
 

 

 Sunday, May 3, 2020 
Fourth Sunday in Easter 

Reflections by Juel Pierce 
 

 

First Reading                                                                        Acts 2:42-47  
 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following 
Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was 
poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in 
worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that 
everyone has enough. 
 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs 
were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were 
together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those 
who were being saved. 
 

Reflection 
 
The verse before this one in Acts 2 tells us that 3,000 people were 
baptized on that first day of Christian Pentecost. Our text today 
tells us how Christians in Jerusalem lived. What were the most 
important things they did? (verse 42) How did other people 
regard them? (verses 43 and 47) What was their economic life 
like? (verses 44-45) What was their daily life like? (verses 46-47) 
How did the Lord bless them? How do you react to read that their 
Christian beliefs marked their financial and economic life? As a 



 

 

Christian, what do you do with your money and goods? I notice 
that this text does not talk about tithing (although other texts do), 
but about responding to need. How has your view of who is 
“needy” and who is not changed due to the pandemic? We are all 
needy, in some ways. What do you need in these days?  

Psalm 23 
 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 
 
 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort 
me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my 
enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of 
my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  
 

Reflection 
 

When I was a senior in seminary, every member of my class was 
assigned one week to preach in chapel. In the week assigned to 
me, one of the texts was Psalm 23. As I thought about which 
text(s) to use as my sermon text, my faculty advisor strongly 
suggested that I choose Psalm 23. I wasn’t very excited about it. 
After all, everyone knows Psalm 23. What would I say about it? 



 

 

God takes care of us, right? What else is there to say? Well, that’s 
an important thing to say, know, and believe. God is like a 
shepherd to us. What does the Lord give to us, as our shepherd? 
(verses 1-3, 5) I can’t remember exactly how my sermon went, but 
I focused on verse 4. When is God with us? (verse 4) The 
reference to the shepherd’s rod and staff reminds us that God 
does not just watch over us when things are calm (as in verses 1-
3), but a shepherd’s rod keeps predators away, and a shepherd’s 
staff guides the sheep on the right path. The shepherd’s rod helps 
us to know that we are safe even “in the presence of my 
enemies,” (verse 5) and the shepherd’s staff leads us to the house 
of the Lord. (verse 6) In these days when we cannot see the end 
of the virus (“when will this end?” is everyone’s question), we 
know where, if not when, it will end. How are you making it 
through these days? How could this psalm help you?  
  
Second Reading                                                              1 Peter 2:19-25 
                                                               
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not 
experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here 
Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and 
loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 
 
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while 
suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing 
wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right 
and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have 
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one 
who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 



 

 

cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by 
his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray 
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of your souls. 
                                    
Reflection 
 
One of the things I know about this world is that it is full of unjust 
suffering. Although the writer of this letter is addressing those 
who are enslaved to other people, we can take it that they are 
talking to us, as we suffer now. One of the things that is going 
through this pandemic is how much African Americans are getting 
the corona virus in greater numbers than others who are exposed, 
for a variety of reasons. That is certainly unjust suffering. Of 
course, no one deserves to get sick and die from this virus, or 
even to get sick and recover from it. The other comment I have 
heard from many people is how many Americans (and others in 
the world) are willing to self-isolate, not only for their own sake, 
but also for the sake of others. As someone who is most at risk in 
this pandemic, due to age and pre-existing conditions, I am 
certainly glad for the Christ-like action of so many of my fellow 
citizens. How are we following Christ in these days? (verses 19-21) 
Of course, Christ is the one who has saved us (verses 22-24) but in 
following him we are being obedient not only to earthly 
authorities but to God. (verse 25) I think this helps me to carry on. 
How does it help you? Or not?  

Gospel                                                                                 John 10:1-10 

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a 
point about spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led 
to abundant life. 
 



 

 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter 
the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief 
and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of 
the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him 
because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. 
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the 
gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and 
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out 
and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 
Reflection 
 
This text follows the story about Jesus healing the man born blind. 
If you remember, the Pharisees had refused to believe the 
testimony of the man Jesus had healed, and kicked him out of the 
synagogue. (See John 9) At the end of that chapter, Jesus tells 
them that since they refuse to believe in him, they remain in sin. 
What does he say to them next? (verses 1-6) Refusing to believe 
leads to an inability to believe. (verse 6) Have you ever had that 
happen to you? The next metaphor Jesus uses is that he is the 
gate for the sheep. (verses 7-10) How does the gate protect the 
sheep? (verse 9) From whom does the gate protect the sheep? 
(verse 8) Why did Jesus come into this world? (verse 10) Especially 
in this time when we are aware of all that we don’t have, how is it 
possible to experience life abundantly. About a week ago I was 
complaining to my daughters of what I didn’t have because I 



 

 

needed to shelter at home. They asked, “Does complaining help?” 
Smart women! That comment helped me to see that of course, 
complaining doesn’t help, but looking at all I do have helps! I 
became much more aware of the abundance of my life. How can 
you experience abundant life in these times? 
 


