
Easter Devotions for Week Six 

 

Monday, May 18                                                                                           by Misty Coyle 

Scripture: Psalm 93; Genesis 9:8-17; Acts 27:39-44  

 

We commonly say, “God works in mysterious ways.”  I would say, yes, mysterious to us; but, 

not to God.  In the Psalm for today, the prayer describes as being stronger than anything, 

like a story and angry sea, we can imagine.  In Genesis, the passage is of God stating his 

promise to never take out the world ever again and the rainbow should remind us of the 

covenant set by God.  Then, the Acts reading tells of how the Paul, yet again, had an effect 

on a Roman soldier to allow everyone from the shipwreck to swim safely to shore including 

the prisoners. 

 

So, how is hope such a certainty? God made a covenant with his people.  There are stories 

upon stories of how God works through others to bring the good out of people who may 

have been lost to the world otherwise.  I think these readings are showing us the same thing 

over and over again to calm our fears of doing something different to bring people to God.  

We can be so bold and fearless when it comes to protecting our family, getting a job we 

want, and rooting for a sports team.  We can use that same boldness when talking to others 

about God, faith, grace, and mercy.  God has promised he would always be there with us 

and with him we are stronger than the angriest sea storm.  We can live with hope in the 

resurrection with this knowledge and love in our hearts. 

 

Mighty God, you are stronger than even we can imagine.  Your love for us is shown in so 

many ways.  Let us live in hope of the resurrection so that others can come to you.  Let them 

see you in us.  Let them see how we walk in your ways, do your work without fear, and let 

them hear our voices speak of your promises of never ending love.  Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday, May 19                                                                                              by Jim Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 5:22-33; 1 Peter 3:8-12 

I Peter 3: 8-12 

 

8Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a 

humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a 

blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you might inherit a blessing. 
10For 

 "Those who desire life 

 and desire to see good days, 

 let them keep their tongues from evil 

 and their lips from speaking deceit; 

 11let them turn away from evil and do good; 

 let them seek peace and pursue it. 

 12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

 and his ears are open to their prayer. 

 But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

 

Instinct and conditioning prepare us to give back what we get.  If someone treats us well, okay, 

we’ll treat them well.  But if someone treats us badly, and that can happen in so many ways, it’s 

a different story.  We are primed to repay evil for evil, abuse for abuse.  Some of the ways we 

do that are pretty subtle.  Others are anything but. 

 

What does Resurrection Hope have to say about that?  What does Resurrection Hope bring to 

life in us?  It brings the possibility of rising above instinct and conditioning by undertaking a new 

training regimen based on what God, in Christ, has done for us.   

 

Remember the evil, the abuse we heap on God when we refuse to live as God’s children?  What 

does God do in response?  God blesses us by continuing to be faithful to those promises to love 

us, to forgive us, to tell us we are God’s children whether we live that way or not. 

 



How do we adopt God’s way of dealing with us as a training regime for how we treat others?  

Well, maybe we start by simply praying for those who hurt us in some way.  By this I don’t 

mean praying that “they will get theirs!”  I mean praying that God would be with them, be 

gracious to them, bring Resurrection Hope into their lives. 

 

Here’s the deal, if we start by praying for others, not only are we lifting them up for healing 

grace in their lives, we are opening up ourselves to be, in some way, the means through whom 

God brings that grace to them.  We might, through praying for others, actually become a 

blessing to them. 

 

What if it doesn’t work?  What if they don’t get “blessed.”  That’s in God’s hands, not ours.  We 

are still blessed through making the effort.  We are still a blessing to others as we demonstrate 

how to live as God’s children.  Our example just might make a difference in how someone 

watching us chooses to live. 

 

Who do you need to be praying for right now, asking God to heal, to bless?  Start by asking 

yourself, who do I NOT want to be praying for right now.  Pray for that person, those people, 

and see what happens. 

