
Sunday, June 14, 2020 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                        ”When Morning Gilds the Skies”                        arr. Robert Hobby 

Sharon Gray, organist 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG          “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   vv. 1,2,4                             ELW  858 

Rev. Keith & Debra Hohly, song leaders 
 

       Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
 joining in glad adoration! 
 

 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 
 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
 sent by his gracious ordaining? 

 

 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again. 
 Gladly forever adore him! 



GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                  “This is the Feast”               
Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Sharmyn Thompson, song leaders 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P God of compassion, 
C you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our 

hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and 
faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                   “Wonderful Words of Life”                                          P. P. Bliss                                   
                                                                    Phil Lewis, harmonica 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING – Brenda Bass, reading                                                                          Exodus 19:2-8a 
 

At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned them to 
serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves completely to God’s 
will. 
 

2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in 
the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses went up to God; the 
LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, 
you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but 
you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall 
speak to the Israelites.” 
  7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that 
the LORD had commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.” 
 

Reflection 
Where were the Israelites when this text takes place? (verse 2—if you have access to a map of 
the region, perhaps in the back of your Bible, you can see where this is, not surprisingly, in the 
Sinai Peninsula) Where did the voice of God come from? (verse 3) What did the Lord tell Moses 
to say to the Israelites? (verses 4-6) If verse 4 sounds familiar, see Psalm 91—the psalmist uses 
the same metaphor there. What does God require the Israelites to do? (verse 5) Why does God 
give the Israelites a special role, if the whole earth is the Lord’s? (verse 6) If this verse sounds 
familiar, we recently heard the same things in the reading from 1 Peter 2:9. What did Moses 
then do? (verse 7) How did the people respond? (verse 8a) When have you made similar 
promises to God (or had them made for you)? How do these promises you have made to God 
make a difference? What happens when you can’t keep them? How does God respond to you? 
 
Psalm 100 – read together with Bruce Taylor 
 

 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 
  2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song. 
 3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong; 
  we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 
 4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 
  give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 
 5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
  whose faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Reflection 
This psalm might be the song of the Israelites when they thought of the story of God with them 
at Mount Sinai. What does the psalmist call on the people to do? (verses 1-2) Who is to respond 
to the Lord in this way? Why are we called to praise God with gladness? (verse 3) As we are 
meeting as a church apart right now, how do we praise and give thanks when we cannot enter 
the church building? How can we respond to the psalmist’s exhortation now? Why doesn’t it 



matter where we are? (verse 5) What has God done even though we are not in our church 
building? What makes us the church? 
 
SECOND READING – Ann Newman, reading                                                                     Romans 5:1-8 
 

We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into a right 
relationship with God through Christ’s death. 
 

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through 
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us. 
 

Reflection 
What do we have from God because we are justified by faith? (verse 1) How did we “get” this 
justification by faith? (verse 2, see also Romans 4:13-25) What can we boast of, because of the 
grace of being justified? What else can we boast of? (verse 4) There are lots of things I’ve been 
through, especially with my health, but I’ve never really thought of boasting about going 
through them all! Why can we boast of our sufferings? Follow Paul’s logic here: suffering —> 
endurance—> character —> hope (verses 3-4) What good is hope? (verse 5) What is hope? It’s 
not blind optimism (like, I don’t have to worry about going out right now without a mask and 
without social distancing, because I’m not going to get sick); and it’s not indifference (like, I’ll 
just not do anything different than I’ve been doing, and just see what happens). Where does the 
hope that Paul is talking about come from? (verse 5) What truth is our hope based on? (verses 
6-8) What has God done for us through Christ? If this is just hope that “I’ll get to heaven 
someday,” it doesn’t seem to me that it’s not very helpful. How does this hope help us through 
today, with all its difficulties? How do you experience hope with what’s going on in our world 
right now? 
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION                                       “Alleluia” 

            Jim Pierce, song leader 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                  Matthew 9:35--10:23 

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his 
first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds. 
 

