
Easter Devotions for Week Five 

 

Monday, May 11                                                                                           by Misty Coyle 

Scripture: Psalm 102:1-17; Exodus 13:17-22; Acts 7:17-40 

 

Today’s readings remind us how we sometimes forget God is with us.  Even in the worst times 

of our lives, he is with us.  As humans, we want answers in a couple of hours.  We want to be 

able to think things through, learn more about our situation, then make a sound decision.  

There are times when we will feel like we don’t have the time to sit and think and we make a 

quick decision we hope is the best at the moment.  There are times to be quick; for instance, 

when  someone passes out in the street.  You immediately know to come to their aid.  Most of 

the decision-making instances, we do have time.  God gives us that time.  He knows what is in 

our heart and he wraps his arms around us and sits with us.  We don’t always feel or know that.  

Why?  We are quick to remind others, “Know God is with you during this time”; but, do we 

remind ourselves of that?  Life in the hope of the resurrection is the perfect time to practice 

that certainty.   

 

Especially now when we question the decisions of our leaders.  Question the science brought to 

us in reports we don’t know how to read or understand.  Question the actions of others trying 

to decide is now the time for empathy or anger?  Let God wrap his arms around you and be 

with you.  He will not just give you the answer right when you want it; but, he will give you the 

answer when you need it. 

 

 

Patient and loving Father, you are mighty and holy.  You know all when we know nothing.  You 

love all.  You are everywhere!  Please help us to remember of your omnipresence and that you 

never leave us.  Please let us grow to help others know you never leave.  Let our feet walk in 

your ways, our hands to your work, and our mouths speak only of your love.  Amen! 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, May 12                                                                                              by Jim Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:5-12; Acts 7:44-56 

Acts 7: 44-56 

 

44Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when he spoke to 

Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45Our ancestors in turn 

brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our 

ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, 46who found favor with God and asked that 

he might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob. 47But it was Solomon who built a house for 

him. 48Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with human hands as the prophet says, 

 49'Heaven is my throne, 

 and the earth is my footstool. 

 What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, 

 or what is the place of my rest? 

 50Did not my hand make all these things?' 
51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy 

Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. 52Which of the prophets did your ancestors not 

persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have 

become his betrayers and murderers. 53You are the ones that received the law as ordained by 

angels, and yet you have not kept it." 
54When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55But 

filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at 

the right hand of God. 56Look, he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing 

at the right hand of God!" 

 

In Acts 7 we read the longest speech in the book of Acts, Stephen’s address to the Council 

following his arrest for “doing great signs and wonders among the people.”  These inspired the 

multitude but threatened the elders and the scribes who saw his actions as a threat to their 

control.  The chapter ends with the council, enraged by his words, dragging him out of the city 

and stoning him to death.  They were a tough audience! 

 

In the verses we read today, Stephen talks about the “tent of testimony” the portable sanctuary 

built according to God’s instruction and design, which contained the ark of the covenant and 

traveled with the people throughout their years in the wilderness and into the promised land.  

He then contrasts that tent with the temple that King Solomon had built in Jerusalem according 



to human design.  The tent of testimony traveled with the people.  The people traveled to the 

temple. 

 

Stephen’s point?  God, the creator of heaven and earth, is not confined to a single dwelling 

made by human hands.  Heaven is God’s throne and earth God’s footstool.  There is no place 

where God is not.  This means there is no single place to which the worship of God can be 

confined. 

 

That particular point speaks to me in this time of sheltering in place.  We last met for worship in 

our particular “house of God” in early March.  That’s the last time we came together to sing, to 

pray, to be fed in God’s Word and communion.  The building is still at 10th and Charles, but it 

mostly stands empty, silent.  Can we be God’s faithful people when we cannot gather there, 

meet God there? 

 

Asking that question about the temple, Stephen’s audience said NO.  They became enraged at 

the very suggestion.  But they were wrong.  If there is no place where God is not, there is no 

place where we cannot meet God, worship God, be cared for by God.  I don’t say this to suggest 

that we learn through this time that we no longer need our building, a place to gather in God’s 

presence. 

 

That place is important, it’s where we gather as community of God’s people.  But, as Stephen 

told the Council and as God reminds us during this time, God comes to meet us each of us, each 

day, where we are. 

 

Where have you experienced God present with you today, in the past several days?  How have 

you experienced God present with you?  With whom can you share your story of God’s 

presence to give them encouragement in this time? 

