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May 31, 2020 

The Festival of Pentecost 

First Lutheran Church 

St. Joseph, MO 

Pastor Keith Hohly 

 

Grace and peace to you this day in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

In the musical Man of La Mancha,the author of the book Don Quixote – Miguel de Cervantes – is on trial before 

the Spanish Inquisition.  In the course of this trial, the prosecutor, a character simply named “The Duke,” asks 

Cervantes: “Why are you poets so fascinated with madmen?”  Cervantes replies: “I suppose … we have much 

in common.”  The Duke concludes: “You both turn your backs on life.”  Cervantes corrects him: “We both 

select from life what pleases us.”  To which the Duke replies: “A man must come to terms with life as it is!”  

Cervantes offers the following in response:  

I have lived nearly fifty years, and I have seen life as it is.  Pain, misery, hunger … cruelty beyond belief.  I 

have heard the singing from taverns and the moans from bundles of filth on the streets.  I have been a 

soldier and seen my comrades fall in battle … or die more slowly under the lash in Africa.  I have held them 

in my arms at the final moment.  These were men who saw life as it is, yet they died despairing.  No glory, 

no gallant last words … only their eyes filled with confusion, whimpering the question: “Why?”  I do not 

think they asked why they were dying, but why they had lived.  When life seems lunatic, who knows where 

madness lies?  Perhaps to be too practical is madness.  To surrender dreams – this may be madness.  To 

seek treasure where there is only trash.  Too much sanity may be madness.  And maddest of all, to see life as 

it is and not as it should be.” 

 

From this morning’s first lesson we have heard:  

In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour my spirit on all flesh, and your sons and daughters 

will prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 

  

Since the time the Spirit first came upon disciples gathered in Jerusalem after Jesus’ ascension, the Church has 

understood that the Spirit is among us for precisely this purpose: that these are the “last days” prophesied by 

Joel, and that the Spirit does empower us to see visions and dream dreams – that we are called to see life as it 

should be, not simply as it is.  Further, the Church has always understood that the Spirit continues to lead and 

drive the people of God, so that we might never surrender our hope of this dream. 

 

The substance of the dream has always been the Kingdom of God.  In every time and every generation the Spirit 

works to give us a vision of what God’s kingdom might look like in our living.  The Spirit inspired St. Paul to 

see a missionary vision that included not only his native lands of Asia Minor, but also one that led him to vision 

as far west as Spain.  The Spirit inspired Augustine to envision the “City of God.”  It inspired Martin Luther to 

envision a re-formation of the church.  It inspired his namesake, Martin Luther King, Jr., to envision a time 

when all God’s children would be free and equal.  It is here now to inspire us to be able to see what the dream 

of God might look like in this generation.  It is here so that we might not just look at life as it is, but envision 

life as it should be – envision life as God seeks it to be. 

 

Yet, one of the constant temptations for people of God is to surrender the dream, and resign ourselves simply to 

life as it is.  The source of this temptation lies in the reality that the fullness of our dreams always seems to be 

just beyond our ability to attain them.  St. Paul never made it to Spain.  Martin Luther saw the Church divide – 

not reform as he had initially envisioned.  Martin Luther King was killed before seeing the kind of freedom of 

which he dreamed for all people.  We look around us and see situations and patterns of living that seem to be 

moving in a downward spiral.  We see a world that seems less humane than it once was.  We encounter 

increasing violence.  We live in a time of pandemic, and we really do not know what life is going to be like on 
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the other side of it.  The more we try to be in control, the more we find how little control we really have.  The 

temptation is to surrender the dream and despair of life as it is. 

 

Yet the very Spirit who inspires the dream is also present to lead us away from this temptation to despair.  It 

empowers us with faith – faith being the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

 

All of us, no doubt, are familiar with Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream” speech.  We are probably not so 

familiar with a sermon he wrote subsequent to that speech, a sermon he titled “Shattered Dreams.”  What he 

said in this second speech is vital, I believe, in our attempts to live into the dream he envisioned in the more 

famous one.  In “Shattered Dreams” Dr. King said: 

One of the most agonizing problems within our human experience is that few, if any, of us live to see our 

fondest hopes fulfilled.  The hopes of our childhood and the promises of our mature years are unfinished 

symphonies … 

  

Dr. King then posed the question of how we are to live in a world where our highest hopes are not satisfied – of 

what to do under circumstances such as these?  The answer he gave lies in the faith given through the Spirit of 

Pentecost.  He said: 

Our capacity to deal creatively with shattered dreams is ultimately determined by our faith in God.  

Genuine faith imbues us with the conviction that beyond time is a divine Spirit and beyond life is Life.  

However dismal and catastrophic may be the present circumstances, we know we are not alone, for God 

dwells with us in life’s most confining and oppressive cells … (God’s) creative power is not exhausted by 

this earthly life, nor is (God’s) majestic love locked within the limited walls of time and space … The answer 

lies in our willing acceptance of unwanted and unfortunate circumstances even as we still cling to a radiant 

hope, our acceptance of finite disappointment even as we adhere to infinite hope. 

 

On this day of Pentecost, we are bold enough to proclaim that God is pouring out the Spirit on us so that we 

might envision a reality different from the violence we experience in our schools and on our streets – so that we 

might envision political and economic systems that are not corrupt and unjust – so that we might envision a way 

to peace that does involve a program of bombing and bloodshed.  The Spirit of God is being poured out upon 

us, so that we might see visions and dream dreams of the kingdom.  This Spirit of God is being poured out on us 

all, not only on the leaders of our church, or on a select few we might call prophets.  This Spirit is being poured 

out on every one of us who come to worship this day, and on every man, woman and child in God’s creation.  

The Spirit of God is upon us, so that we might always live believing in the kingdom proclaimed by Jesus and 

lead the way in this time and place for our living into this kingdom.  Amen. 


