
Sunday, June 28, 2020 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                       ”Festal March”                                          James Mansfield 

Sharon Gray, organist 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                           “Baptized and Set Free”                                                  ELW 453 

Rev. Keith Hohly, Jim Bunge, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman,  
and Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 

 

 We are people created,  
chosen by God. 

 Then we're washed, ever gently,  
in mercy and love. 

 Sin has power no more.  
Jesus opened the door 

 to a fountain bringing healing,  
and wholeness and more. 

 

 We are fed and we're nourished,  
filled and refreshed. 

 Then our hunger returns and  



again we are blessed. 
 For whatever the need,  

God is greater indeed: 
 endless ocean, always deeper  

than all of our need. 
 

 We are nourished by water,  
all living things, 

 and by life that the Spirit  
abundantly brings. 

 As we journey toward home,  
may your presence be known: 

 precious river, ever-flowing,  
now carry us home. 

 

 Now with praise and thanksgiving,  
we join the song. 

 All are welcome! We gather  
to sing loud and strong. 

 Not enslaved, but set free!  
From now on, all will be 

 one in Jesus, one in water,  
baptized and set free! 

 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                  “This is the Feast”               
Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 



Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 
C you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the 

world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                                  “Largo”                                                    Antonio Vivaldi 

Jim Bunge, violin 
 

FIRST READING – Deb Hohly, reading                                                                            Jeremiah 28:5-9 
 

Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should 
submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in 
reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God 
confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17). 
 

5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the 
people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! 
May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to 
this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now 
to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who 
preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 
countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 
prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 
 

Reflection 
This story of the prophet Hananiah, who opposes Jeremiah, is an interesting one. It’s pretty 
short, just chapter 28 of Jeremiah. It would take you less than 5 minutes to read. To get to the 
back story: the kings of Judah did not want to listen to the prophets who were speaking God’s 
word to them. One prophet, Uriah, whose prophecy agreed with that of Jeremiah, was killed 
with a sword by the king and his body thrown away. In response to that, the Lord told Jeremiah 
to make a yoke (like oxen wear when they pull a cart) and wear that yoke around his neck. 
(Read Jeremiah 26:20-27:22) Hananiah said that the Lord told him that the king of Babylon 
would be stopped by the Lord and that the loot he had taken from Jerusalem would be brought 
back. (Jeremiah 28:1-4) Our text is Jeremiah 28:5-9. What does Jeremiah think of this prophecy? 
(verses 5-9) He thinks it would be great! Does he believe it is truly a word from the Lord? (verses 



7-9) Hananiah ’s response was to break Jeremiah’s yoke and repeat his prophecy. (verses 10-11) 
What then does the Lord send Jeremiah to say to Hananiah? (verses 12-16) What happened? 
(verse 17) What does this text tell us about whether to believe prophecy or not? We’re in a 
different crisis than Jerusalem at the time of Jeremiah. What should we think about those who 
tell us that the COVID virus is about over and we shouldn’t worry about social distancing, 
wearing masks, washing hands, staying home, and all the things we don’t really want to do? 
How will we know if they are telling the truth? (It’s not often that our particular crisis is 
addressed this directly!) I know what I’m going to do! 
 
PSALM 89:1-4, 15-18– read together with Howard Harmsen 
 

 1Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; 
  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 4‘I will establish your line forever, 
  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”  
 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
  They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. 
 16They rejoice daily in your name; 
  they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
 17For you are the glory of their strength, 
  and by your favor our might is exalted. 
 18Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD; 
  our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
 

Reflection 
What does the psalmist proclaim? (verse 1) What can we count on? (verse 2) What has God 
promised? (verses 3-4) How do we understand that this promise has been fulfilled? In light of 
that promise, How do the people respond in this psalm? (verses 15-16) Why do they rejoice? 
(verses 17-18) Even in the midst of crises, how can we know that we can count on the Lord? 
 
SECOND READING – Joyce Stroud, reading                                                                  Romans 6:12-23 
 

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final 
payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under 
God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life. 
 

