
Sunday, May 10, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                    ”The Peace of God”                                              Dan Locklair 

Sharon Gray, organist 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                    “The Church's One Foundation”                                           ELW 654 

Rev. Kieth & Deb Hohly, song leaders 
 

 The church's one foundation 
 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation 
 by water and the word. 
 From heav'n he came and sought her 
 to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died. 
 

 Through toil and tribulation 
 and tumult of her war, 
 she waits the consummation 
 of peace forevermore; 
 till with the vision glorious 



 her longing eyes are blest, 
 and the great church victorious 
 shall be the church at rest. 
 

 Yet she on earth has union 
 with God, the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion 
 with those whose rest is won. 
 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 
 Lord, save us by your grace, 
 that we, like saints before us, 

may see you face to face. 
 

GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE      “Now the Feast and Celebration”                          ELW 167 

Phil & Nancy Lewis, song leaders 
Refrain 
 Now the feast and celebration, 
 all of creation sings for joy 
 to the God of life and love and freedom; 
 praise and glory forevermore! 

 

 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
 whose blood has freed and united us 
 to be one great people of God.  Refrain 
 

 Power and riches, wisdom and might, 
 all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 
 

 For God has come to dwell with us, 
 to make us people of God;  

   to make all things new.  Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Almighty God,  
C your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one 

another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all 
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen! 

 
 



FIRST READING – Karen Jensen, reading                                                                         Acts 7:55-60 
 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles 
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. 
For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 
 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and 
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 

Reflection 
This text comes at the end of Stephen’s sermon to the “council,” the ruling body of the Jewish 
people in Jerusalem, made up of the “rulers, elders, and scribes” along with the high priest and 
members of his family. (See Acts 4:5) For the content of his sermon, see Acts 7:1-53. Notice that 
he did not mince words, and the members of the council reacted as you might expect, becoming 
enraged and grinding their teeth at Stephen. (See verse 54) How did Stephen respond to their 
rage? (verses 55-56) What or who enabled him to respond that way? What happened then? 
(verse 57) How did Stephen die? (verses 58-59) What does this remind you of? Interestingly, this 
is the first time in the book of Acts that we meet Saul—later Paul. (verse 58) In what ways is 
Stephen a model of faith for us? Does the story of Stephen give you hope? Why or why not? Do 
you think it would have been better if he had chosen his words more carefully? Would it have 
made any difference? Luke (the author of Acts) obviously admires Stephen. Do you? 
 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 – read together with Bruce Taylor 
 

 1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
 5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”  
 

Reflection 
This psalm might have been in Stephen’s mind as he was being martyred. What is the prayer of 
the psalmist? (verse 1) “Incline your ear to me” means “listen to me! Hurry to help me!” What 
images does the psalmist have of how God might save us? (verses 3-4) Can you think of other 



images you might use if you needed God’s help in a hurry? Where/when have you heard the first 
part of verse 5? (See Luke 23:46) Notes in the Lutheran Bible indicate that the psalmist is 
probably near death. When would you pray verses 15-16? In this time when we are trying to 
recover from the corona virus, we could ask God to save us and deliver us from our enemies—in 
this case, from a virus. How are you managing to hope in this very uncertain time? 
 
SECOND READING – Kathryn Wessler, reading                                                                1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s 
chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in 
scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 

Reflection 
The writer of this letter is writing to people who are learning what it means to be God’s people, 
perhaps even newly baptized and new to the faith. (See 1 Peter 1:3-4) What is the “pure, 
spiritual milk” that the writer wants the people to taste, reflect on, and inwardly digest? (verses 
2-3) A new metaphor: Christ is “a living stone.” What do you think that means? (verse 4) If we 
are like living stones, as Christ is, what does God do with us, as living stones? (verse 5) In what 
ways does Christ, “the stone that the builders rejected” become the cornerstone? (verses 6-7) If 
Christ is the cornerstone of our faith, how can that stone make us stumble and fall? (verses 7-8) 
Have you ever stumbled over the rock of your faith? How did that come about? Who/what 
saved you from falling? I remember memorizing verses 9-10 when I was in confirmation. I loved 
those verses, partly because of their rhythm, which made it easy for me to memorize them. As I 



have grown in faith, I have come to understand them not only by their rhythm, but even more 
because they are a statement of the gospel—we are called out of darkness into the marvelous 
light of Christ! If you have time and the inclination, I suggest that you memorize these verses as 
well as reflect on what they mean for your faith. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                   John 14:1-14 
 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one 
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

