
Sunday, July 19, 2020 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS    In appreciation to Pastor Keith, the church council, and First Lutheran staff 
members for their leadership from Irene and Daniel Wall. 

 

PRELUDE                                          ”Suite for Viola, Movement II”                 Ralph Vaughn Williams 
Jim Bunge, viola 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                                    “Gather Us In”                                       ELW 533 

Rev. Keith Hohly, Sharmyn Thompson, and Dave Newman,  song leaders 
 

 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
 now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
 



 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
 we are the old who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

 Here we will take the wine and the water, 
 here we will take the bread of new birth, 
 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
 give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 

 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven, light years away— 
 here in this place the new light is shining, 
 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever, 
 gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                  “Gloria”               
Rev. Keith Hohly, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 

 

Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Faithful God, 
C most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your 

Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen! 



SPECIAL MUSIC                                                      “He”                                                         Jack Richards 
Dave Newman, tenor 

 
FIRST READING – Marilyn Hunt, reading                                                                             Isaiah 44:6-8 
 

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can 
trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 
 

 6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 

Reflection 
What do you think the writer means by declaring the word of the Lord: “I am the first and I am 
the last; besides me there is no god”? (verse 6) Who is “the Lord, the King of Israel, and his 
Redeemer, the Lord of hosts”? Note that this section of Isaiah declares that there is one God, 
so this cannot be two different gods—“the Lord” and “his Redeemer. Who are the other gods 
Isaiah is proclaiming against? (verse 7) What would they need to do to prove that they are 
truly gods? Why are we not to be afraid? (verse 8) Why might we fear if there are other gods? 
What power would they have? Who is our “rock”? Although we may agree that there are no 
others gods, what things or possessions do we sometimes treat as idols? If we value things or 
possessions more than God, what does that do to our faith in the one true God? 
 
PSALM 86:11-17– read together with Howard Harmsen 
 

 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 
  give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
  and glorify your name forevermore.  
 13For great is your love toward me; 
  you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; 
  they have not set you before their eyes. 
 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
 16Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 



 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; 
  because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  
 

Reflection 
What does the psalmist pray for? (verse 11) What does it mean to walk in God’s truth? Why 
do you think someone might need to pray for an undivided heart? When you reflect on this, 
how is your heart divided? What might you want so much that your happiness depends on 
getting it? Or what might tempt you to put your faith and trust in something other than God? 
In the next verse, the psalmist describes an undivided heart. (verse 12) Why does the psalmist 
glorify God with an undivided heart? (verse 13) Who does the psalmist use as an example of 
someone with a “divided” heart? (verse 14) Violent hatred can certainly divide our hearts! 
What in the person and character of the Lord can make us deny the power of such hatred and 
violence and trust in God? (verse 15) The psalmist certainly does not counsel just giving in, 
but instead putting trust in God’s mercy and strength! (verse 16) What do you think might be a 
sign of the Lord’s favor? (verse 17) How might that put enemies to shame? 
 
SECOND READING – Karri Chladek, reading                                                                 Romans 8:12-25 
 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to 
pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God 
will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 
 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
  18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption 
of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

Reflection 
I think if Paul were to use the language of Psalm 86 to describe what he wants to convey, he 
might say that those who live “according to the flesh” have hearts divided from the Spirit of 
God. (verses 12-13) What does living “according to the flesh” lead to? What is living according 
to the flesh? We tend to think of “flesh” as skin and especially fat, but that is not what Paul 
means. What he means is “a spirit of slavery” that leads us into fear (verse 15). What do we 
receive if we are led by the Spirit? (verses 14-15) What is our relationship with God when we are 
led by the Spirit? (verses 15-17) Sometimes we think that being children of God means that we 



will not have to suffer. What does Paul say about that? (verses 17-18) Is it only our own 
salvation that we think about as God’s children? (verse 19) How does our living in trust of the 
Spirit affect the rest of creation? (verses 20-21) None of us has faith all by ourselves. We trust in 
God for the sake of not only ourselves but who else? (verses 22-23) What is the hope that we 
live in as those who wait for full adoption as children of God? (verse 24) Here, faith and hope are 
related—Paul says if we think we should be able to see our salvation, it is not hope. If we can 
see what God has in store for us, it’s not faith. What examples can you think of that illustrate 
waiting in hope and patience for what we cannot yet see? How does hope strengthen our faith 
in God? (verse 25) 
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                   “Alleluia” 

            Rev. Keith Hohly, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                         Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will 
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to 
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us 
to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 
wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 
listen!” 
 

