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
 

Into your hands, most high God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting that your 
steadfast love is greater than the heavens and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds, through 
Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  
Amen! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Loving God, 
C Our thoughts, our words, and our deeds are an open book to you.  

You have seen where we fall short.  
You know where we have strayed as individuals  
and as your church.  
In your mercy, forgive us and guide us into right ways of being—  
ways of welcome, paths of mercy, habits of grace—  
so that we may live renewed in the joy of our salvation,  
prepared, equipped, and ready to meet Christ  
in our neighbors and in your creation. Amen! 

 

P God’s ways are not our ways  
And God’s thoughts are not our thoughts.  
Before we were made, God brought creation out of nothing  
And peace out of chaos.  
In this same love, God unyokes you from sin  
And binds you to a new life and new living in Jesus Christ.  
Rejoice and be glad,  
Yours is the kingdom of God.  

C Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy and generous God,  
the source of all life-giving vocations,  
the nourisher of dreams and hopes,  
the joy of our souls and the song of our hearts:  

 

You led your people from slavery into freedom  
and the women led the dancing and singing.  
You gave your psalmist words,  
and those verses formed the prayers of generations.  
You speak to those who listen,  
and new relationships are formed in community.  
You bring wholeness to the sick and the dead,  
and, in you, all creation knows true peace.  

 

On the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread  
and gave thanks, broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples,  
saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper,  
he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering, therefore, his life, his death, and his resurrection,  
we thank you for the grace that you have poured out on your creation.  
We thank you for the Spirit who strengthens the call to  
preach the good news to all people in all places at all times.  
With this bread and cup, we hold fast to Christ’s life of love,  
revealing divine power,  
and we await the day when all shall be well and all things are made new.  

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts  
that we may rejoice together in Christ’s faithfulness, live courageously, and  
recognize the gifts and callings of all people in your church and in your world.  
Unite our prayers with Miriam, the healed woman, the risen girl,  
and all the saints of your word gathered on the banks of the river of life—  
Giving you honor, glory, and praise—  
Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen! 



LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Come to the table. Be made well, and live.  All are welcome. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Holy and healing God: 
C In this meal, you have given us your very self to eat, and you have made us one in Christ:  

there is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female.  
As we go forth from this place, take us by the hand and free us from fear,  
that we might sing your praise with our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P May the joy of God’s freedom cause your spirit to dance;  
May the presence of God’s peace bring wholeness to your body and mind.  
May God give you blessing and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen! 
 
 



SENDING SONG                           “We've Come This Far by Faith”                                           ELW 633 
Rev. Keith Hohly, Sharmyn Thompson, Dave Newman, and Jeff Langdon, song leaders 

 

Refrain 
 We've come this far by faith, 
 leaning on the Lord; 
 trusting in his holy word, 
 he's never failed us yet. 
 Oh, can't turn around, 
 we've come this far by faith. 
 We've come this far by faith. 

 

 Just remember 
 the good things God has done, 
 things that seemed impossible; 
 oh, praise him for the vict'ries he has won. 
 Oh!  Refrain 
 

 Don't be discouraged 
 with trouble in your life; 
 he'll bear your burdens, 
 and move all the discord and strife. 

  Oh!  Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                               “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                  arr. Jack Schrader 

Sharon Gray, pianist 