 

God over all creation, we thank you that you give us places where we can gather with each 

other in your presence.  We thank you as well that you are present with us each day wherever 

we might be.  Help me today to be aware of your presence with me now and to thank you for 

that gift.  Amen 

 

 



 

Wednesday, May 13                                                                                      by Juel Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:13-18; John 8:31-38 

  

 13Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, 14for her income is 
better than silver, and her revenue better than gold. 15She is more precious than jewels, and 
nothing you desire can compare with her. 16Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are 
riches and honor. 17Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 18She is a 
tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called happy.-- Proverbs 
3:13-18 
 
 In Proverbs, Wisdom is female; either the firstborn of God’s creation, or the second person of 
the Trinity (as we know it). In any case, Wisdom was with God and rejoicing with God in the 
goodness of creation. (See Proverbs 8:22-31) She is the Wisdom of God—no wonder those who 
find wisdom are happy and blessed. She is “a tree of life,” so not only is Wisdom with God at 
the beginning of creation, she is with God at the culmination of creation. (See Revelation 22:1-
2) This text says she is more precious than jewels, better than silver or gold, and nothing we 
desire and compare with her. She brings pleasantness and peace.  
 
Wisdom, with her pleasantness and peace, is a blessing we could all use these days. As I write 
this, I am aware that there is part of me that is not feeling blessed, pleasant, and at peace. My 
calendar says we are supposed to be on vacation right now—not the “vacation” we are 
experiencing, being at home with nothing much to do. If we were not sheltering at home, we 
would be in either Arizona looking at beautiful scenery, or in Utah, looking at beautiful scenery 
and hugging our daughter and her family.  
 
And yet, Proverbs says that even traveling in beautiful scenery to see our family is not more 
desirable than the paths of Wisdom, which bring peace to us. We are going through a terrible 
time, and people are dying of this horrible illness. We’re staying home, not traveling, in order to 
protect ourselves and others whom we might put in danger just by being with them. The 
journey we are on is not the one we had planned, but it is a journey we are called to be on right 
now. God’s promise to us, in these days when we continue to celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus, when we are on this journey of life and death for the whole world, is that God’s wisdom 
will guide us. May we all follow the path of wisdom in the coming days and weeks. 
 
 Questions: When have you questioned that God’s Wisdom leads us in the path of peace? What 
makes you happy in these days? What blessings have you been given? 
 
 Let us pray: Wisdom of God, guide us in your ways of peace today, and in the weeks to come. 
Help us to recognize your precious gifts and to value them. Thank you for all you give us. 
Amen. 



   

Thursday, May 14                                                                                       by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 6:5-22; Acts 27:1-12  

Acts 27:1-12 

 

 
 When it was decided that we were to sail for Italy, they transferred Paul and some other 
prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort, named Julius. 2 Embarking on a ship of 
Adramyttium that was about to set sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, we put to sea, 
accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica. 3 The next day we put in at 
Sidon; and Julius treated Paul kindly, and allowed him to go to his friends to be cared for. 
4 Putting out to sea from there, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds were 
against us. 5 After we had sailed across the sea that is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to 
Myra in Lycia. 6 There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship bound for Italy and put us on 
board. 7 We sailed slowly for a number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as the 
wind was against us, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone. 8 Sailing past it with 
difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea. 
 

9 Since much time had been lost and sailing was now dangerous, because even the Fast had 
already gone by, Paul advised them, 10 saying, “Sirs, I can see that the voyage will be with 
danger and much heavy loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.” 11 But the 
centurion paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. 
12 Since the harbor was not suitable for spending the winter, the majority was in favor of 
putting to sea from there, on the chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, where they 
could spend the winter. It was a harbor of Crete, facing southwest and northwest. 

(Take some time this week to read Acts chapters 27 and 28... this is the story of Paul's 
shipwreck... it really is a good read and would make a good movie in my opinion) 
 
Paul and some 273 others were sailing to Rome under guard of a centurion, whom had been 
given very poor advice by the ship’s pilot and owner, even though they were the experts in 
sailing, or at least they knew more than a centurion was expected to know.  The advice was to 
set sail even thou it was already after the Day of Atonement (the Fast) which was a day of  
mourning and repentance in the Jewish culture.  This sacred day came in the fall of the year, 
sometime between September and October... six months after the celebration of Passover.  Any 
time after this day was hazardous sailing because of the very dangerous storm season in the 
Mediterranean Sea... with possible hurricane force winds and strong nor'easter storms.  This 
late season,  plus a little insight perhaps by the Holy Spirit... led to Paul;s prediction: “...this 
voyage will end with disaster” Acts 27:9-10.  However, Paul was unable to convince the pilot, 
owner, centurion, sailors and anyone else to trust in God, and not in themselves.   
 



Wow, isn't that often where we ourselves and our friends.  Sometimes when we communicate 
with others, it can seem that nobody responds favorably to what we say.  And we too can plod 
along and fail to listen to others around us, failing to heed warnings and offerings of help.  
During our current life with the Coronavirus, it must be extremely frustrating for scientists, 
medical professionals, and public health experts to try to communicate to the public with what 
appears to be ever changing data, information, and conflicting advice... not to mention trying to 
speak to an audience that in some circles and locations, seem not to value what you are trying 
to tell them, despite your areas of expertise or years of training and experience.  I can imagine 
that sometimes they feel like they should just get on the boat with everyone else, even though 
they fully expect the results to be a shipwreck. 
 
