
Sunday, May 17, 2020 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                     ”Abide With Me”                                               arr. Jerry Ray 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                        “This Is My Father’s World”                                              ELW 824 

Rev. Keith & Deb Hohly, song leaders 
 

 This is my Father's world, 
 and to my list'ning ears 
 all nature sings, and round me rings 
 the music of the spheres. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 I rest me in the thought 
 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
 his hand the wonders wrought. 
 

 This is my Father's world; 
 the birds their carols raise; 
 the morning light, the lily white, 
 declare their maker's praise. 



 This is my Father's world; 
 he shines in all that's fair. 
 In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
 he speaks to me ev'rywhere. 
 

 This is my Father's world; 
 oh, let me not forget 
 that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
 God is the ruler yet. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 why should my heart be sad? 
 The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 

God reigns, let earth be glad! 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE      “Now the Feast and Celebration”                          ELW 167 

Phil & Nancy Lewis, song leaders 
Refrain 
 Now the feast and celebration, 
 all of creation sings for joy 
 to the God of life and love and freedom; 
 praise and glory forevermore! 

 

 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
 whose blood has freed and united us 
 to be one great people of God.  Refrain 
 

 Power and riches, wisdom and might, 
 all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 
 

 For God has come to dwell with us, 
 to make us people of God;  

   to make all things new.  Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Almighty and ever-living God, 
C you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the 

prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 

 



SPECIAL MUSIC                                       “Power of Your Love”                                          Geoff Bullock 
Sharmyn Thompson, soprano 

 
FIRST READING – Ann Newman, reading                                                                           Acts 17:22-31 
 

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of 
either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is 
the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom 
God has raised from the dead. 
 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore 
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything 
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is 
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals 
life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed 
he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even 
some of your own poets have said,  
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has 
fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

Reflection 
Where was Paul in this text? (verse 22, also Acts 17:16) What does Paul say about the 
Athenians? Note: he does not call them “heathens” or some other disparaging word. How 
does he find a way to talk about Jesus? (verse 23) How does he use their own beliefs to 
“build a bridge” to them? (verses 23-28) How does he distinguish faith in the God of Jesus 
Christ from their beliefs? (verse 29) What is his challenge to them? (verses 30-31) Many 
Greeks believed in the immortality of the soul, but not the resurrection of the body. What is the 
difference? What do we believe in? (Remember the Apostles’ Creed….) 
 
Psalm 66:8-20– read together with David Bezona 
 

 8Bless our God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of praise be heard. 
 9Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip.  
 10For you, O God, have tested us; 
  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 11You brought us into the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 



  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 13I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
  and will pay you my vows— 
 14those that I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 
  I will give you oxen and goats.  
 16Come and listen, all you who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
 17I called out to God with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
 18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 
 19but in truth God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
 20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing love from me.  
 

Reflection 
Why does the psalmist ask us to “bless our God”? (verses 8-9) As you think about our current 
situation (as I write this, still sheltering in place to keep safe from the virus), what do verses 10-
12 say to you? Remember, this was written as a hymn/prayer of the Jewish people, who had 
been tried and tested again and again. If we begin to think that we can’t take this anymore, 
how does this psalm help us to remember our ancestors in the faith? What does the psalmist 
promise to God? (verses 13-15) How does the psalmist remind the people about what God has 
done for them? (verses 16-17) What did the psalmist refuse to do in relationship to God? (verse 
18) How does the psalmist praise God? (verses 19-20) How might this psalm help us through this 
time, and bring hope to us? 
 
SECOND READING – Brenda Bass, reading                                                                     1 Peter 3:13-22 
 

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation 
and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right. 
 
13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands 
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. 
Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good 
conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, 
but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, 
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who 



has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him. 
 

Reflection 
In my Bible, this text is under the heading “Suffering for Doing Right.” This particular text begins 
with a rhetorical question. (verse 13) In your experience, how would you answer that question? 
The writer answers with the assumption that we will suffer for doing good. (verse 14) How does 
the writer encourage us? (verse 15) How do you “make your defense. . . for the hope that is in 
you”? Why are we encouraged to keep our conscience clear? (verse 16) How are we following 
Christ by doing these things? (verses 17-18) The writer brings in our baptism. How? (verses 19-
20) How does the resurrection of Jesus save us? (verses 21-22) 
 
GOSEPL ACCLAMATION      “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord” 

            Sharmyn Thompson, song leader 
Refrain 
Alleluia alleluia 
Give thanks to the Risen Lord 
Alleluia alleluia 
Give praise to His Name 

 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation.  Refrain 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                John 14:15-21 
 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his 
commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments 
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 

Reflection 
How will we know if we truly love Jesus? (verse 15) How will we be able to keep Jesus’ 
commandments? (verse 16) Notes in the Lutheran Bible remind us that the word translated here 
as “Advocate” can also be translated as “helper, comforter, encourager, and intercessor.” Which 
of those most clearly expresses your experience of the Holy Spirit? Why doesn’t “the world” 
(that is, those who do not believe in Jesus) know the Spirit of truth? (verse 17) How do we know 
the Spirit? How have we received the Spirit? What is Jesus’ promise to us, through the Spirit? 
(verse 18) How do we “see” Jesus? (verse 19) Jesus reminds us that just as Jesus is in God his 



Father, we are in Jesus, and Jesus is in us. (verse 20) How does that help us? What does all this 
have to do with God’s love for us? (verse 21) How does this help us through the times we are in? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                             Debbie Kunz 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY              “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                                                ELW 631 
                                                      David Bezona, song leader 
 

 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into ev'ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 
 

 Finish then thy new creation, 
 pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
 perfectly restored in thee! 
 Changed from glory into glory, 
 till in heav'n we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 

PRAYER SONG                         “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                                  ELW 752 
Jim Pierce, song leader 

 

       Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Bruce & Debbie Taylor 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Sharon Lindly, Reed Nelson, Ashley Sollars, Deon Jensen, Doyle Miller, Nancy Reder, Joy Winters, 

Dorothy Masteller,  Phil Lewis, Levi Krumme, Lin Starks, David Bezona, Dee Rasmussen, Trina 
Spoonemore, and Charlotte Chirila with her family at the passing of her brother-in-law, 

 John Chirila 
 
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times 
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

  (A brief silence) 

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ. Embolden 
your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking and in our living. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes, springs, 
glaciers, and other bodies of water that give life to your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to the 
oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Open the hearts we close as you care for our needs even before we ask.  In the midst of a global 
crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  We pray 
for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for those mourning the 
loss life and those facing death, for those urgently work to find effective treatments for cure.  
We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: Nancy, Doyle, Joy, Dorothy, 
Phil, Levi Lin, David, Dee, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal promises 
to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and imprisoned in body, 
mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember the saints who 
have gone before us especially Mary Lee and James. Unite us forever in your final victory over 
death. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 



and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS - Jeff Langdon, song leader 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 
Bless’d is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 



For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Come to the banquet!  Behold the risen Christ! 
 

COMMUNION 
 

BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Life-giving God, 
C you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you 

have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all 
in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
SENDING SONG                        “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                     ELW 543                          

Jim Pierce, song leader 
 

 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river 
 I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 

 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 
 here you touched him, saw his glory. 
 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 

 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 
 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 



DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE                                      “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”                         arr. Alice Parker 

Sharon Gray, organist 


