
May 6, 2020 
 
 
Dear First Lutheran Folks, 
 
 
 Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
 Once again I greet you midweek in this Easter season, but this time I do not do so 
alone.  Congregational President Jim Farrell and Vice President Jim Pierce join me in 
this writing to bring you a report from a specially called Congregation Council meeting 
held last evening via Zoom.  Late last week, the St. Joseph City Council met and voted 
to begin Phase One of a reopening plan that began Monday, May 4.  Our Church 
Council met last night to begin developing a plan of reopening for First Lutheran.  Our 
Council is in consensus on three points as we move forward. 
 
1. It is too early for us to reopen for worship and to hold other meetings at the church 

at this time.  This will be the case for the entire month of May and may well extend 
into June.  We want to wait and see how the reopening of businesses around us 
affects the number of cases of coronavirus we have in our community.  The Council 
is very aware that many of us in the congregation are ready and eager to come 
back to church now.  There are also many of us who are not.  Based on the strong 
advice of Councilmember Sarah Knorr, who is currently working on the front lines of 
testing for the coronavirus in our city, this is not yet the time for us to reopen.  The 
spread of this virus in our community has not peaked, much less declined.  A large 
part of our congregation falls into the “vulnerable” category.  According to the Center 
for Disease Control guidelines during Phase One of reopening, people who are 
vulnerable should continue to shelter in place.  Between now and the time we do 
reopen, we will be conducting worship in our current online format.  

 
2. While we are waiting to reopen, the Council will be strategizing ways for how 

coming back together will work for us.  The Council is breaking into task groups to 
consider how we will need to worship, how we will enter and exit the building, how 
we will use the elevator and restrooms, how the building will need to be cleaned, 
how food service will be managed.  This list does not exhaust all that needs to be 
considered, but it does indicate there are many things to consider.  Jim Farrell will 
have weekly check-ins with Sarah Knorr on the status of cases in our St. Joseph 
community.  The Council will meet by Zoom as needed to review how reopening the 
wider community is going and how this affects our own plans.  We will keep the 
congregation updated through these weekly letters and Sunday morning 
announcements. 

 
 3.  The Council will establish guidelines for when groups may meet in our building once 
again and what steps they will have to follow when they are permitted to do so.  These 
guidelines will address all congregational groups including the Church Council, Altar 



Guild, Choir, Sunday School and Bible studies.  These guidelines will apply to the 
Sudanese community worshiping in our sanctuary and those groups from outside the 
congregation, such as Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts.  Until these guidelines are 
established, our building will be closed to group usage. 
 We find these initial plans in line with the constitutional duties of the Council as well as 
with the direction we are receiving from the Central States Synod, the ELCA and our 
front-line health care providers.  During these uncertain times we are most grateful for 
the work of our Deacons who maintain contact with all members of our congregation. 
 As for items of concern within our membership: 

•      Nancy Lewis reports that Phil is “making slow, steady progress on the road to 
recovery.”  He has some discomfort around his incision but they are able to keep his 
pain level low and he’s got a good appetite.  With you both, Phil and Nancy, we give 
thanks to God for this good news. 

•      Joy Winters fell this past Sunday and underwent surgery on Monday to repair a 
broken wrist.  She actually broke her wrist in two places requiring two plates to be 
inserted.  She is now home and her pain has decreased.  Joy, we are so sorry for all of 
this and pray for God’s Spirit to bring healing. 

•      Nancy Reder has been experiencing severe back pain and is visiting her doctor to 
see if surgery is needed.  We are saddened to hear this news, Nancy, and will certainly 
keep you in prayer. 

 Please continue to keep in your prayers those who are suffering from the effects of the 
coronavirus, those who are dying and those who mourn the loss of those they love, 
those who are providing health care services in so many different ways, and those who 
are working for treatments and vaccines.  Let us pray that people will use great caution 
as we phase into reopening our community.  May God continue to be our strength and 
hope in these days. 
  
The peace of Christ be with us all, 
Jim Farrell, Jim Pierce and Keith Hohly 
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