In this story from Acts, Paul was a prisoner and he did not have a choice or a say in the decision 
to set sail on a risky trip... but Paul knew God was with him.  I remember reading somewhere, 
that “When you are going through Hell on Earth, keep on going... Jesus will not only get you 
through Hell, but will get you to Heaven.”  As you read Acts, we read that Paul went through 
many trying and difficult times, yet he went thru them with faith and confidence that he was 
always protected by faith in Jesus, the resurrected Messiah. 
 
Paul's deep faith led him to see God's presence and God's faithfulness.  Paul's faith was in the 
Resurrection.  When we believe, have faith, ask, and turn our prayers to Jesus the Christ;  he 
will be with us, and somehow get us through our hellish situations, even those we create 
ourselves or create for others. 
 
Questions to ponder- 
 
Think about a time you tried to give a warning or advice to someone, and they failed to listen.  
How did that make you feel?  How did it affect your relationship with them?   
 
Think about a time you ignored the counsel of someone else and experienced a bad outcome.  
How did you feel?  How did it affect your relationship with that person? 
 
Do you believe and trust that God will keep God's promises to you? 
 
Prayer:  Gracious Lord, we strive to be a joy-filled community that reflects your love and 
compassion for all.  Thank you for being with us as we walk thru these days of quarantine and 
isolation from each other.  Thank you for the promise of the Resurrection and new life you give 
us daily.  Be with us during times of doubt and uncertainty.  Strengthen our faith and give us 
hope during these days and help us to find ways to actually live the faith that you have brought 
us into.  Amen 

 
 

 

 



Friday, May 15                                                                                          by Nila Schneider 

Scripture: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 7:1-24; Acts 27:13-38  
 

 

This week’s devotion seems to be building on my devotion from last week, building on the 

theme of “Don’t be afraid to believe God and follow him.”  Psalm 66:8-20 is about 

remembering what God has done for you (tested and tried us, brought us to abundance, God 

listened and didn’t reject our prayer) and how you should respond (worship, fulfill vows, and 

tell what God has done for you). 

 

Genesis 7:1-24 is the story of Noah and his ark.  We tend to remember the animals loaded into 

the ark, the forty days and nights of rain, the animals and Noah’s family finally disembarking on 

Mt. Ararat to start the world over again, and the rainbow as the symbol of God’s vow to never 

destroy the earth by flood again.  But we never think how Noah reacted to God’s instruction to 

build the ark (“You’re gonna do what?!  You want me to build what?!), especially when 

everyone around him must have thought he was crazy.  Yet, he did what God commanded, 

enduring scorn and ridicule, and he, his family, and the animals all survived to start the earth 

over because he obeyed against all odds.  Think of Noah’s level of trust in God.  Think of the 

courage it took to go against what everyone else thought and did.  But aren’t we glad he 

obeyed? 

 

Acts 27:13-38 tells about Paul’s surviving a storm at sea and how he helped the sailors and 

other passengers to also survive it.  God spoke to Paul, assured him there would be no loss of 

life, and Paul passed the information on to the sailors and his fellow passengers, reassuring 

them not to be afraid, to just have faith in God.  Think what it must have been like to be caught 

in a hurricane at sea in a wooden boat.  Logic would tell you that the boat can’t survive it and 

you’ll all be drown.  Everyone saying the same thing to you, trying to get you to trust your own 

human judgment, when your mind is telling you the same thing.  Only your heart and your level 

of trust in God is telling you otherwise.  To whom would you listen?  But something trumps 

your human reason, your logic, and the pleas of the people around you:  you have God’s word.  

Paul didn’t give in to human weakness and temptation, when I’m sure it would have been easy 

to do.  He believed God’s word, trusted it, and acted on it…and everything worked out fine, no 

one died, just as God said.  Think of the level of trust Paul had in God.  Do you have it?  I know 

you’d like to think you do, but when the chips are down and you’re between a “rock and a hard 

place” do you really trust God? 

