
Sunday, July 12, 2020 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS    In loving memory of Owen Holmes, from his dad, Ed Holmes 
 

PRELUDE                                                   ”Be Thou My Vision”                                    arr. Gregg Sewell 
Sharon Gray, organist 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                    “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                                       ELW 533 

Rev. Keith & Deb Hohly, song leaders 
 

 Open now thy gates of beauty, 
 Zion, let me enter there, 
 where my soul in joyful duty 
 waits for God who answers prayer. 
 Oh, how blessed is this place, 
 filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 

 Gracious God, I come before thee; 
 come thou also unto me; 
 where we find thee and adore thee, 
 there a heav'n on earth must be. 
 To my heart, oh, enter thou, 
 let it be thy temple now! 



 Here thy praise is gladly chanted, 
 here thy seed is duly sown; 
 let my soul, where it is planted, 
 bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
 so that all I hear may be 
 fruitful unto life in me. 
 

 Thou my faith increase and quicken, 
 let me keep thy gift divine; 
 howsoe'er temptations thicken, 
 may thy word still o'er me shine 
 as my guiding star through life, 
 as my comfort in all strife. 
 

 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, 
 let thy will be done indeed; 
 may I undisturbed draw near thee 
 while thou dost thy people feed. 
 Here of life the fountain flows; 
 here is balm for all our woes. 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                  “Gloria”               
Rev. Keith Hohly, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 

 

Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Almighty God, 
C we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to 

receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                           “My Tribute (To God Be the Glory)”                  arr. Andraé Crouch 

Sharmyn Thompson, soprano 
 
 
 



FIRST READING – Ann Newman, reading                                                                        Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to 
the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their 
hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

Reflection 
We’ve lived through drought before, when the earth is so dry that cracks appear in the barren 
soil; when grass turns brown and dries up; when the crops (most of us don’t pay much attention 
to them) don’t grow. What happens then? Everyone who knows what’s going on prays for rain! 
What happens when it rains? People rejoice! Where does the rain come from? (verse 10) We 
don’t have to read Isaiah to know—it falls from the sky, or as Isaiah puts it, rain and snow 
“come down from heaven” and water the earth, “giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater.” What does Isaiah compare to the rain and snow? (verse 11) If the rain and snow bring 
seed and food, what does the word of God bring? (verse 12) Have you ever experienced the joy 
of hearing the word and having it bear fruit in your life? What kind of fruit does it bear? (verse 
13) And it brings joy not only to people, but also “to the mountains and hills. . . and all the trees 
of the field.” Hear this words with your imagination. What does that seem like to you? 
 
PSALM 65:1-13– read together with David Bezona 
 

 1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
 2To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are stronger than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.  
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, 



  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
 6You make firm the mountains by your power; 
  you are girded about with might. 
 7You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  
 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is 
                 full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overlow with plenty. 
 12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; 
  let them shout for joy and sing.  
 

Reflection 
I know I’ve said this about other psalms, but this is one of my favorite psalms. The psalmist 
begins by saying that God is to be praised. Why does the psalmist say this? (verses 2-7) Are the 
awesome things that God does frighten the people or assure them? Why do all the people 
(those who live at the ends of the earth) tremble at God’s signs? (verse 8) What about the ends 
of the earth (the dawn and the dusk)? For people who often live through drought, what does 
this psalm bring to them? (verses 9-10) How does God bring goodness and plenty to the earth? 
(verse 11) When you read or hear that “the hills [are] clothed with joy,” what image does that 
bring to your mind? (verse 12) Can you imagine meadows and valleys singing and shouting for 
joy? (verse 13) What beautiful imagery! No wonder this is one of my favorites! 
 
