
Sunday, May 3, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                      ”Give Me Jesus”                                           arr. Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                            “His Name Is Wonderful” 

Sharmyn Thompson, song leader 
 

His name is Wonderful 
His name is Wonderful 
His name is Wonderful 
Jesus my Lord 
 

He is the mighty King 
Master of ev'rything 
His name is Wonderful 
Jesus my Lord 
 

He's the Great Shepherd 
The rock of all ages 
Almighty God is He 
Bow down before Him 
Love and adore Him 



His name is Wonderful 
Jesus my Lord 

 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE      “Now the Feast and Celebration”                          ELW 167 

Phil & Nancy Lewis, song leaders 
Refrain 
 Now the feast and celebration, 
 all of creation sings for joy 
 to the God of life and love and freedom; 
 praise and glory forevermore! 

 

 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
 whose blood has freed and united us 
 to be one great people of God.  Refrain 
 

 Power and riches, wisdom and might, 
 all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 
 

 For God has come to dwell with us, 
 to make us people of God;  

   to make all things new.  Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 
C you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide 

us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared 
in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                          “Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing” 

Phil Lewis, harmonica 
 

FIRST READING – Janice Harmsen, reading                                                                         Acts 2:42-47 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in 
worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 
 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 



apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

Reflection 
The verse before this one in Acts 2 tells us that 3,000 people were baptized on that first day of 
Christian Pentecost. Our text today tells us how Christians in Jerusalem lived. What were the 
most important things they did? (verse 42) How did other people regard them? (verses 43 and 
47) What was their economic life like? (verses 44-45) What was their daily life like? (verses 46-
47) How did the Lord bless them? How do you react to read that their Christian beliefs marked 
their financial and economic life? As a Christian, what do you do with your money and goods? I 
notice that this text does not talk about tithing (although other texts do), but about responding 
to need. How has your view of who is “needy” and who is not changed due to the pandemic? We 
are all needy, in some ways. What do you need in these days? 
 
Psalm 23 – read together with Howard Harmsen 
 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 

Reflection 
When I was a senior in seminary, every member of my class was assigned one week to preach in 
chapel. In the week assigned to me, one of the texts was Psalm 23. As I thought about which 
text(s) to use as my sermon text, my faculty advisor strongly suggested that I choose Psalm 23. I 
wasn’t very excited about it. After all, everyone knows Psalm 23. What would I say about it? 
God takes care of us, right? What else is there to say? Well, that’s an important thing to say, 
know, and believe. God is like a shepherd to us. What does the Lord give to us, as our shepherd? 
(verses 1-3, 5) I can’t remember exactly how my sermon went, but I focused on verse 4. When is 
God with us? (verse 4) The reference to the shepherd’s rod and staff reminds us that God does 
not just watch over us when things are calm (as in verses 1-3), but a shepherd’s rod keeps 
predators away, and a shepherd’s staff guides the sheep on the right path. The shepherd’s rod 
helps us to know that we are safe even “in the presence of my enemies,” (verse 5) and the 
shepherd’s staff leads us to the house of the Lord. (verse 6) In these days when we cannot see 



the end of the virus (“when will this end?” is everyone’s question), we know where, if not when, 
it will end. How are you making it through these days? How could this psalm help you? 
 
SECOND READING – Joyce Stroud, reading                                                                    1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, 
rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and 
loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 
 
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you 
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do 
right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of your souls. 
 

Reflection 
One of the things I know about this world is that it is full of unjust suffering. Although the writer 
of this letter is addressing those who are enslaved to other people, we can take it that they are 
talking to us, as we suffer now. One of the things that is going through this pandemic is how 
much African Americans are getting the corona virus in greater numbers than others who are 
exposed, for a variety of reasons. That is certainly unjust suffering. Of course, no one deserves to 
get sick and die from this virus, or even to get sick and recover from it. The other comment I 
have heard from many people is how many Americans (and others in the world) are willing to 
self-isolate, not only for their own sake, but also for the sake of others. As someone who is most 
at risk in this pandemic, due to age and pre-existing conditions, I am certainly glad for the 
Christ-like action of so many of my fellow citizens. How are we following Christ in these days? 
(verses 19-21) Of course, Christ is the one who has saved us (verses 22-24) but in following him 
we are being obedient not only to earthly authorities but to God. (verse 25) I think this helps me 
to carry on. How does it help you? Or not? 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                   John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. 
Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, 
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 