 

Gracious God, thank you for not treating me the way I continue to treat you.  Teach me to be a 

blessing to others by giving to them what you give to me.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 20                                                                                      by Juel Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 31:1-13; John 16-24  

 

The LORD is king, he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed, he is girded with strength. He has 

established the world; it shall never be moved; your throne is established from of old; you are 

from everlasting. The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the 

floods lift up their roaring. More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, more majestic 

than the waves of the sea, majestic on high is the LORD! Your decrees are very sure; holiness 

befits your house, O LORD, forevermore. 



 I’m going to “translate” the first verse this way: The LORD is king, she is robed in majesty; The 

LORD is robed, she is girded with strength. She has established the world; it shall never be 

moved.  

First of all, does the change of pronouns change the way you understand this psalm? Besides 

challenging my traditional understanding of what a mighty God is like, what it does for me is to 

make me think of power and majesty in a different way. Not only is God a merciful God, God is 

no pushover! Nothing can frighten God. God is the LORD not only of the baby Jesus, but also of 

the risen Lord Jesus Christ, who reigns forever! God not only created the Garden of Eden, but 

also the roaring seas, including the sea that nearly overpowered Jesus’ disciples in the boat, 

when they had to wake him up to save them. (Matthew 8:23-27) The thunder of mighty waters 

praises the LORD, who has been its ruler “from everlasting.” 

 What this makes me think of, as I read this psalm during the pandemic, is this: If the oceans 

praise the LORD, what about viruses? When I wake up in the morning, one of the first things I 

remember is that I can’t leave the house today if it will put me or someone else at risk. 

Something I can’t see rules my life, and the lives of all of us. This psalm reminds me that. 

although we may seem to be at the mercy of a virus, which seems to me to be evil and 

threatening, the virus is ruled by God. She gives strength to the nurses and doctors, to 

presidents and governors and legislatures, to those whose lives have been upended by this 

time. She rules the economy, even Wall Street! This LORD, the God who came to earth as a 

baby, and who was crucified as a criminal, is LORD . It isn’t so much what will happen to me, or 

you, or us, but we can be assured that the world can never be moved, because the LORD has 

established it and will be the ruler forever. We know that floods and viruses change the world 

around us. What this psalm tells us is that the LORD’s decrees will never change. 

 What do you fear most in this time? How does God’s eternal majesty comfort you? 

 Let us pray: God of mercy and majesty, be with us as you were with Jesus as a helpless baby, 

on the Sea of Galilee when his disciples were so frightened, on the cross, in the tomb when 

he took on the powers of hell, and as he ascended to be with you. Help us to remember that 

he promised to be with us always, and that promise is the same promise is true forever. 

AMEN.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Thursday, May 21                                                                                       by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture: Psalm 47; Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 

24:44-53  

 

Acts 1:1-11 

 
1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 
2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom 
of God. 4 While staying[a] with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there 
for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
The book of Acts a good read.  I had read it in bits and pieces over the years, but until last year, 
during our Monday evening Bible Study at Living Community, I had never really read it, I mean 
the whole book.  It is a good read. 
 
As I re-read this opening section in Chapter 1, I am struck at how dumbfounded the disciples 
must have felt. They are told to wait for the Holy Spirit... then they are told they will have to 
wait for the kingdom of God to come in fullness... and at the moment when Jesus has finally 
commanded them what to do in the meantime, he up and leaves them, and they are left 
staring into the clouds.   
 
If the cross was shocking and devastating...and the resurrection astounding and miraculous... 
this ascension of Jesus must have been incomprehensible and frustrating. What must the 
disciples have thought?  After all, why would Jesus rise from the grave only to depart forty days 
later?  We can picture Jesus’ followers on that hillside, their mouths agape, staring into the 
cloud that had swallowed Jesus from their sight.  It would take a visit from an angel to shake 
them out of their stupor.  “Why do you stand there looking up into heaven?” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26917a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26918b


You can't blame the disciples. In fact, I sometimes think, as they probably did, “Wouldn’t it be 
better if Jesus were still here to see that things get done right?” Surely he would be the most 
impressive preacher of his own gospel.  He could tell his own story.  We  could hear him in his 
own words.  Think of all the war-torn places that could benefit from his reign of peace! Why did 
he leave?  Why did he leave us? 
 