Reflection 
In many ways, all the texts this week are a sort of poetry. Stephen’s amazed reaction at seeing 
the glory of God (Acts 7:55-56), Psalm 31 (all the psalms are poems or hymns), 1 Peter 2:9-10, 
and now John 14:1-14) This section of John is Jesus’ words in preparing his disciples for his 
glorification/crucifixion and the resurrection. Why do you think John quotes Jesus as beginning 
this section by saying “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” (verse 1) These are words that we all 
need to hear right now. So many troubling things are happening in our world, and if we don’t 
hear what Jesus says to us, we will certainly be troubled. Why does Jesus ask his disciples to 
believe in him, as well as believing in God? What does he promise them? (verses 2-3) What is 
the way to the place where he is going? (verse 4) Thomas, who we can always count on to say 
what is on his mind, asks the obvious question.  What is ti? (verse5)  What do you think Jesus 
means when he says, “I am the way”? (verse 6)  When I think of the way, I think of a door, a 
path, a way of being, believing, and doing.  What do you think?  Jesus says he is the only way; 
perhaps that is what he means when he says he is the truth and the life.  How do we know who 
God is? (verse 7)  What do we know about God through Jesus?  What is Philip’s request? (verse 
8). Jesus is not satisfied with this request.  Why? (verse 9)  Does Jesus say anything at all that 
God his Father does not inspire? (verse 10)  How are Jesus’ words and works the same? (verses 
10-11)  Jesus says that he does the works of God because God the Father is in him and he is in 



God the Father.  If Jesus )and the Spirit of Jesus) is in us, what will our works be? (verse 12)  In 
this context, what does it mean when Jesus says that whatever we ask in his name he will do? 
(verses 13-14)  Does that mean that Jesus will do whatever we want, or that we will want to do 
what Jesus does?  We are God’s children, through Jesus, and just as others an see who our 
parents are through what we do and say, that is true of us as children of God as well.  What do 
you think?  How do we live this poetry of Jesus’ words and works in God? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY.                  “Take My Life, That I May Be”                                                 ELW 583 
                                                      Sharmyn Thompson, song leader 
 

Refrain 
 Take my life, that I may be 
 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

 Take my hands and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet and let them be 
 swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 
 

 Take my silver and my gold, 
 not a mite would I withhold; 
 take my intellect and use 
 ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain  
 

 Take my voice and let me sing 
 always, only for my King; 
 take my lips and let them be 
 filled with messages from thee.  Refrain  
 

 Take my will and make it thine; 
 it shall be no longer mine; 
 take my heart, it is thine own; 
 it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain 

 
PRAYER SONG                         “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                                  ELW 752 

Jim Pierce, song leader 
 

       Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Howard & Janice Harmsen 
 

We remember in our prayers 
Nancy Reder, Joy Winters, Dorothy Masteller,  Phil Lewis, Levi Krumme, Lin Starks,  

David Bezona, Dee Rasmussen, and Trina Spoonemore. 
 
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times 
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

  (A brief silence) 

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. Continually 
strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. We pray especially for new 
congregations and those in redevelopment. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and awe for the world you 
have made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and other forces 
that both destroy and create. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and other organizations as 
they prepare places for those seeking refuge and safety. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by many 
troubles. Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and carry their burdens. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for the safe pregnancies 
of expectant parents, and for families who struggle with infertility and miscarriage. We give 
thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we remember all for whom this day is 
difficult. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Open the hearts we close as you care for our needs even before we ask.  In the midst of a global 
crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  We pray 
for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for those mourning the 
loss life and those facing death, for those urgently work to find effective treatments for cure.  
We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: Nancy, Joy, Dorothy, Phil, Levi 
Lin, David, Dee, Trina, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. Give us faith to take hold of 
the promise of your eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 



P Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Come to the banquet!  Behold the risen Christ! 
 

COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Life-giving God, 
C you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you 

have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all 
in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 

 



BENEDICTION 
 

P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
SENDING SONG                                              “Pass It On”                                                        Kurt Kaiser                          

Jim Pierce, song leader 
 

It only takes a spark 
To get a fire going 
And soon all those around 
Can warm up in its glowing 
That's how it is with God's love 
Once you've experienced it 
You spread His love to ev'ryone 
You want to pass it on 

What a wondrous time is spring 
When all the trees are budding 
The birds begin to sing 
The flowers start their blooming 
That's how it is with God's love 
Once you've experienced it 
You want to sing it's fresh like spring 
You want to pass it on 

I wish for you my friend 
This happiness that I've found 
You can depend on Him 
It matters not where you're bound 
I'll shout it from the mountain top 
I want my world to know 
The Lord of love has come to me 
I want to pass it on 
 
DISMISSAL – Rev. Chad Langdon 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE                                              “This Joyful Eastertide”                               Michael Burkhardt 

Sharon Gray, organist 