  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 

Reflection 
This text follows the story about Jesus healing the man born blind. If you remember, the 
Pharisees had refused to believe the testimony of the man Jesus had healed, and kicked him out 
of the synagogue. (See John 9) At the end of that chapter, Jesus tells them that since they refuse 
to believe in him, they remain in sin. What does he say to them next? (verses 1-6) Refusing to 
believe leads to an inability to believe. (verse 6) Have you ever had that happen to you? The next 
metaphor Jesus uses is that he is the gate for the sheep. (verses 7-10) How does the gate protect 
the sheep? (verse 9) From whom does the gate protect the sheep?  (verse 8) Why did Jesus come 
into this world? (verse 10) Especially in this time when we are aware of all that we don’t have, 
how is it possible to experience life abundantly. About a week ago I was complaining to my 
daughters of what I didn’t have because I needed to shelter at home. They asked, “Does 
complaining help?” Smart women! That comment helped me to see that of course, complaining 
doesn’t help, but looking at all I do have helps! I became much more aware of the abundance of 
my life. How can you experience abundant life in these times? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY.                     “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”                                       ELW 789                          

Dave Newman, song leader 
 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tender care; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Thy folds prepare: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 
 

We are Thine, do Thou befriend us, 
Be the guardian of our way; 
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear, O hear us when we pray; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear, O hear us when we pray. 
 



Thou hast promised to receive us, 
Poor and sinful though we be; 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 
Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Early let us turn to Thee; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Early let us turn to Thee. 
 

Early let us seek Thy favor, 
Early let us do Thy will; 
Blessed Lord and only Savior, 
With Thy love our bosoms fill: 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Thou hast loved us, love us still; 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Brenda Bass & David Bezona 
 

We remember in our prayers 
The family and friends of Mary Lee Farris, the family and friends of James Eugen Crockett, 

Dorothy Masteller,  Phil Lewis, Levi Krumme, Lin Starks, David Bezona, Dee Rasmussen, and 
Trina Spoonemore. 

 
 

  

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

  (A brief silence) 

Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your church. Enrich the work 
of teachers, professors, mentors, advisors, and faculty at colleges, seminaries, and learning 
sites. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm equipment, for those 
who plant and harvest crops, for local farmers’ markets, and for those involved in agriculture 
of any kind. Strengthen their hands as they feed the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your paths of 
righteousness and inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so that all may have the 
opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably. Lord, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 
 

Open the hearts we close as you care for our needs even before we ask.  In the midst of a 
global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  
We pray for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for those 
mourning the loss life and those facing death, for those urgently work to find effective 
treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: 
Dorothy, Mary Lee, Phil, Levi Lin, David, Dee, Trina, and those we name aloud or silently in our 
hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, food pantries, and 
feeding ministries in our congregations. May none of our neighbors lack for basic needs. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have called them by name and 
guided them to your side in death. We thank you for their lives of faithful witness. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 



in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen! 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. 



Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Come to the banquet!  Behold the risen Christ! 
 



COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Life-giving God, 
C you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you 

have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all 
in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
 
 

SENDING SONG                           “Why Should I Feel Discouraged” 
                                                              His Eye Is on the Sparrow 

Sharmyn Thompson, song leader 
 

 Why should I feel discouraged, 
 why should the shadows come, 
 why should my heart be lonely 
 and long for heav’n and home, 
 when Jesus is my portion? 
 My constant friend is he: 
 his eye is on the sparrow, 
 and I know he watches me; 
 his eye is on the sparrow, 
 and I know he watches me. 
 
Refrain 
 I sing because I’m happy, 
 I sing because I’m free, 
 for his eye is on the sparrow, 



 and I know he watches me. 
 
 “Let not your heart be troubled,” 
 his tender word I hear, 
 and resting on his goodness, 
 I lose my doubts and fears; 
 though by the path he leads me 
 but one step I may see: 
 his eye is on the sparrow, 
 and I know he watches me; 
 his eye is on the sparrow, 
 and I know he watches me.  Refrain 
 
 Whenever I am tempted, 
 whenever clouds arise, 
 when song gives place to sighing, 
 when hope within me dies, 
 I draw the closer to him, 
 from care he sets me free: 
 his eye is on the sparrow, 
 and I know he watches me; 
 his eye is on the sparrow, 
 and I know he watches me.  Refrain 

 
DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
P Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE                                                    “Joy In My Soul”                                                 Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
 