 



Sometimes we unwittingly play the scoffer at the actions of others by looking at things through 

human logic rather than even considering what we’re seeing could actually be a part of God’s 

plan.  My cousin Roy passed away and less than a week after his death, his widow sold the 

home they’d purchased less than a year before (their “dream home”), quit her job, pulled their 

daughter out of the group home for the handicapped where she had been living, and loaded all 

of their possessions into her car, and took off for the town of Hebron, Nebraska, where the 

widow’s sister lived.  Immediately the whole family was in shock, reacting with “Jolene’s lost 

her mind,” “the grief has pushed her over the edge,” “she’s going to regret this big time,” “she 

just set her daughter’s progress back years,” and even I responded with, “she’s had to have had 

another psychological breakdown so we’d better call her psychiatrist.”  All this must have hurt 

Jolene very badly.  She spoke to none of the family for over a year.  Then one day, I received a 

letter from Jolene, telling me what none of the family had known at the time—the day after her 

husband passed, God spoke to her and commanded her to do all this.  (Yes, I still doubted it as I 

read this part of her letter, still not believing she hadn’t had another mental breakdown.)  Then, 

I realized she really was following God’s command when she explained that the day after she 

arrived in Hebron, her sister was seriously injured in a car wreck.  While Jolene frantically paced 

the hospital hallway waiting for news on her sister’s condition, a doctor-friend of her sister 

came up to her and asked her if she’d found work yet—she hadn’t even had time to look—and 

he just happened to have an opening in his office for which she turned-out to be qualified and it 

was right there in the hospital so she could be close to her sister.  And best yet, it paid twice 

what her previous salary had been and paid full benefits which Jolene had never had.  She took 

the job sight unseen and has loved it every day since.  But the story gets even better.  While 

waiting for her sister to get out of the hospital, Jolene found a new house in her sister’s 

neighborhood, that she bought for the exact same price for which she had sold her old home.  

By the time Jolene’s sister was released from the hospital, Jolene’s daughter had completed 

training as a “Senior’s Helper,” even with her handicap, which qualified her to be a companion 

and assistant to help Jolene’s sister with her housekeeping and shopping needs during at-home 

recovery.  Jolene ended her letter to me with the one sentence I will never forget:  “I know you 

can’t always trust me but could you please have enough faith to trust that I, too, follow the 

Lord?”  Amen to that, Jolene. 

 

So what can we learn from all this?  God has sovereign purposes for each of us.  God can be 

trusted to fulfill his promises.  God will lead us, protect us, and protect those with us.  We 

should announce to others what God reveals to us. (I wish Jolene had told us all a lot sooner.)  

Always take God at His word.  Hold on to it against all odds and you’ll eventually see the 

outcome God desired for you because He knows the future and He may just be positioning you 

so you’re ready for the future.  And for those of us who are spectators to others’ lives, don’t 

pass judgment and hold your comments because God may be at work and you just don’t see 

Him…yet.  All Christians believe the only thing that matters is that God’s will be done.  What do 

you think? 



 

Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, help us to always trust you, even when it doesn’t seem logical, 

believable, or popular to do so.  Help us to look behind people’s actions to see your will for 

them and for us.  And when your will isn’t obvious to us, help us to trust you to know what’s 

best for us and to trust you to care for us.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

 

 

Saturday, May 16                                                                                 by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :  Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 8:13-19; John 14:27-29   

 

 

John 14:27-29 

27(Jesus said to his disciples) “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you 

as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28You 

heard me say to you, 'I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you would 

rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told 

you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”  

 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives …”  The 

world in which Jesus lived was the Roman Empire.  The empire held to a program called the Pax 

Romana – the Peace of Rome.  The formula of this program was “Peace through Victory.”  The 

way the Roman Empire established “peace” was through military victory.  It was through 

conquest.  Once conquered, peace was maintained by enforcing Roman rule and in paying 

tribute to the Emperor. 

 

It is striking how the world, throughout its history, has maintained this militaristic approach to 

peace.  Military action is the final card we have to play in trying to maintain peace among the 

nations.  We have named one of our land-based nuclear missiles “Peacekeeper.”  We’ve used 

the same name for an armored fighting vehicle.  “Peace through Victory” remains the program 

our world follows. 

 

Jesus brings a different program for establishing and maintaining peace.  Jesus brings about 

peace through love and service – through forgiveness and reconciliation.  Reconciliation has to 



do with bringing healing to broken relationships.  Peace for Jesus is not about establishing 

order, as it was for the Empire then and for our world today.  Peace, as understood in the 

Jewish concept of shalom, is about wholeness.  It is about being complete.  It is about living in 

harmony. It is about being whole and complete and harmonious as God has always intended us 

to be.  The way into this peace – this shalom – is through reconciling our relationship with God, 

reconciling our relationships with each other, reconciling our relationship with ourselves.  

“Peace through Reconciliation” is Jesus’ program.  This is the way he brings peace. 

 

Questions to consider: 

What relationships in my life need the peace that reconciliation can bring?   

How does reconciliation begin for us? 

 

Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for reconciling yourself to us in Jesus Christ.  We pray 

for your Spirit to empower reconciliation in our living – in the way we live with you, in the way 

we live with each other, in the way we live with ourselves.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 

 

 