Jesus left because there is a role for us. This story about Jesus is not just about Jesus, we too 
have a part.  It is our turn to do and to act.  And importantly, Jesus provides the resources for us 
to do our part.  In fact, he tells us that trying to our part without his continuing help would be 
futile.  Still, Jesus intends to further his kingdom through ordinary people like us.  You and me.  
We are his Easter witnesses to our community and to every corner of the globe.  We do this 
because of hope in God's promise... Hope in the Resurrection.  Hope and trust in God's ability to 
say yes to our no. 
 
Note that the title of this book is Acts... the Acts of the Apostles... and the charge to us is the 
same as the charge to those early followers of Jesus.  The word is Acts... to do something...to 
attempt... to respond.  That is our role in this story.  That is Jesus' desire for us.  So, let's be The 
Body of Christ.  Don't just stand there gazing into the clouds...let's Act out. 
  
 
Questions to ponder 
 
What hinders you from fulfilling Jesus’ call to act? 
To whom is God calling you to act? 
What are some concrete steps you can take to act out your call? 
 
 
Prayer:  Gracious Lord, we strive to be a joy-filled community that reflects your love and 
compassion for all.  Thank you for being with us as we walk thru these days of quarantine and 
isolation from each other.  Thank you for the promise of the Resurrection and new life you give 
us daily.  We often bury our talents in the ground, do nothing and stand there gazing into the 
clouds like those early disciples. Help us to understand our gifts and use them faithfully to build 
up the Body of Christ in our community.  Strengthen our faith and give us hope during these days 
and help us to find ways to actually act out the faith that you have brought us into.  Amen 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, May 22                                                                                          by Nila Schneider 

Scripture: Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:1-12; Ephesians 2:1-7 
 

Psalm 93 is an Enthronement Psalm, praising God’s sovereign rule as Creator and Lord over all 

His creation.  His decrees are very trustworthy.  We will be eternally secure if we put our trust 

in Him.  It seems like trust and hope and being linked. 

 

2 Kings 2:1-12 is the transition from Elijah to Elisha.  The first thing that crossed my mind was 

that the three times Elisha insisted on going with Elijah was a parrellel to Peter insisting three 

times that he’ll feed Jesus’ sheep.  This appears to be a ritual involved with the “passing of the 

mantle” from one prophet/teacher/religious leader to the next.  This passage seems to be a 

lesson in trust and Elijah trusted God to take him to heaven (his hope) and to do it when the 

time and events were right.  Elisha trusted God to grant his request for a double portion of 

prophecy (his hope) to be done by grace.  Are you seeing a link between trust and hope? 

 

Ephesians 2:1-7 shows us that God works by grace.  He is rich in mercy, has great love for us, 

saved us by grace, gave us immeasurable riches by his grace, gave love to the loveless, life to 

the lifeless, and is merciful to those deserving mercy.  He gives, you trust.  He gives, you trust, 

and on and on.  The repetition of this cycle fills you with hope.  Hope is a gift, not an action you 

do.  Hope is an outcome, a result, not an activity.  You can’t create it.  You can’t see it coming.  

It’s just there.  Maybe it’s more than a gift.  Maybe it’s a blessing.  You don’t have to 

understand it, just accept it.  I think if you’re running low on hope maybe you’re also running 

low on trust.  Is it that the more you trust the more hope you have?  I think so.  What do you 

think? 

 

As an aside, I also wonder about the repetition of Elisha insisting on going with Elijah.  Elisha 

insists on going with Elijah, Elijah trusts Elisha to go with him, which fills Elijah with hope for the 

next time he goes someplace.  They go through this three times.  Elijah building more trust and 

hope in Elisha.  The teacher has to be comfortable with passing the mantle to his student, to 

know his flock will be in good hands.  And what about Elisha?  Does he develop trust and 

receive hope?  I think so.  Each time Elijah allows Elisha to accompany him, Elisha learns to trust 

that he’ll be allowed to accompany Elijah the next time Elijah goes some place which gives him 

more hope for receiving the double portion of prophecy (more time to study/learn, possibly to 

earn it, possibly to deserve it).  Elisha trusts he’s ready to receive it and to carry on for Elijah by 

the time he does receive it.  The student now feels he’s ready to take over from the teacher.   