Reflection 
We have a good friend who is trying to make a very difficult decision. One of the things she says 
about this decision is that she goes back and forth about a thousand times a day. She wishes she 
could see the outcome. The thing is, she won’t be able to see it until she makes the decision. I 



think she must feel like she’s living in this parable. Can’t we sort out the weeds, and then we’ll 
know what to do? This is like the slaves who need to tend the field in this parable. If they could 
only pull the weeds, they could tend the wheat properly. (verses 24-28) Why doesn’t the 
householder let them do that? (verse 29) What do they need to do? (verse 30) So it is with our 
friend. If she waits to make a decision until she knows for sure the difference between the wheat 
and the weeds, she might make the wrong decision. What we know about her is that her 
decision will be guided by love, and wisdom. It’s really not her decision which is the wheat and 
which is the weeds. Love, and the wisdom of the Spirit, will show her the way. How do we make 
decisions that our faith leads us to? (verses 36-40) As we trust in the Spirit of God to lead us, all 
that is evil in us will be collected, as will all causes of sin in our hearts. They will be burned. 
(verses 41-42) This is the promise of faith and hope for us. We will be purified of anything that 
would keep us from trusting in Jesus, and we will join with all those righteous to shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of God. (verse 43) If we hear this promise and believe it, it will certainly and 
surely be ours. (See Romans 8:24-25) 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                              Misty Coyle 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                   “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                                       ELW 597 

Rev. Keith & Deb Hohly, song leaders 
 

 My hope is built on nothing less 
 than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
 no merit of my own I claim, 
 but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 

Refrain 
 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
 all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

 When darkness veils his lovely face, 
 I rest on his unchanging grace; 
 in ev'ry high and stormy gale 
 my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 
 

 His oath, his covenant, his blood 
 sustain me in the raging flood; 
 when all supports are washed away, 
 he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 
 

 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
 oh, may I then in him be found, 
 clothed in his righteousness alone, 

redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain 
 



PRAYER SONG                           “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying”                                ELW 752                                    
Jim & Juel Pierce, song leader 

 

 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Brenda Bass and David Bezona 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Peggy Ann Edwards, Margaret Wells (friend of Nila Schneider), Tony Sloan (friend of Sharon 
Gray), Chris and Andy Wilson (friends of Sharon Gray), Marla Doty, Gerald Clark, Raymond 
Schubert, Joe Knorr, Mechelle Leger (Debbie Taylor’s sister), Alex Gilliland (Karen Jensen’s 

nephew), John Lawrence, Cody Knapp, Reed Nelson, Ashley Sollars, Deon Jensen, Nancy Reder, 
Dorothy Masteller, Phil Lewis, Lin Starks, David Bezona, Dee Rasmussen, 
 and the family of Laurel Goforth at the death of her cousin Dorla LeMar. 

 
 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help 
your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and 
gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new 
birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the 
bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the 
human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, 
and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our 
hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all 
who suffer in any way.   In the midst of a global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and 
help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with this disease and 
those who are treating them, for those mourning the loss of life and those facing death, and for 
those who urgently work to find effective treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our 
faith community needing your care: Peggy Ann, Margaret, Tony, Chris, Andy, Marla, Gerald, 
Raymond, Joe, Alex, Mechelle, John, Cody, Reed, Ashley, Deon, Nancy, Dorothy, Phil, Lin, David, 



Dee, the family of Laurel Goforth, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts.  Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new 
opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot take 
the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We 
remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us (especially). 
Gather us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Reconciling God, 
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen! 

 

P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen! 
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS – Rev. Keith Hohly, Jeff Langdon, & Dave Newman, song leaders 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God, 
God of might and power; 
holy is the Lord. 
Holy, holy, holy, 
holy Lord God, 
God of Might and power; 
holy is the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
 in the harmonious world of your creation, 



 the plants and animals, 
 the seas and stars, 
 were whole and well in your praise. 
 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 
his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of Life, your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 



who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P God of the welcome table, 
C in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence 

among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your 
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen! 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                                      “On Eagle's Wings”                                                      ELW 787 
Sharmyn Thompson, Dave Newman, & Rev. Keith Hohly, song leaders 

 
 

 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
 who abide in this shadow for life, 
 say to the Lord: "My refuge, 
 my rock in whom I trust!" 
 
 



 
 

Refrain 
 And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, 
 bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 make you to shine like the sun, 
 and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
 and famine will bring you no fear; 
 under God's wings your refuge, 
 with faithfulness your shield.  Refrain 

 

 You need not fear the terror of the night, 
 nor the arrow that flies by day; 
 though thousands fall about you, 
 near you it shall not come.  Refrain 

 

 For to the angels God's given a command 
 to guard you in all of your ways; 
 upon their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
 

Final refrain 
 And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, 
 bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 make you to shine like the sun, 
 and hold you in the palm of his hand; 

  and hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 
DISMISSAL – DeeDee Hebb 
 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                                  “Concert in A minor, Movement I”                          Vivaldi-Bach 

Sharon Gray, organist 