35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the 



crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve 
apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 
his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
  5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give 
without payment. 9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or 
two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. 11Whatever town or village you 
enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, greet 
it. 13If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace 
return to you. 14If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 
your feet as you leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land 
of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 
  16“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves. 17Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in 
their synagogues; 18and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a 
testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are 
to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; 20for it 
is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21Brother will betray 
brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put 
to death; 22and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end 
will be saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you 
will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”  
 

Reflection 
What is the good news of the kingdom? (verse 35) As we reflect on hope in the text from 
Romans, we can see that this is what Jesus is proclaiming. How does “curing every disease and 
every sickness” reflect the proclamation of the good news of the kingdom? What does Jesus see 
in the crowds, and what does he feel for them? (verse 36) In the things that are going on right 
now, as we live through protests against the systemic racism in our country and in our world, as 
we wonder when things are going to get “back to normal,” or at least to a “new normal,” it feels 
to me as though we all are like sheep without a shepherd. What does Jesus instruct his disciples 
to pray for? (verses 37-38) Who do you think these laborers will be? The answer to that question 
comes in the next verse. (10:1) What did Jesus send his disciples out to do? Why do you think 
here we read the names of the disciples? (verses 2-4) Do you think your name belongs on this 
list? Why or why not? What were Jesus’ instructions to the disciples? (verses 5-8) How were they 
to do these things? (verses 9-10) What were their traveling instructions? (verses 11-14) What if 
they didn’t succeed? (verses 13a-15) He doesn’t just send them out with the instruction, “don’t 
come back until you’ve done what I said!” What does he expect them to encounter? (verses 16-
18) Does he want them to write speeches? How will they defend themselves? (verses 19-20) 



Who will support them? Who should they not expect to support them? (verses 21-23) How does 
this text give you courage for the coming days? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                                     “The Summons”                                                        ELW 798 

(Will You Come and Follow Me) 
Sharmyn Thompson, Dave Newman, & Jeff Langdon, song leaders 

 

 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
 

 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 

 

 "Will you let the blinded see 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean 
 in you and you in me? 
 

 "Will you love the you you hide 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 
 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound 
 in you and you in me?" 



 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me. 

 
PRAYER SONG                                             “Cares Chorus”                                       

Jim Pierce, song leader 
 

I cast all my cares upon you; 
I lay all of my burdens down at your feet. 
And any time that I don’t know what to do, 
I will cast all my cares upon you. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Howard & Janice Harmsen 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Mechelle Leger, John Lawerence, The family and friends of Alyssa Turner, Sandy Miller,  

Cody Knapp, Sharon Lindly, Reed Nelson, Ashley Sollars, Deon Jensen, Nancy Reder, Joy Winters,  
Dorothy Masteller, Phil Lewis, Levi Krumme, Lin Starks, David Bezona, and Dee Rasmussen 

 
 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, you bring us together and call us your own. Bless theologians, teachers, and 
preachers who help us grow in faith.  Guide your church, that we might be a holy people. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy One, the whole earth is yours. Where there is fire, bring cool air and new growth. Where 
there is flooding, bring abatement. Where there is drought, bring rain. Inspire us to care for 
what you have provided. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy One, we have created divisions you will not own. In places of conflict, raise up leaders who 
work to develop lasting peace and reconciliation. Encourage organizations and individuals who 
care for all forced to leave their homes. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy One, you care for those who are harassed and helpless. Protect and defend those who are 
abused. Heal those who are sick. Feed all who hunger. Empower all whose voices go unheard, 
and help us respond to the pressing needs of our neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Holy One, you provide a plentiful harvest of gifts and resources. Prepare us to labor and gather 
the fruits of this congregation, that we might discover new ways of living. Minister to us in our 
work, that we do not lose heart. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy One, open the hearts we close as you care for our needs even before we ask.  In the midst 
of a global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus 
pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for 
those mourning the loss of life and those facing death, and for those who urgently work to find 
effective treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: 
Mechelle, John, Sandy, Cody, Sharon, Reed, Ashley, Deon, Nancy, Joy, Dorothy, Phil, Levi, Lin, 
David, Dee, the family of Alyssa Turner and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts.  Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy One, you bring all people to yourself. We give thanks for the holy people who have gone 
before us. Sustain us in your mission until the day you bear us up to join the saints in light. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C Amen! 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Reconciling God, 
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen! 



 

P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen! 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS – Rev. Keith & Debra Hohly, song leaders 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 



Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
 in the harmonious world of your creation, 
 the plants and animals, 
 the seas and stars, 
 were whole and well in your praise. 
 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of Life, your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 



hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey. 
 

COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P God of the welcome table, 
C in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence 

among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your 
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                                 “We Rejoice in the Grace of God” 



            Sharmyn Thompson, Jeff Langdon, Dave Newman, & Misty Coyle, song leaders  
 

We rejoice in the grace of God  
poured upon our lives; 
loving kindness has come to us  
because of Jesus Christ. 
We rejoice in the grace of God,  
our hearts overflow. 
What a joy to know the grace of God! 

 
DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

  
POSTLUDE                                                    “Joy in my Soul”                                                  Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 