Elijah now feels he can turn his mantle over to Elisha with trust and confidence.  Confidence 



and trust goes both ways between Elijah and Elisha.  Was that what was happening between 

Peter and Jesus?  I think so.  What do you think?  So who has the most hope?  Elijah or Elisha? 

Peter or Jesus?  I think it’s a tie in both cases.  That’s the whole point of the three times ritual.  

Bet you never thought of experiencing something three times in your life was a good thing.  I 

do…now.  It’s helping me to build trust and receive hope.  And aren’t those wonderful gifts to 

receive?  So maybe bad times aren’t bad after all for anyone of us.  What do you think? 

 

Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, help us to trust you implicitly so we may be filled with hope 

overflowing.  Repeat you lessons as many times as it take for us to trust each other, have 

confidence in each other, and receive overflowing hope from you.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

 

 

Saturday, May 23                                                                                 by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :   Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:13-15; John 8:21-30 

 

2 Kings 2:13-15 

3(Elisha) picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the 

bank of the Jordan. 14He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the 

water, saying, "Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?" When he had struck the water, the water 

was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 
15When the company of prophets who were at Jericho saw him at a distance, they declared, 

"The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." They came to meet him and bowed to the ground before 

him.  

 

This passage from the book of 2 Kings is part of the larger story of how the prophetic ministry of 

Elijah was passed on to his student, Elisha.  The story goes that when it was time for Elijah to 

leave this world, he ascended into heaven in a whirlwind and a chariot of fire.  The only thing 

left behind was his mantle–his cloak.  Elisha picking up Elijah’s mantle symbolizes him taking up 

Elijah’s prophetic ministry and so those who are watching exclaim: “The spirit of Elijah rests on 

Elisha.” (v. 15) 

 

Upon reading this passage my first thought goes to the season of the church year in which we 

find ourselves.  The Ascension of Our Lord was last Thursday, May 21.  According to the book of 



Acts, forty days after the resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven.  No chariot of fire this time.  

It was a cloud that took him heavenward.  Pentecost, the day when the Holy Spirit came upon 

the gathered disciples (students) of Jesus will be celebrated a week from tomorrow.  Tongues 

of fire this time instead of a mantle, but we are in the midst of remembering the spirit of Jesus 

coming to rest on his students and them taking up the ministry he has left for them following 

his ascension. 

 

My further thoughts, though, go to what is happening this time of year for many in our 

community.  This is a time of graduation.  Some are graduating from one type of school to 

another.  Others are graduating from school and beginning careers.  In every situation, people 

who have been students of one teacher or group of teachers are taking what they have learned 

and are commencing on a new venture in their lives.   

 

The truth is we are all building our lives on what we have received from those who have gone 

before us.  What a blessing these previous generations are for us.  What a blessing to have 

parents and grandparents, teachers and mentors, counselors and advocates–all these shoulders 

on which we stand and carry on the charge we have been given by God to carry on Jesus’ 

ministry of love and service.  Perhaps no one has put it more eloquently that the author of the 

letter to the Hebrews: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses … let 

us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. 

 

Questions to consider: 

Think about those who have been the most influential teachers and mentors in your life.  What 

are the kinds of things they have taught you?   

Think about those who will be carrying on in life after you.  What are the most important things 

you wish to leave for them? 

 

Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the whole host of saints who have gone before us 

and upon whose lives we now build our own.  May your Spirit enable us to go forward in ways 

that are pleasing to you and faithful to our Lord Jesus.  May we be good and strong witnesses 

for the generations that follow us.  These things we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen! 


