
May 20, 2020 

  

Dear First Lutheran Folks, 

  

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

  

I have quite a number of items to bring before you in my mid-week letter.  The first are updates 
on things being addressed by FLC’s Congregation Council. 

•      Led by Jim Pierce and utilizing resources from the ELCA and other congregations, the Council 
has drafted a phased plan for reopening First Lutheran.  I am sharing this plan with you as an 
attached document.  I emphasize that this is a work in progress.  You will notice in the plan 
there are not specific dates given for moving from one phase to the next.  Instead there are 
Public Health Indicators which, as they are met, will dictate moving forward through these 
phases.  We will be most interested in tracking local health indicators, as these indicators vary 
considerably across our state. 

•      The Council has broken itself down into three task groups that will develop procedures 
governing how things will be done in our building when it reopens.  These task groups are:  

o   Worship 

o   Building Maintenance and Sanitization 

o   Food and Refreshment Service 

•      At a later date a task group on Groups Using the Building Outside of Worship will be formed. 

•      Council leadership will stay in contact with those who have direct knowledge of the health 
indicators in our community.  At present, Sarah Knorr, who provides COVID-19 testing, says 
they are still seeing a lot of people and had about three dozen people test positive over the 
weekend.  Sarah Pierce, who supervises case managers at Mosaic Life Care, says that the 
numbers of positive cases are stable there but the severity of the symptoms of those 
hospitalized has increased.  Bottom line is that we have yet to see a decline in the virus in our 
area, which is what we need to see before moving to the next phase of our plan. 



•      At last Thursday’s meeting, the Council also discussed the monetary support we give to the 
Central States Synod and the ELCA.  Usually we provide this support through gifts specifically 
designated to the Synod and through “noisy offerings” we collect in church.  Since we have not 
been able to collect these offerings for over two months, and reports are that giving to the 
Synod is down significantly so far this year, the Council is encouraging folks to make a 
designated gift to the Synod.  These gifts support all kinds of work of the church, including 
providing services to congregations such as our who are in transition, as well as local and global 
missions and disaster relief.  You can give to the wider church by mailing in a donation and 
indicating it is for the Synod, or you can use the online form and indicate your designation 
there. 

•      Finally, regarding our own financial status, Cyndee Simpson reported to the Council that FLC 
ended the month of April looking pretty good.  Our giving year to date is $879.82 under 
budget.  Compare this to the end of March when we were $9,456.33 behind budget in our year 
to date giving.  Thank you so much for stepping up during this past month in providing the 
financial support needed to maintain our ministry and to overcome the shortfall we have been 
experiencing so far this year.  Keep in mind, though, our expenses will increase as we 
reopen.  Let’s keep our financial support strong! 

  

I have two items of pastoral care concerns: 

1.     Reed Nelson’s open-heart surgery has been rescheduled from yesterday to tomorrow at 
8:30 a.m.  Our prayers will be with you, Reed and Rita.  Lord, in your mercy … 

2.     One of the challenges of providing recorded on-line worship is the timeliness of sharing 
pastoral care concerns with you.  I generally record my parts of the worship service on 
Wednesdays, including the welcome and announcements.  Therefore, any pastoral care 
concerns I share during Sunday services are those things I knew last Wednesday, so sometimes 
they sound a little out of date.  Do know that I want to keep the community informed in as 
timely a way as possible, so if there are concerns that arise toward the end of the week, I will 
send a separate email, as I did last Saturday.  I know not all of us check our emails every day but 
do know I intend to continue to provide a Wednesday letter to you each week and will send a 
Friday or Saturday one if needed. 

  

Please continue to keep those directly affected by the coronavirus in your prayers–those who 
are suffering with the virus and those who work to provide care.  Please also pray for us all as 
we begin to reopen our communities.  May we go forward with care and concern for everyone, 
especially the most vulnerable. 

  



The peace of Christ be with us all, 

Pastor Keith 

 

Pastor Keith Hohly 

Transitional Minister 
First Lutheran Church ELCA 
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flcsj302@gmail.com 

http://flcsj.org/ 
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