12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No 
longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God 
as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 
instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under 
law but under grace. 
  15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of 
the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 



righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become 
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, 
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 
terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves 
to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness for sanctification. 
  20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage 
did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is 
death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is 
sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Reflection 
What does Paul wants us to do about our relationship to sin? (verse 12) Note that Paul does not 
speak of “sins,” something we do wrong, but of “sin,” a power that wants to rule our lives. What 
is the choice Paul wants us to make? (verse 13) How are we able to make the choice Paul wants 
us to make? (verse 14) Can you think of a way to describe this that makes sense to you? Next, 
Paul takes on an argument that people made (or might make) about sin, that somehow living 
under grace makes us immune to the power of sin. What is his answer to that argument? (verse 
15) We are used to thinking of ourselves as free people, not slaves to anyone. What does Paul 
say about that? (verse 16) In some ways, in the conversation we as a nation are having about 
racism and “white privilege,” we may be learning that none of us are as free from the power of 
racism and white privilege as we thought. How will we act when we are free from the power of 
sin? (verse 17) What power will we then live under? (verses 18-19) What advantage is there to 
just accepting the way the world is and living under the power of sin? (verse 20) If we do that, 
how will we end up? (verse 21) What happens if we live according to the gospel that says we 
have been sanctified by God’s action in Jesus Christ? (verse 22) If we “earn” our end, what is the 
wages we receive from sin? (verse 23) Can we “earn” our wages from God’s free gift? What is 
the free gift? 
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                       “Alleluia” 

            Jim Pierce, song leader 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                       Matthew 10:40-42 

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships 
they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry. 
 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous 
person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to 
one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 
reward.” 



Reflection 
This text follows immediately upon the verse from last Sunday’s gospel, “Those who find their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” (Matthew 10:39) This is 
another saying that is hard for me to understand. Jesus has warned his disciples that some 
people will not listen to them; in fact, some people will persecute them. (Matthew 10:14-23) 
What does he tell them about those folks who welcome them? (verse 40) Who are they really 
welcoming? What good will it do to those who welcome them? (verse 41) What should they 
(and perhaps we) give those “little ones”—not the children, but the disciples of Jesus? (verse 42) 
What is the reward for receiving those whom Jesus has sent? Do you see a pattern in all of these 
readings? Whose word do we listen to? What “reward” will we have if we do? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                          “I Will Sing Of The Mercies” 

(I Will Sing Of The Mercies Of The Lord) 
Rev. Keith Hohly, Jim Bunge, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman,  

and Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 
 

Refrain 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever 
I will sing I will sing 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord 

 

With my mouth will I make known 
Thy faithfulness Thy faithfulness 
With my mouth will I make known 
Thy faithfulness to all generations 

 
PRAYER SONG                                             “Cares Chorus”                                       

Jim Pierce, song leader 
 

I cast all my cares upon you; 
I lay all of my burdens down at your feet. 
And any time that I don’t know what to do, 
I will cast all my cares upon you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by David Bezona & Brenda Bass 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Raymond Schubert, Joe Knorr, Elsa Kunz, Mechelle Leger, Alex Gilliland, John Lawrence,  

Sandy Miller, Cody Knapp, Sharon Lindly, Reed Nelson, Ashley Sollars, Deon Jensen,  
Nancy Reder, Joy Winters, Dorothy Masteller, Phil Lewis, Levi Krumme, Lin Starks, David Bezona, 

Dee Rasmussen, and the friends and family of Donna Morrissey 
 
 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our 
conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout of 
praise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. Inspire 
us to care for our environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying out. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians to act 
with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one 
another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, or 
abandoned. Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of all who 
call upon you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace your 
mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more 
faithfully with each other. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy One, open the hearts we close as you care for our needs even before we ask.  In the midst 
of a global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus 
pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for 
those mourning the loss of life and those facing death, and for those who urgently work to find 
effective treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: 
Joe, Elsa, Alex, Mechelle, John, Sandy, Cody, Sharon, Reed, Ashley, Deon, Nancy, Joy, Dorothy, 
Phil, Levi, Lin, David, Dee, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our faith and 
renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C Amen! 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Reconciling God, 
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen! 

 

P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
 
 



DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS – Rev. Keith & Debra Hohly, song leaders 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
 in the harmonious world of your creation, 
 the plants and animals, 
 the seas and stars, 
 were whole and well in your praise. 
 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 



Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of Life, your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey. 



COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P God of the welcome table, 
C in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence 

among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your 
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                                             “All Are Welcome” 
            Rev. Keith Hohly, Jim Bunge, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman,  

and Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 
 
 

Refrain 
All are welcome friend and stranger 
At the banquet of the Savior 
All are welcome all are welcome here 

 

From the woman who comes crying 
Leaving tears at Jesus' feet 
To the man who knows the right way 
But cannot see Refrain 

 

From the ones who feel forgotten 
Those who sense their place is gone 
To the ones who live in hunger 
Here you belong Refrain 
 



Go into the streets and cities 
To the farms and families 
Tell about the splendid table 
God's mercy Refrain 

 
DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                                                   “Here I Am, Lord”                  Dan Schutte/arr.Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 