SECOND READING – Brenda Bass, reading                                                             Romans 8:1-11 
 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 
law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 
empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 
 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the 
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is 
set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 



Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Reflection 
Notice the “therefore” in verse 1. Therefore always means there is something preceding this 
statement that we need to pay attention to. If there is “therefore no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus,” who or what condemns us? (See Romans 7:14-25) The answer often is 
“I do!” When I’m lying awake in the middle of the night, mostly what keeps me awake is the 
memory of things that I’ve done that hurt others. How do I get forgiveness for those sins, as well 
as the ones I’m not even aware of? (verses 2-3) What does it mean to “walk according to the 
flesh”? (verses 4-5) One thing it means for me is dwelling on those things that condemn me, that 
keep me reflecting on things I’ve done wrong. When I do that, I find it impossible to find hope. 
What happens when our minds are set on the Spirit? (verse 6) What does it take to please God? 
(verse 7) If we worry about what we need to do to please God, we are hopeless because we 
can’t do anything, because we find it impossible on our own to please God. (verse 8) How do we 
know that we are in the Spirit? (verse 9) Who says that “Christ is in you”? (verses 10-11) We 
have been baptized! What do you remember about your baptism— even if you don’t remember 
when you were baptized? See Luther’s Small Catechism—you can find the section on baptism on 
pages 1164-1165 of the red hymnal. If you can’t remember, please read it again! 
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                   “Alleluia” 

            Rev. Keith Hohly, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                              Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 
the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 
explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 
 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And 
he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 
was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 



word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 
falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
Reflection 
We’ve heard this parable before, about the sower—a farmer who plants seeds all over the 
place. (verses 1-8) We often read this parable as being about us, and we wonder how we can 
be “good soil.” This reaction sets us up to get caught up in being condemned. (See our 
reading from Romans.) Who is it about? Who is the sower? Is Jesus careful about who gets 
to hear the good news? What happens when he tells some people (for example, scribes and 
Pharisees, the temple authorities) about the Good News? In real gardens, the seed is limited— 
if you’re not careful about planting it, you can run out of seed before you run out of garden. Or 
you can have too much seed left and nowhere to plant it. What does this parable tell us about 
the good news of Jesus and how some people hear it? (verses 18-23) Do we need to worry about 
who gets to hear it from us? Why or why not? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                              Misty Coyle 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                     “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”                                       ELW 512 

Sharmyn Thompson, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Pastor Keith Hohly, song leaders 
 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
 open to the seed of your word. 
 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
 where love can grow and peace is understood. 
 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
PRAYER SONG                           “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying”                                ELW 752                                    

Jim & Juel Pierce, song leader 
 

 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Bruce & Debbie Taylor 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Raymond Schubert, Joe Knorr, Mechelle Leger, Alex Gilliland, Gerald Clark, Sandy Miller,  
Cody Knapp, Reed Nelson, Ashley Sollars, John Lawerence, Deon Jensen, Nancy Reder,  

Joy Winters, Dorothy Masteller, Phil Lewis, Levi Krumme, Lin Starks, David Bezona,  
and Dee Rasmussen 

 
 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries and 
newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 
praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 
stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. We 
pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 
lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need . For those who are doubting, renew faith. For those 
who are worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in 
fear, give hope. Open the hearts we close as you care for our needs even before we ask. In the 
midst of a global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus 
pandemic. We pray for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for 
those mourning the loss of life and those facing death, and for those who urgently work to find 
effective treatments for cure. We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: 
Gerald, Raymond, Joe, Alex, Mechelle, John, Cody, Reed, Ashley, Deon, Nancy, Joy, Dorothy, Phil, 
Levi, Lin, David, Dee, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have 
planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our 
ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 
the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Reconciling God, 
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen! 

 

P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 



give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS – Rev. Keith Hohly, Jeff Langdon, & Dave Newman, song leaders 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God, 
God of might and power; 
holy is the Lord. 
Holy, holy, holy, 
holy Lord God, 
God of Might and power; 
holy is the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
 in the harmonious world of your creation, 
 the plants and animals, 
 the seas and stars, 
 were whole and well in your praise. 
 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Remembering, therefore, 
his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of Life, your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P God of the welcome table, 
C in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence 

among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your 
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen! 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                                     “The Trees Of The Field” 
Sharmyn Thompson, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Pastor Keith Hohly, song leaders 

 

Refrain 
You shall go out with joy 
And be led forth with peace 
The mountains and the hills 
Will break forth before you 
There'll be shouts of joy 
And all the trees of the field 
Will clap will clap their hands 

 

And all the trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 
The trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 
The trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 
While you go out with joy  Refrian 

 
DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                                      “I Want Jesus To Walk With Me”                          arr. Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 


